
 

109th ROSE BOWL GAME 
PRESENTED BY PRUDENTIAL

FINAL GAME BOOK

Penn State (11-2) vs. Utah (10-4) 
January 2, 2023

Rose Bowl Stadium  •  Pasadena, California
Attendance: 94,873 (sellout)  •  Start Time: 2:11 p.m. PST  •  Duration: 3:20

#11 PENN STATE
          Nittany Lions 35

Offensive Player of the Game -- Sean Clifford, quarterback, Penn State

Defensive Player of the Game -- Ji’Ayir Brown, safety, Penn State

#8   UTAH
          Utes 21
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 #11 Penn State Nittany Lions 35, #8 Utah Utes 21 
 Rose Bowl Stadium, Pasadena, Calif. (Attendance—94,873)                                                                         Monday, January 2, 2023
 

MISCELLANEOUS STATISTICS 
 

FINAL SCORE ...........................................  35 21 
Time Spent in the Lead (Tied 26:14) .....  33:46 0:00 
Total Plays-Yards .....................................  53-448 83-391 
 Plus Territory: Plays-Yards ..................  21-137 27-109 
 Drives With Plays in Plus Territory ....  6 of 10 7 of 12 
First Down Plays/Yards ...........................  22/60 34/118 
Average on First Down ...........................  2.7 3.5 
  First Half ...............................................  2.5 (12-30) 4.3 (16-69) 
 Second Half .........................................  3.0 (10-30) 2.6 (18-47) 
 Rushes/Average ...................................   14/2.4 16/4.4 
   Passes/Average (includes sacks) ......  8/3.4 18/2.7 
 Times Gained: 20+/10+/5+ ..............  0/4/6 0/4/13 
     Times Gained: 2-/0/Neg .....................   16/8/4 18/9/4 
Second Down Efficiency ........................  4-17 6-28 
 First Half ...............................................  2-10 4-12 
 Second Half .........................................  2-7 2-16 
 Yards Gained .......................................  100 126 
Third Down Efficiency ............................  7-13 11-19 
 Rushing ................................................  2-6 4-5 
 Passing .................................................  5-7 7-14 
 Average Yards To Go (All) ..................  6.9 7.6 
 Average Yards To Go (Conversions) 5.2 5.5 
 Yards Gained .......................................        288 145 
    3rd & 5 or less ......................................  4-5 6-8 
 3rd & 6 or more ...................................  3-8 0-0 
Fourth Down Efficiency (Yards) ............  0-1 (0) 1-2 (2) 
Total Possessions/Average FP ................  12/PS31 12/U22  
 First Half ...............................................  5/PS20 5/U25 
 Second Half .........................................  7/PS38 7/U19 
 Drives Started Inside/At Own 20 ........  4 (4/0)  4 (2/2) 
 Drives Started In Plus Territory ..........  4 (7 pts) 0 (0 pts) 
   Three Plays & Out ...............................  3 3 
Opponent Turnovers (Pts)......................  2 (7) 0 (0) 
Scores-Times Penetrated The 20 (pts) ..  3-3 (21) 3-3 (21) 
 Plays-Yards ...........................................  7-38 6-36 
 Third Down Efficiency ........................  1-1 3-3 
Yards by Quarter: 1st ...........................  102 47 
                            2nd .........................  89 153 
                           3rd ..........................  105 108 
 4th ..........................  152 83 

 

109th ROSE BOWL PLAYERS OF THE GAME 
 

Offense: QB (#14), Sean Clifford, Sr., Penn State 
16-of-22 for 279 yards passing (2 TD/9 FD/0 INT); 209.3 rating 
Defense: S (#16), Ji’Ayir Brown, Sr., Penn State 
8 TT/ 6 UT (1.5-12 QBS), 1-22 INT, 2 3rd Down Stops 
 

RECORD UPDATES  
 

 Penn State finishes with an 11-2 record, Utah 10-4. 
 Penn State improved to 26-14 vs. Pac-12 schools 
 Utah is now 10-15 against Big Ten members 
 Pennsylvania vs. Utah (8 games between the states): 4 wins each 
 Teams are now 16-9-1 in the second game of back-to-back 
appearances in the Rose Bowl (Utah the seventh to lose both). 
 
