WEEK TEN
TENNESSEE at KENTUCKY

Guarantano’s 2 TD passes rally Tennessee past Kentucky 17-13

LEXINGTON, Ky. -- Jarrett Guarantano has endured his share of
setbacks, which has helped him appreciate the comeback that has
Tennessee on the brink of postseason eligibility.

Guarantano threw two third-quarter touchdown passes for the lead
that the Volunteers’ defense preserved with a late goal-line stand
as Tennessee rallied past Kentucky 17-13 on Saturday night.

Trailing 13-3 at halftime, the Volunteers (5-5, 3-3 Southeastern
Conference) replaced Brian Maurer with Guarantano at quarterback
to start the third and quickly got two TD drives totaling just 6
1/2 minutes. Receivers had little room for error on both scores,
with the second requiring a second look.

Officials initially ruled Josh Palmer out of bounds on his 12-yard
catch from Guarantano before replay review showed he got a foot
down inbounds on the right sideline on the go-ahead score. His TD
followed Marquez Callaway’s fine 17-yard TD grab that capped a 75-
yard drive covering just 2:57.

“Some of the throws were there and we made a change and obviously
we were better there,” Tennessee coach Jeremy Pruitt said. “We
didn’t change any calls. We executed better.”

That says a lot about the growth of Guarantano, a junior who made
22 starts for Tennessee before being benched earlier this season
for Maurer.

He took heat for a fumble in a loss against Alabama. He broke a
bone in his left (non-throwing) hand in a win over South Carolina.

Guarantano had no turnovers or injuries this time, just pinpoint
accuracy that the Vols needed. Teammates surrounded him at game’s
end.

“Happy I am able to get on a roll and the team is on a roll,” Guar-
antano said. “It doesn’t make a difference as long as we are win-
ning. I don’t care if I'm coming first, third or fourth (quarter).

Added Pruitt: “He knows what we are trying to do. He’s smart. He
did a great job tonight and has done a great job throughout the
year. He’'s a guy that wanted to play well tonight and did.”

The Wildcats got a final chance after Marquan McCall recovered Ty
Chandler’s fumble at the Tennessee 45 and drove to the 1. But
quarterback Lynn Bowden was tackled for no gain on fourth-and-goal
at the 2 with 1:17 remaining, the last of Kentucky’s three failed
fourth-down attempts after halftime.

“An extremely disappointing loss,”
said. “It comes down to a goal-line stand.
extremely hard. You come up a yard short and it’s a very,
difficult, tough pill to swallow.”

Kentucky coach Mark Stoops
Our players fought
very

Tennessee was outgained 327-296 but topped Kentucky 160-129 in
the second half to win for the fourth time in five games and reach
.500. The Vols are within a win of bowl eligibility after missing
the postseason last year.

Gaurantano completed 7 of 8 passes for 115 yards and rushed six
times for 30 yards. Maurer was 7 of 16 for 98 yards. Callaway had
four catches for 103 yards.

The Wildcats (4-5, 2-5 SEC) took the initial lead with touchdown
runs by A.J. Rose and Kavosiey Smoke of 2 and 22 yards respectively
but were shut out after that. A missed extra point on Smoke’s TD
loomed large, forcing Kentucky to go for a touchdown late instead
of possible tying field goal.

MISSED CHANCES

Kentucky drove deep into Tennessee territory in the second quarter
before Vols cornerback Nigel Warrior intercepted Bowden and re-
turned it 24 yards. The Vols punted, but there went the Wildcats’
opportunity to pad their lead.

Their final drive ended with Bowden wrapped up by Daniel Bituli (19
tackles) as he rolled right with running back Christopher Rodri-
guez trailing for a possible pitch.

“Coach wanted to put it in my hands and have the option to pitch
it or turn the corner,” said Bowden, who rushed 26 times for 114
yards. “I thought I had a seam if I take one less step and hit it
then. I put that on me.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Tennessee: That 1-4 start is now a distant memory. Down but not
out, the Volunteers found a spark after halftime with the veteran
Guarantano. Their defense was even more impressive in bottling up
Kentucky for the final three quarters and making three fourth-down
stops.

