WEEK THREE
CHATTANOOGA at TENNESSEE

Vols finally get 1st win with 45-0 blowout of Chattanooga

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. -- Jarrett Guarantano threw three touchdown pass-
es and Tennessee rolled to a 45-0 blowout of Football Championship
Subdivision program Chattanooga as the Volunteers began digging
their way out of their slowest start in over three decades.

Tennessee (1-2) is trying to bounce back from its first 0-2 start
since 1988, when the Vols dropped their first six games before fin-
ishing 5-6. The lopsided victory over Chattanooga (1-2) provides
Tennessee a momentum boost before the Vols open Southeastern Con-
ference play next week to begin a grueling monthlong stretch.

“It was a good day,” Tennessee coach Jeremy Pruitt said. “We’'ve
got to be more consistent on both sides of the ball and we’ll do
that the more guys get an opportunity to play.”

In its next four games, Tennessee visits No. 9 Florida, hosts No.
3 Georgia and Mississippi State and visits No. 2 Alabama. The Vols
do get a week off between the Florida and Georgia games.

Chattanooga coach Rusty Wright spent the last two seasons working
as an assistant on Shawn Elliott’s staff at Georgia State, which
stunned Tennessee 38-30 as a 26-point underdog two weeks ago. But
Wright’s current team couldn’t come close to producing a similar
stunner.

Tennessee instead forced five turnovers and took the suspense out
of this one early. The Vols capitalized on Chattanooga’s mistakes
to grab a 21-0 lead in the game’s first 6 1/2 minutes.

“You can’t turn the ball over five times, get a punt blocked, drop
a punt snap,” Wright said. “It doesn’t matter who we’re playing.
We’'re nowhere near good enough to do that.”

Ty Chandler returned the opening kickoff 58 yards to set up his
own 13-yard touchdown run around left end. After Chattanooga went
three-and-out on its first series, Tyler Byrd blocked a punt and
Brandon Johnson picked up the loose ball and ran 24 yards into
the end zone.

Chattanooga’s next series ended when Nigel Warrior picked off a
Nick Tiano pass and delivered a 22-yard interception return before
going out of bounds at the Mocs’ 1l6-yard line. The turnover set
up a 1l2-yard touchdown pass from Guarantano to Jauan Jennings, who
has scored four times already this season.

Guarantano, who hadn’t played well in Tennessee’s first two games,
made sure that lead stood up.

He threw touchdown passes of 39 yards to Marquez Callaway and 28
yards to Cedric Tillman in the second quarter as Tennessee built
a 38-0 halftime lead. Guarantano went 7 of 8 for 142 yards before
sitting out the second half.

Guarantano’s three touchdown passes set a new career single-game
high for the junior, who was making his 21st start. Jeremy Banks
sparked Tennessee’s defense by recording two interceptions.

THE TAKEAWAY

Chattanooga: The Mocs made far too many mistakes to have a chance
of competing with a Southeastern Conference team. The early
blocked punt and interception enabled Tennessee to build its 21-0
lead. Chattanooga punter Colin Brewer also mishandled a snap early
in the third quarter to set up another Tennessee touchdown. An
offensive pass interference penalty wiped out Chattanooga’s only
touchdown. The Mocs reached the red zone on three separate drives,
but they committed turnovers on two of those series and lost the
ball on downs the other time.

Tennessee: It’s tough to tell whether the lopsided result real-
ly indicates Tennessee has improved after its 0-2 start because
Chattanooga was such an overmatched opponent. But the Vols have to
feel cautiously optimistic about the way Guarantano bounced back
from his struggles of the first two weeks. Tennessee’s ability to
force turnovers was encouraging, as the Vols had produced just 16
takeaways in the first 14 games of Jeremy Pruitt’s coaching tenure.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

CHAT 0 0 0 0 0

TENN 21 17 7 0 45

Scoring Summary ----—-—-—-————————-

FIRST QUARTER CHAT TENN

TENN TD 12:16 Ty Chandler 13 Yd Run (Brent Cimaglia Kick)

6 plays, 41 yards, 2:44 0 7
TENN TD 10:52 Brandon Johnson 24 Yd Return of Blocked Punt (Brent
Cimaglia Kick)

3 plays, 5 yards, 1:24 0 14

TENN TD 8:36 Jauan Jennings 12 Yd pass from Jarrett Guarantano (Brent

Cimaglia Kick)

3 plays, 16 yards, 1:17 0 21
SECOND QUARTER CHAT TENN
TENN TD 12:01 Marquez Callaway 39 Yd pass from Jarrett Guarantano
(Brent Cimaglia Kick)

6 plays, 89 yards, 2:59 0 28

TENN TD 5:22 Cedric Tillman 28 Yd pass from Jarrett Guarantano (Brent

Cimaglia Kick)

9 plays, 82 yards, 5:06 0 35
TENN FG 0:41 Brent Cimaglia 34 Yd Field Goal

11 plays, 39 yards, 2:53 0 38
THIRD QUARTER CHAT TENN
TENN TD 12:20 Brian Maurer 6 Yd Run (Brent Cimaglia Kick)

3 plays, 25 yards, 1:17 0 45

Team Stats CHAT TENN
First Downs 15 22
Passes for First 5 8
Rushes for First 7 13
Penalties for First 3 1
Third Down Efficiency 4-10
Fourth Down Efficiency 1-4 1-3
Total Yards 360
Total Plays 70 57
Avg Gain Per Play 6.3
Net Yards Rushing 151 195
Rushes 44 38
Yards Per Rush 5.1
Net Yards Passing 76 165
Comp-Att 10-19
Yards Per Pass 8.7
Times Sacked

Yds Lost To Sacks
Interceptions
Punts

Punt Average
Penalties
Penalty Yards
Fumbles

Fumbles Lost
Time of Poss
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Individual Stats
RUSHING
CHATTANOOGA Rush Yds
Elijah Ibitokun-Hanks 15 85
Ailym Ford 15 41
Nick Tiano 2 15
Jeffrey Wood II 8 14
Drayton Arnold 2 9
Team 2 -13
TENNESSEE Rush Yds
Ty Chandler 10
Tim Jordan 5 33
Eric Gray 8 32
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Fred Orr 32
Chip Omer 24
Brian Maurer 16
James Christian 12
PASSING

CHATTANOOGA Comp Att Yds Y/A
Nick Tiano 4 16 40 2.5
Drayton Arnold 5 10 36 3.6
TENNESSEE Comp Att Yds Y/A
Jarrett Guarantano?7 8 142 17.8
J.T. Shrout 3 9 23 2.6
Brian Maurer 0 2 0 0.0
RECEIVING

CHATTANOOGA R
Chris James

Lameric Tucker
Demarcus Williams
Andrew Manning

Juwan Tyus

Bryce Nunnelly

Kanore McKinnon

Gage Upshaw

TENNESSEE R
Marquez Callaway
Cedric Tillman
Princeton Fant

Josh Palmer

Jauan Jennings
Brandon Johnson
Dominick Wood-Anderson
Eric Gray
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Yds
59 29.5
38 19.0
19 19.0
18 18.0
12 12.0

LONG
39
28
19
18
12
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