 
 

ONE-LINER QUICKIES  


 Weather.  With it 54 degrees at kickoff, this is the fifth “coldest” 
Rose Bowl game of the 109; it’s the coolest since the 1960 game 
when it was 53 at kickoff.  And with overcast skies, the first kick 
without sunshine since the 2017 game (Penn State-USC). 
 Today’s attendance of 94,873 brought the all-time total 
attendance for the Rose Bowl to 9,562,447.  It is once again will be 
the highest in the 2022-23 bowl season. 
 Penn State’s win pulled the Big Ten to within 39-33 against Pac-
12 schools in the Rose Bowl.  Both of the Nittany Lions’ RBG wins 
have come on January 2 (also: 1995 over Oregon). 
 Defensive At The Start.  Both teams went three-and-out on their first 
possessions, combining for 1 net yard. 
 Second of 41.  This was just the second game this bowl season (41 
games) where the score was tied at halftime (14-14); the other was 
a 10-10 tie at intermission in the New Mexico Bowl (BYU-SMU).  
And one of five bowls that did not have at least one field goal. 
 Third Downs Key In First Half.  In the first half, the teams combined for 
183 of their 391 yards on 15 third down plays: Penn State gained 
105 of its 191, Utah 78 of its 200. 
 Penn State on Third Down.  The Nittany Lions gained 288 yards on 13 
third down plays, with four plays of 20-plus yards (88, 87, 32, 28) 
and two in the teens (16, 15). 
 Scoring.  Dating back to the last three quarters of the 2014 RBG 
when Michigan State scored in each period, the winning team has 
scored at least 37 of 39 quarters (and both overtimes). 
 

SCORING DRIVE BREAKDOWNS: Penn State’s five scoring drives 
yielded 35 points on 28 plays (379 yards, or 13.5 per); Utah’s three 
scoring drives yielded 21 points on 27 plays (211 yards, 7.8 per). 
 

PENN STATE AGAIN.  This was the first win by a Big Ten Conference 
team by 10 or more points since the 1995 game, when PSU 
defeated Oregon, 38-20.  
 

A TALE OF TWO HALVES.  The two long scoring plays for Penn State 
(88, 87) in the second half was the difference.  PSU gained 257 
yards on 23 plays in the second half, but just 82 on the other 21.  A 
look at each half: 
 Penn State Utah 
 1st 2nd 1st 2nd 
Points .....................................  14 21 14 7 
First Downs ............................  9 5 12 11 
Rushing Yards ........................  45 124 119 65 
Passing Yards ........................  146 133 181 126 
Total Plays ..............................  30 23 36 47 
Total Offense ..........................  191 257 200 191 
Time of Possession ................  14:16 10:31 15:44 19:29 
 

CONFERENCE BOWL STANDINGS  
League (’22 bowl teams) W L Pct. Pts Opp vs.  P5 
Mid-American (6) 4 2 .667 154 142 0-0 
Independents (5) 3 2 .600 126 129 1-0 
American Athletic (7) 4 3 .571 203 183 1-2 
Atlantic Coast (9) 5 4 .556 226 207 3-4 
Big Ten (9) 5 4 .556 227 245 4-4 
SEC (11) 6 5 .545 338 310 6-4 
Conference USA (6) 3 3 .500 161 157 0-0 
Pac-12 (7) 3 4 .429 192 197 2-3 
Mountain West (7) 3 4 .429 181 187 2-0 
Sun Belt (7) 3 4 .429 178 193 0-0 
Big 12 (8) 2 6 .250 250 286 2-5  
Totals (82) 41 41 .500 2236 2236 ….. 
 

MORE TO COME (RECORDS) 
 



 / POSTGAME NOTES        2 of 2 
#11 Penn State Nittany Lions 35, #8 Utah Utes 21 
 
ONE-LINER QUICKIES (continued) 


MARGIN OF VICTORY.  This was the seventh RBG decided by 14 
points, and 54th decided in double figures. 
 