Kentucky: After opening the game with a clock-chewing, 75-yard
TD drive of 10:18 and getting another TD off a blocked punt, the
Wildcats stalled offensively. They also failed to slow the Vols,
falling under .500 and adding urgency to their quest for bowl el-
igibility.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

TENN 0 3 14 0 17

UK 13 0 0 0 13
Scoring Summary ----—-—-—-————————-

FIRST QUARTER TENN UK

UK TD 4:42 Asim Rose 2 Yd Run (Chance Poore Kick)

17 plays, 75 yards, 10:18 0

UK TD 2:28 Kavosiey Smoke 22 Yd Run (Chance Poore PAT blocked)
2 plays, 24 yards, 0:46 0

SECOND QUARTER TENN UK
TENN FG 9:19 Brent Cimaglia 26 Yd Field Goal

11 plays, 71 yards, 4:53 3 13
THIRD QUARTER TENN UK

TENN TD 12:03 Marquez Callaway 17 Yd pass from Jarrett Guarantano
(Brent Cimaglia Kick)

7 plays, 75 yards, 2:57 10 13
TENN TD 6:28 Josh Palmer 12 Yd pass from Jarrett Guarantano (Brent
Cimaglia Kick)

7 plays, 68 yards, 3:26 17 13
Team Stats TENN UK

First Downs 13 21

Passes for First 10 1

Rushes for First 2 18

Penalties for First 1 2

Third Down Efficiency 5-11 7-15

Fourth Down Efficiency 0-0 2-5

Total Yards 296 327

Total Plays 46 71

Avg Gain Per Play 6.4 4.6

Net Yards Rushing 83 302

Rushes 21 64

Yards Per Rush 4.0 4.7

Net Yards Passing 213 25

Comp-Att 14-25 4-7

Yards Per Pass 8.5 3.6

Times Sacked 1 2

Yds Lost To Sacks -7 -11
Interceptions 0 1

Punts 4 3

Punt Average 35.3 46.3
Penalties 6 4

Penalty Yards 56 29

Fumbles 4 0

Fumbles Lost 1 0

Time of Poss 18:23 41:37
Individual Stats

RUSHING

TENNESSEE Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Jarrett Guarantano 6 30 5.0 0 11

Ty Chandler 7 28 4.0 0 7
Brian Maurer 3 18 6.0 0 17

Tim Jordan 3 9 3.0 0 5
Eric Gray 1 0 0.0 0 0
Team 1 -2 -2.0 0 0
KENTUCKY Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Lynn Bowden Jr. 26 114 4.4 0 21
Christopher Rodriguez 12 81 6.8 0 23
Kavosiey Smoke 8 58 7.3 1 22
Asim Rose 16 44 2.8 1 26
Josh Ali 1 3 3.0 0 3
Sawyer Smith 1 2 2.0 0 2
PASSING

TENNESSEE Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Jarrett Guarantano?7 8 115 14.4 2 0 94.3
Brian Maurer 7 16 98 6.1 0 0 41.4
Jauan Jennings 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 1.7
KENTUCKY Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Lynn Bowden Jr. 4 7 25 3.6 0 1 12.3
RECEIVING

TENNESSEE Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Marquez Callaway 4 103 25.8 1 34

Josh Palmer 4 55 13.8 1 17

Jauan Jennings 3 49 16.3 0 30
Dominick Wood-Anderson 1 6 6.0 0 6

Ramel Keyton 1 3 3.0 0 3

Ty Chandler 1 -3 -3.0 0 0
KENTUCKY Rec Yds Avg TD LONG

Josh Ali 1 12 12.0 0 12
Clevan Thomas Jr. 1 8 8.0 0 8
Justin Rigg 1 5 5.0 0 5

Asim Rose 1 0 0.0 0 0



