WEEK THIRTEEN
PURDUE at WISCONSIN

Taylor runs for 222 in No. 14 Badgers’ 45-24 win over Purdue

MADISON, Wis. -- Jonathan Taylor will have a major decision to
make in a few weeks: To stay or not to stay.

In the meantime, the junior All-America running back is taking the
time to appreciate every remaining moment he has in a Wisconsin
uniform.

Taylor ran for 222 yards -- the 12th time he’s eclipsed the 200-
yard mark in his career -- and a touchdown and No. 14 Wisconsin
beat Purdue 45-24 on Saturday in the Badgers’ final home game of
the season.

After the victory, Taylor walked around Camp Randall Stadium and
thanked the home fans for their support.

“It was something special, especially because you don'’t know. You
don’t know if you’'re going to be here again,” Taylor said. “So I
think that’s the biggest thing is just being appreciative of that
opportunity.”

Wisconsin (9-2, 6-2 Big Ten, No. 12 CFP) has won 14 in a row over
the Boilermakers.

Taylor, now with 5,856 career yards, the most by any player in FBS
history through their junior season, will have to decide following
the season if he’ll declare for 2020 NFL draft. Taylor said all
he’s thinking about is beating Minnesota next week and winning the
Big Ten West.

“Next week, we wouldn’t want to have it any other way,” Taylor
said. “Big Ten West on the line, rivalry game, (Paul Bunyan’s)
Axe, I mean, this is why you come to Wisconsin, for these kind
of moments. I'm pretty sure we’re going to have a great week of
preparation in order to bring our A game.

Jack Coan completed 15 of 19 passes for 203 yards and two touch-
downs against one interception for the Badgers.

The Boilermakers (4-7, 3-5) dropped their seventh straight at Camp
Randall Stadium and failed to qualify for a bowl game.

Purdue’s Aidan O’Connell finished with a career-high 289 yards
passing with two scores.

“I think Aidan has done a very good job,” Purdue coach Jeff Brohm
said. “... If we give him some time to make throws, he’s going to
make them. I thought he did a good job.”

It took the Badgers just over 3 minutes to get on the scoreboard.
Aron Cruickshank took a direct snap out of the wildcat formation
and capped an eight-play, 75-yard opening drive with a 27-yard
rushing touchdown.

After a 28-yard field goal by Purdue’s J.D. Dellinger, Taylor
scored from 51 yards out for his FBS-leading 22nd TD of the season.

“We had our hands full but we showed some fight early on,” Brohm
said. “We found a way to score some points and take the lead in
the second quarter.

Purdue shredded the Wisconsin defense on the ensuing drive for a
27-yard run by Zander Horvath and a 38-yard completion to Milton
Wright. The two set up a 7-yard touchdown from O’Connell to Brycen
Hopkins that cut it to 14-10 with 14:53 left in the second quarter.

After a fumble by Wisconsin’s A.J. Taylor on the next drive, Hop-
kins put Purdue ahead 17-14 on a 37-yard completion from receiver
Milton Wright on a double-pass play.

“He put it right on the money, maybe a little over my shoulder,”
said Hopkins, who had eight catches for 127 yards. “But I got in,
I wasn’'t downed at the l-yard line this time. So it was a great
job by him.”

The scoring affair continued when Coan hit Jack Dunn for an 18-
yard score to put the Badgers back on top for good, 21-17, with
4:18 remaining in the half. Coan later connected with Quintez Ce-
phus for a 29-yard score.

After the Coan-Dunn TD, Jonathan Taylor coughed it up on the fol-
lowing drive, and Derrick Barnes recovered for the Boilermakers,
setting up first-and-10 at the Purdue 29. But the Boilermakers
failed to capitalize and went three-and-out. Taylor lost another
fumble on the day, bringing his season total to four and his ca-
reer total to 14.

“I got to make sure that when you’re going low, taking on contact,
you got the ball high and tight, even though you’re going low, as
well,” he said.

Zach Hintze booted a school-record 62-yard field goal to give the
Badgers a 24-17 lead at halftime. Hintze missed the only other
field goal attempt of his career, a 62-yarder against Northwestern
last season.

“It was surreal,” Hintze said. “I can’t explain it in words, at
that moment, how that felt. It was a lot of chaos, a lot of people
jumping on me. It was insane.”

Wisconsin’s Collin Wilder was ejected for targeting in the third
quarter.

THE TAKEAWAY

Purdue: The Boilermakers’ streak of bowl game appearances will
come to an end. Brohm led Purdue to bowl games in each of his first
two seasons at the school.