BOWL SEASON ATTENDANCE:  Total: 1,439,250 (36,904 avg.); 39 games.  
does not include Armed Forces/First Responder bowls (not available). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ROSE BOWL GAME RECORDS BROKEN OR TIED (1) 
 

 

Individual 
 
NEW 
 

Longest Receptions For A Touchdown 
88, KeAndre Lambert-Smith from Sean Clifford, Penn State vs. Utah, 
 2023 
Old: 76 Curt Stephenson from Rick Leach, Michigan vs. Washington, 
 1978 
 

Close Calls 
 
Longest Touchdown Runs 
91 De’Anthony Thomas, Oregon vs Wisconsin, 2012 
88 Tyrone Wheatley, Michigan vs. Washington, 1993 
87 Nick Singleton, Utah vs. Penn State, 2023 
84 Mel Anthony, Michigan vs. Oregon State, 1965 
 
Most Third Down Conversions Made 
12, UCLA vs. Iowa, 1986 (16 attempts) 
12, USC vs. Northwestern, 1996 (17 attempts) 
12, Texas vs. Michigan, 2005 (17 attempts) 
12, USC vs. Ohio State, 1977 (20 attempts) 
11, Utah vs. Penn State, 2023 (19 attempts) 
 

Most Third Down Conversions Attempted 
20, USC vs. Ohio State, 1977 (11 made) 
19, Michigan vs. Washington, 1993 (10 made) 
19, Utah vs. Penn State, 2023 (11 made) 
 
Longest Scoring Drives 
99 Washington State vs. Michigan, 1998 (TD) 
97 Alabama vs Notre Dame, 2021, (TD) 
95 Oregon vs. Wisconsin, 2012 (TD) 
95 Penn State vs. Utah, 2023 (TD) 
94 Penn State vs. Utah, 2023 (TD) 
90 4 times. Last time: Oklahoma vs. Georgia, 2018 (TD) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Penn State Football 
Postgame Notes – Utah 

January 2, 2023 
  
TEAM 

• Penn State was victorious in its first all-time matchup against Utah. 
• Penn State is 26-14 all-time against current members of the Pac-12. 
• Penn State reached 11 wins for the 19th time in program history. 
• The Nittany Lions registered 11 wins for the fourth time under Head Coach James Franklin. 
• Penn State scored seven points off of takeaways against the Utes. This season, the Nittany Lions have scored 111 

points off of 26 takeaways, while its opponents have just scored 24 points off of 15 takeaways.  
 
BOWL 

• The Nittany Lions earned their first Rose Bowl victory since the 1994 season. Penn State is now 2-3 all-time in the 
Rose Bowl. 

• Penn State is 31-19-2 (.615) all-time in bowl games. 
• The 31 bowl wins are tied for fourth among FBS teams. 
• The Nittany Lions are 19-14 in January bowl games and 6-5 in Monday bowl games. 
• Since 2014, Penn State owns wins in three New Year’s Six bowl games, joining Alabama (7), Ohio State (6), 

Georgia (5) and Clemson (4) as the only FBS schools with three or more wins in that span. 
• Among teams with at least four New Year’s Six appearances since 2014, only Alabama (6-0; 1.000) and Clemson 

(5-1; .833) have a higher winning percentage than Penn State (3-1; .750) in New Year’s Six Bowl games. 
• Since 2014, Penn State has won three New Year’s Six Bowl games in four appearances. Other teams who have 

won at least three New Year’s Six Bowls in a four-appearance span are Alabama, Clemson, Georgia and Ohio 
State. 

 
OFFENSE 

• Penn State owns two of the top-five longest rushes in Rose Bowl history, including Nicholas Singleton’s 87-yard run 
and Ki-Jana Carter’s 83-yard touchdown run in the 1995 Rose Bowl. 

