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VANDERBILT at TENNESSEE VAN 3 0 0 7 10

Lightning delays start of Vanderbilt-Tennessee game TENN 7 14 0 7 28

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. -- Tennessee’'s Eric Gray had provided glimpses of | S€Oring Summary --—---—-—-——----—

his big-play ability early in his freshman season but didn’t have | FIRST QUARTER . VAN TENN

much production to show for it. VAN FG 12:38 Ryley Guay 41 Yd Field Goal

That all changed on a rainy Saturday afternoon. 4 plays, 8 yards, 1:52 . .3 0

Gray rushed for 246 yards and three touchdowns -- including break- TENN TD 3:04 Eric Gray 56 Yd Run (Brent Cimaglia Kick)

aways of 56 and 94 yards -- as the Volunteers trounced Vanderbilt 7 plays, 84 yards, 3:22 3 7

28-10 to end the regular season with a five-game winning streak. | SECOND QUARTER VAN TENN

Gray more than doubled his season rushing total as he showed just TENN TD 10:51 Doqu.nlc;k Wood-Anderson 6 Yd pass from Jarrett Guaranta-

how much he’s discovered over the course of the season. no (Brent Cimaglia Kick)

“You learn that holes close quick and you’ve got to hit them fast | / Plays, 47 yards, 3:19 . .3 14

in order to break it,” Gray said. “At the beginning of the year, TENN TD 8:36 Eric Gray 94 Yd Run (Brent Cimaglia Kick)

you’'re kind of still learning from high school into college, and 1 play, 94 yards, 0:15 3 21

I feel like I’ve learned to be a college running back, just being | FOURTH QUARTER . . VAN TENN

able to hit the hole fast and break it when I need to.” VM TD 11:34 Kalija Lipscomb 22 Yd pass from Riley Neal (Ryley Guay

Tennessee (7-5, 5-3 Southeastern Conference) clinched its first Kick)

winning season since 2016 as it continued its rebound from a 1-4 10 plays, 90 yards, 3:19 . . 10 21

start. The Vols went 4-8 in 2017 and 5-7 last year. TENN TD 7:38 Eric Gray 4 Yd Run (Brent Cimaglia Kick)

“When things aren’t going the way you want them to go and there’s 7 plays, 75 yards, 3:56 10 28

all kind of noise out there, it’s hard for them to kind of stick

together,” Tennessee coach Jeremy Pruitt said. “These guys did. Team Stats VAN TENN

They did what most teams can’t do. It says a lot about their char- First Downs 18 16

\E;their';'lt (3-9, 1-7) ki its f th straight vict i Passes for First 8 3

anderbi -9, 1- was seeking its four straig victory in :

an annual series that Tennessee has traditionally dominated. Ten- ?gigiiiggrfgi‘rgirst 2 iO

nessee went 28-1 against Vanderbilt from 1983-2011, but Vanderbilt X o

won five of their seven matchups from 2012-18 and had beaten the | Third Down Efficiency 6-17 6-13

Vols by an average margin of 18 points the last three years. Fourth Down Efficiency 1-2 0-0

Tennessee made sure Vanderbilt couldn’t extend that streak. Total Yards 279 417

“When you lose to Vanderbilt, just to keep it real with you, that’s Total Plays 66 58

embarrassing,” Tennessee defensive lineman Matthew Butler said. Avg Gain Per Play 4.2 7.2

Vanderbilt was a three-touchdown underdog and watched its remote :

hopes for an upset fade when 1,000-yard rusher Ke’Shawn Vaughn gﬁth:rds Rushing %éo ‘21?7

appeared to hurt his left shoulder on the Commodores’ first play

from scrimmage. Yards Per Rush 3.7 7.2

Vaughn returned to the game on Vanderbilt’s next series but sat | Net Yards Passing 169 120

out the entire second half and finished with six carries for just Comp-Att 17-36 6-17

13 yards. Vanderbilt also played the entire game without injured Yards Per Pass 4.7 7.1

tight end Jared Pinkney. _ Times Sacked 0 3

Tonight we just didn’t have enough horses,” Vanderbilt coach vds Lost To Sacks 0 -17

Derek Mason said. Interceptions 0 1

Gray was the dominant running back in this game instead. P

The Tennessee freshman has earned plenty of praise for his big- | Punts 8 6

play potential, but he had just 207 yards rushing and 81 yards | Punt Average 0.0 0.0

receiving through the Vols’ first 11 games and hadn’t been much of Penalties 9 9

a factor since the first month of the season. Penalty Yards 76 66

“I thought Eric probably in the middle part of the season maybe Fumbles 2 1

lost a step,” Pruitt said. “It happens lots of times to freshmen.