Wisconsin: The Badgers did what they needed to do. Now, Wisconsin
will hit the road next weekend to face No. 11 Minnesota (10-1, 7-1,
No. 10 CFP) for the Big Ten West crown and a berth in the Big Ten
championship game against No. 2 Ohio State (11-0, 8-0, No. 2 CFP).

POLL IMPLICATIONS

Wisconsin could gain a little ground in both the AP Top 25 and
the College Football Playoff rankings despite entering as a 24
1/2-point favorite against the Boilermakers.

Final 1 2 3 4 T
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PUR 3 14 0 24

WIS 14 10 14 7 45
Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER PUR WIS
WIS TD 11:29 Aron Cruickshank 27 Yd Run (Collin Larsh Kick)

8 plays, 75 yards, 3:31 0 7
PUR FG 5:24 J.D. Dellinger 28 Yd Field Goal

15 plays, 66 yards, 6:05 3 7
WIS TD 1:30 Jonathan Taylor 51 Yd Run (Collin Larsh Kick)

7 plays, 75 yards, 3:54 3 14
SECOND QUARTER PUR WIS

PUR TD 14:53 Brycen Hopkins 7 Yd pass from Aidan O’Connell (J.D. Del-
linger Kick)

4 plays, 75 yards, 1:37 10 14

PUR TD 8:30 Brycen Hopkins 37 Yd pass from Milton Wright (J.D. Del-
linger Kick)

4 plays, 63 yards, 2:09 17 14

WIS TD 4:18 Jack Dunn 18 Yd pass from Jack Coan (Collin Larsh Kick)
8 plays, 72 yards, 4:05 17 21

WIS FG 0:00 Zach Hintze 62 Yd Field Goal

4 plays, 29 yards, 0:22 17 24
THIRD QUARTER PUR WIS

WIS TD 5:59 Garrett Groshek 6 Yd Run (Collin Larsh Kick)

9 plays, 95 yards, 5:22 17 31

WIS TD 2:00 Quintez Cephus 29 Yd pass from Jack Coan (Collin Larsh
Kick)

3 plays, 48 yards, 1:22 17 38

PUR TD 0:13 David Bell 8 Yd pass from Aidan O’Connell (J.D. Dellinger
Kick)

5 plays, 75 yards, 1:47 24 38

FOURTH QUARTER PUR WIS

WIS TD 4:40 Mason Stokke 1 Yd Run (Collin Larsh Kick)

10 plays, 76 yards, 5:55 24 45

Team Stats PUR WIS
First Downs 20 31
Passes for First 16 9
Rushes for First 2 22
Penalties for First 2 0
Third Down Efficiency 3-10 9-11
Fourth Down Efficiency 1-3 1-1
Total Yards 376 606
Total Plays 64 74
Avg Gain Per Play 5.9 8.2
Net Yards Rushing 50 403
Rushes 20 55
Yards Per Rush 2.5 7.3
Net Yards Passing 326 203
Comp-Att 27-44 15-19
Yards Per Pass 7.4 10.7
Times Sacked 2 1

Yds Lost To Sacks -15
Interceptions 1
Punts 4
Punt Average 33.3
Penalties
Penalty Yards
Fumbles
Fumbles Lost
Time of Poss
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Individual Stats
RUSHING
PURDUE Rush Yds Avg
Zander Horvath 4 34 8.5
King Doerue 9 26 2.9
Da’Joun Hewitt 2 0 0.0
Aidan O’Connell 5 -10
WISCONSIN Rush Yds Avg
Jonathan Taylor 222 7.9
Kendric Pryor 56 28.0
Garrett Groshek 55 6.1
Aron Cruickshank 47 15.7
Bradrick Shaw 16 5
A.J. Taylor 10 3.
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Nakia Watson
Mason Stokke
Team
Jack Coan
PASSING
PURDUE Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
Aidan O’Connell 26 43 289 6.7 2 1
Milton Wright 1 1 37 37.0 1 0
WISCONSIN Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
Jack Coan 15 19 203 10.7 2 1
RECEIVING
PURDUE Rec Yds Avg
Brycen Hopkins 8 127
David Bell 12 108 9.0
Milton Wright 3 74
Amad Anderson Jr. 2 9
Payne Durham 1 7
Zander Horvath 1 1
WISCONSIN Rec Yds
Quintez Cephus 5
Kendric Pryor 4
Jake Ferguson 2
Jack Dunn 1 18
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Mason Stokke
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