• Sean Clifford’s 88-yard touchdown pass to KeAndre Lambert-Smith is the longest pass play in Rose Bowl history. 
• Penn State became the first team in Rose Bowl history to have an 80+ yard rushing touchdown and 80+ yard 

receiving touchdown in the same game. 
• Penn State registered the No. 3 and No. 4 longest drives in Rose Bowl history against the Utes with 95- and 94-

yard drives for touchdowns. 
• Penn State’s 279 passing yards are the program’s fourth-most in a bowl game. 
• The Nittany Lions’ 448 total yards sit ninth in program bowl history. 

 
Sean Clifford 

• Sean Clifford’s 279 passing yards rank third in a Penn State bowl game. 
• Clifford’s 16 completions rank 10th in a PSU bowl game. 
• Clifford’s 76.2 completion percentage (16-of-21) sits second in a Penn State bowl game. 
• The redshirt senior’s two passing touchdowns are tied for the sixth-most in a Penn State bowl game. 
• Clifford’s 278 total yards rank fifth in a PSU bowl game. 
• Clifford finished his bowl career ranked second in program history with 607 passing yards. 

 
Nicholas Singleton 

• Nicholas Singleton’s 87-yard run, in the third quarter, is the third-longest in Rose Bowl history and the second-
longest in Penn State bowl history. 

• Singleton’s 87-yard run is the longest in the Rose Bowl since 2012. 
• Singleton’s 120 rushing yards sit 10th in a Penn State bowl game. 



• Singleton’s two rushing touchdowns are tied for the second most in a PSU bowl game. 
 
KeAndre Lambert-Smith 

• KeAndre Lambert-Smith’s 124 receiving yards rank fifth in a Penn State bowl game. 
• Lambert-Smith averaged 41.3 yards per reception, a Penn State bowl record. 

 
DEFENSE 
 
Curtis Jacobs 

• Curtis Jacobs’ two sacks are tied for the second-most in a PSU bowl game. 
• Jacob’s 14 sack yards rank 10th in Penn State bowl history. 

 
OFFENSE 
 
SEASON 

• Penn State’s 2022 season offensive stats and where it ranks in program history: 
o 29 pass touchdowns – T-2nd 
o 64.0 completion percentage – 3rd 
o 3,283 passing yards – T-4th 
o 433.6 total yards per game– 5th 
o 5,637 total yards – 5th 
o 270 completions – 5th 
o 465 total points – T-5th 
o 148.7 passing efficiency – 6th 
o 278 first downs - 6th 
o 61 total touchdowns – T-6th 
o 422 passing attempts – 7th 
o 6.19 yards per play – 8th 
o 252.5 passing yards per game – 8th 
o 35.8 points per game – T-8th  

 
TEAM 

• With eight plays of 20+ yards in the game, the Nittany Lions finished the season with 85. 
• Since 2014, Penn State’s 85 plays of 20+ yards are behind only the 2016 season (91). 
• Nicholas Singleton (1,061) and Kaytron Allen (867) combined for 1,928 rushing yards this season, the fifth-most of 

any Penn State rushing duo since 1960, trailing only Larry Johnson & Michael Robinson (2,350; 2002), Lydell 
Mitchell & Franco Harris (2,251; 1971), Johnson & Mike Gasparato (2,245; 2002) and Miles Sanders & Trace 
McSorley (2,072; 2018). 

• Since 1960, Mitchell & Harris (2,251; 1971) and Johnson & Gasparato (2,245; 2002) have more yards as a running 
back duo than Singleton & Allen (1,928). 

 
Sean Clifford 

• QB Sean Clifford completed 16-of-21 passes for 279 yards and two touchdowns.  
• Clifford earned his 32nd win as a starting quarterback, becoming the all-time leader at Penn State. He broke a tie 

with Trace McSorley (31; 2015-18). 
• Clifford connected on a 10-yard touchdown pass with Mitchell Tinsley in the second quarter.  
• Clifford’s touchdown pass to Tinsley was his 100th career touchdown responsible for. He joins Trace McSorley 

(107; 2015-18) as the only PSU players responsible for at least 100 touchdowns. 
• Clifford recorded his 32nd career game with multiple touchdown passes. 
• The redshirt senior notched his 28th career game with 200+ passing yards. 