They get a little worn down playing against bigger men, just the ?jff:lgi gg:: 21_30 38'30

day-to-day grind. But over the last probably couple of weeks, he ° °

kind of looked like his old self and had a little more pep in his L.

step. It showed today.” Individual Stats

Gray had the fifth-highest single-game rushing total ever by a RUSHING

Tennessee player. VANDERBILT Rush Yds Avg TD LONG

His 56-yard and 94-yard runs were Tennessee’'s two longest car- Keyon Brooks 13 70 5.4 0 20

ries of the season. Gray's 94-yarder was the second-longest run Riley Neal 8 16 2.0 0 9

from scrimmage in Tennessee history, trailing only Kelsey Finch’s Deuce Wallace 2 13 6.5 0 7

99-yarder in a 27-17 loss to Florida in 1977. Ke’Shawn Vaughn 6 13 2.2 0 13

On his first touchdown Gray ran through a big hole on the right Team 1 -2 -2.0 0 0

side, then cut to his left and was untouched on a 56-yard break- TENNESSEE Rush Yds Avg TD LONG

away that put Tennessee ahead for good at 7-3. Gray's first career Eric Gray 25 246 9.8 3 94

touchdown run also was Tennessee’s longest carry of the season up Tim Jordan 11 40 3.6 0 9

to that point. Jarrett Guarantano 3 13 4.3 0 10

On his 94-yard run, Gray raced through the right side of the line, Team 1 -1 -1.0 0 0

eluded safety Dashaun Jerkins’ diving tackle attempt just beyond Quavaris Crouch 1 -1 -1.0 0 0

the line of scrimmage and wasn’t touched the rest of the way. PASSING

Gray added a 4-yard touchdown run midway through the fourth quar- VANDERBILT Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat

ter. Riley Neal 14 29 139 4.8 1 0 33.7
Deuce Wallace 3 7 30 4.3 0 0 21.7

THE TAKEAWAY TENNESSEE Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat

Vanderbilt: This game ended a disappointing season for Vanderbilt, Jarrett Guarantano 6 17 120 7.1 1 1 49.9

which was expecting bigger things when Vaughn, Pinkney and Kalija RECEIVING

Lipscomb all returned for their senior years after big performanc- VANDERBILT Rec Yds Avg TD LONG

es in 2018. Vanderbilt instead went through a revolving door at Kalija Lipscomb 4 43 10.8 1 22

the quarterback position and struggled on both sides of the ball. Cam Johnson 4 35 8.8 0 13

The Commodores now must figure out how to turn things around with- Keyon Brooks 5 34 6.8 0 15

out Vaughn, Pinkney or Lipscomb. Vanderbilt coach Derek Mason, who Ben Bresnahan 1 26 26.0 0 26

owns a 27-47 record in six seasons, will get an opportunity to fix Chris Pierce 1 22 22.0 0 22

this. Athletic director Malcolm Turner already has indicated Mason Ke’Shawn Vaughn 1 5 5.0 0 5

will be back in 2020. Justice Shelton-Mosley 1 4 4.0 0] 4
TENNESSEE Rec Yds Avg TD LONG

Tennessee: The Vols overcame a sluggish performance from quar- Jauan Jennings 2 56 28.0 0 50

terback Jarrett Guarantano because Gray ran wild and the defense Dominick Wood-Anderson 3 45 15.0 1 25

continued its late-season surge. Guarantano went 6-of-17 passing Marquez Callaway 1 19 19.0 0 19

for 120 yards with a touchdown and an interception.

SIDELINE ALTERCATION

The two teams scuffled late in the game on the Tennessee sideline

after Vanderbilt punt returner Justice Shelton-Mosley was tackled

by Tennessee’s Jauan Jennings while going out of bounds. Video

appeared to show that as Jennings was getting up, his foot hit

Shelton-Mosley’s head, but it was unclear whether or not the move

was intentional.

Shelton-Mosley’s helmet appeared to come off as he slid toward the

Tennessee bench after getting hit (and before Jennings’ foot hit

Shelton-Mosley’s head).

No penalty was called on the play.

LIGHTNING DELAYS

Lightning caused the game to start 28 minutes late. A second

lightning delay lasting 39 minutes occurred midway through the

fourth quarter.