• Clifford collected his eighth 200-yard passing game of the season. 
• Clifford finished his career with 833 completions, a program record. His 833 completions rank seventh in Big Ten 

history. On the day, he moved past Michigan’s Chad Henne (828; 2004-07) for seventh. 
• Clifford’s 226 completions this season rank eighth at Penn State. 
• The redshirt senior finished his Penn State career with 1,356 pass attempts, a program record. His 1,356 pass 

attempts sit ninth in Big Ten history. 
• Clifford finished his PSU career with a program-record 86 passing touchdowns. He ranks fourth in Big Ten history. 
• The Ohio native recorded 24 passing touchdowns this season, tied fourth in a season at Penn State. 
• Clifford concluded his PSU career with 10,661 passing yards, a program record. He ranks fifth in Big Ten history. On 

the day, Clifford moved past Iowa’s Chuck Long (10,461; 1981-85) and Northwestern’s Brett Basanez (10,580; 
2002-05) for fifth. 

• Clifford’s 2,822 passing yards in 2022 rank eighth in a season at Penn State. 
• The redshirt senior finished his PSU career with 11,734 career total yards (2,822 pass; 1,073 rush), moving into first 

all-time at Penn State, ahead of Trace McSorley (11,576; 2015-18). Clifford ranks fourth all-time in Big Ten history. 
• Clifford’s 2,998 total yards (2,822 pass; 176 rush) this season sit ninth at PSU. 
• Clifford’s 29 touchdowns responsible for (24 pass; 5 rush) this season are tied fifth at Penn State. 
• Clifford finished his career with 150 completions of 20 or more yards, including 45 this season.  
• Clifford’s 88-yard passing score to Lambert-Smith is the fourth-longest pass play in Penn State history. Clifford 

finishes his career with four of the top eight pass plays in Penn State history (1st, 4th, T-5th, 8th). 
• Career Bowl Stats: 41-of-75 (55%), 607 yds, 4 TD, 3 INT, 88 long; 34 carries, 69 yards, 16 long. 

 
Nicholas Singleton 

• RB Nicholas Singleton rushed for 120 yards and two touchdowns on seven carries, averaging 17.1 yards per carry. 
• Singleton scored on an 87-yard run in the third quarter. It was his 12th rushing touchdown of the season. 
• The 87-yard touchdown run is Penn State’s longest rush in any Penn State game since Saquon Barkley’s 92-yard 

touchdown run in the 2017 Fiesta Bowl. 
• Singleton also scored on a 5-yard rush in the first quarter.  
• Singleton recorded his fifth career game with multiple touchdown rushes. 
• Since 2000, Singleton’s five multi-touchdown run games are tied with Larry Johnson (5; 2002) for the second-most 

in a season at PSU, trailing only Saquon Barkley (7; 2017). 
• On the 87-yard run, Singleton surpassed 1,000 rushing yards, becoming the 16th PSU player (28 occasions) to 

rush for 1,000 yards in a season.  
• Singleton joined Saquon Barkley (1,076; 2015) as the only PSU freshmen to reach 1,000 rushing yards in a season. 
• Singleton is the 49th Penn State player to surpass 1,000 career rushing yards. 
• Singleton recorded his fourth 100-yard rushing game of the season. 
• With the 87-yard touchdown run, Singleton owns nine rushes of 30+ yards, seven rushes of 40+ yards and four 

rushes of 50+ yards this season. 
• Singleton’s 1,061 rushing yards this season trail only Saquon Barkley (1,076; 2015) among Penn State freshmen. 
• His 1,061 rushing yards rank 20th in a season at PSU. 
• Singleton’s 6.8 yards per carry this season rank sixth at Penn State. 
• Singleton finished with a freshman season-record 12 rushing touchdowns this season. 

 
Kaytron Allen 

• RB Kaytron Allen scored on a 1-yard run in the fourth quarter. It was his 10th rushing touchdown of the season. 
• Since 2000, Allen’s 867 rushing yards rank third in a season by a PSU freshmen, behind only Singleton (1,061 

yards) and Saquon Barkley (1,076; 2015). 
 
Mitchell Tinsley 

• WR Mitchell Tinsley led PSU with six receptions. He tallied 49 yards and a touchdown. 
• Tinsley has a reception in 39-straight games. 



• Tinsley hauled in a 10-yard touchdown reception in the second quarter. It was his fifth touchdown reception of the 
season and the 23rd of his career. 

• Tinsley concluded his collegiate career with 181 receptions, 2,356 receiving yards and 23 receiving touchdowns. 
• Career Bowl Stats: 14 rec., 162 yds., 3 TD, 75 long (WKU and PSU) 

 
KeAndre Lambert-Smith 

• WR KeAndre Lambert-Smith recorded an 88-yard touchdown reception in the fourth quarter from Sean Clifford. It 
marked the longest pass in Rose Bowl History.  

• Lambert-Smith has two career bowl touchdown receptions of 40+ yards with his 88-yard touchdown in the Rose 
Bowl and 42-yard touchdown grab in the 2022 Outback Bowl. 

• The touchdown reception by Lambert-Smith was a career-long for him and the seventh touchdown of his career. 
• Lambert-Smith added a 32-yard pass in the second quarter. 
• Lambert-Smith recorded his first career 100-yard receiving game. He finished the game with 124 yards. 
• Lambert-Smith now has 1,048 career receiving yards, becoming the 37th PSU player to reach 1,000 career  
• Career Bowl Stats: 6 rec, 198 yds, 2 TD, 88 long. 

 
Theo Johnson 

• TE Theo Johnson hauled in a 28-yard reception in the first quarter. It was his 10th career reception of 20 or more 
yards and fifth this season. 

 
Harrison Wallace III 

• WR Harrison Wallace III made a 20-yard grab in the second quarter and a 27-yard catch in the fourth quarter. 
 
DEFENSE 
 
SEASON 

• Penn State’s 2022 season defensive stats and where it ranks in program history: 
o 85 pass breakups – 2nd 
o 43 sacks – 8th 
o 15 forced fumbles – T-8th 
o 12 fumble recoveries T-9th 

 
Team 

• With Penn State’s two interceptions, the Nittany Lions forced 26 takeaways this season, including 12 fumble 
recoveries and 14interceptions. 

• PSU has recorded at least seven tackles for loss in each of the last eight games (Michigan, 7; Minnesota, 7, Ohio 
State, 7; Indiana, 16; Maryland, 9; Rutgers, 15, Michigan State, 7; Utah, 9). 

• The Nittany Lions limited nine opponents to less than 100 rushing yards on the season (Purdue, 61; Ohio, 99; 
Central Michigan, 88; Northwestern, 31; Ohio State, 98; Indiana, 65; Maryland, 60; Rutgers 32; Michigan State 25). 

• Penn State has held 12 of its 13 opponents under their season rushing average entering the game (counting 
Purdue, who was held under its rushing average from 2021). 

• PSU leads the country with 85 pass breakups. The Nittany Lions have recorded 85 or more pass breakups in a 
season seven previous times (110, 1996; 96, 1993; 107, 1992; 129, 1991; 97, 1990; 110, 1987; 88, 1986). 

• The Nittany Lions have held six teams under a 50 percent completion percentage this season (Ohio, 42.5; 
Northwestern, 40.5; Minnesota, 40.9; Maryland, 47.8; Rutgers, 44.1; Utah, 45.0). 

• Penn State has held opponents to a 52.1 completion percentage (248-of-476). 
• PSU recorded 104 tackles for loss and 43 sacks this season. 
• Since 2014, Penn State has forced multiple takeaways in a game 49 times. 



 
Ji’Ayir Brown 

• S Ji’Ayir Brown picked off a pass in the third quarter, his 10th career interception. 
• Brown finishes his career having had a hand in 16 takeaways as a Nittany Lion (10 interceptions, 3 forced fumbles, 

3 fumble recoveries). 
• He returned the interception 22 yards, passing Anthony Scirotto (234; 2005-08) for the second-most career 

interception return yards at Penn State since 2000.  
• With five tackles in the first half, Brown reached 150 career tackles. He finished his career with 153 career tackles.  
• Brown recorded a career-high 1.5 sacks. He finished the season with 4.5 sacks and seven tackles for loss (9 in 

career).   
• Brown’s Career Bowl Stats: 14 tackles, 4 interceptions, 1.5 sacks, 1.5 tackles for loss  

 
Kalen King 

• CB Kalen King intercepted a pass in the first quarter. It was his third interception of the season and his career. 
• King’s Career Bowl Stats: 10 tackles, 1 pass breakup, 1 interception 

 
Curtis Jacobs 

• LB Curtis Jacobs tallied a career-high two sacks. He had one sack on five previous occasions, last against Rutgers. 
• Jacobs recorded a solo sack to end the first half and added a solo sack in the third quarter.  
• He finished with four sacks this season and now has seven for his career. 
• Jacobs had five tackles (4 solo) in the game. 
• Jacobs’ Career Bowl Stats: 15 tackles, 3 tackles for loss, 3 sacks 

 
Chop Robinson 

• DE Chop Robinson recorded a solo sack in the third quarter and added a half-sack in the fourth quarter. 
• Robinson finished his first season with the Nittany Lions with 5.5 sacks and 10 tackles for loss.  

 
Adisa Isaac 

• DE Adisa Isaac recorded two tackles for loss.  
• With the two tackles for loss, Isaac finished the season with 11 total and has 15.5 for his career.  
• The redshirt junior finished with five tackles (4 solo).  

 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
 
SEASON 

• Penn State averaged 43.65 yards per punt this season, good for second all-time in school history.  
 
Jake Pinegar 

• At the conclusion of the 2022 season, K Jake Pinegar currently has 49 career field goals, ranking fourth all-time at 
Penn State.  

• Pinegar’s 73.1 career field goal percentage (49-67), good for sixth all-time at PSU.  
• The redshirt senior has connected on 195 career extra points, which ranks fourth in Big Ten history.  
• Pinegar finishes the season with 57 extra points, moving into sixth all-time at PSU in a single season.  
• Pinegar’s Career Bowl Stats: 3-6 field goals, 45 long, 15-15 PAT 

 
Barney Amor 



• P Barney Amor knocked two punts inside the 20, one to the Utah 11 and the other to the Utah 1. Amor landed 22 
punts inside the 20 this season, 17 inside the 15 and 14 inside the 10. 

• With 232 punting yards, Amor reached the 5,000-yard mark for his career. He finishes his career with 5,042 career 
punt yards. 

• Amor finished the season with a 44.28 season punt average, which ranks second all-time at Penn State. 
 
 
 
 
 



Utah Postgame Notes 

109th Rose Bowl Game presented by Prudential 

No. 11 Penn State 35, No. 8 Utah 21 

Pasadena, Calif. (Rose Bowl) 

Mon., Jan. 2, 2023 

Kick: 2:11 p.m. PT | End: 5:31 p.m. 

Attendance: 94,873 (sellout) 

 

General • Rose Bowl Game 

• Utah (2022, '23) is the first Pac-12 team to appear in consecutive Rose Bowl games since 

Stanford did so in 2013 and '14. 

• The Utes' 11 third-down conversions made ranks fifth-most by a team in Rose Bowl 

Game history, and the 19 third-down attempts for the team is tied for second-most in 

Rose Bowl Game history. 

  

General • Game 

• Utah is 17-8 all-time when playing in bowl games and 11-5 under head coach Kyle 

Whittingham. 

• Utah is 25-16 when playing as a ranked team in the College Football Playoff poll. 

• Head coach Kyle Whittingham, the winningest leader in program history, is 154-74 in 18 

seasons at the helm of the Utes, plus the 2005 Fiesta Bowl. Including his time as an 

assistant coach (1994-2004), Whittingham has been on staff for 354 games, 228 as head 

coach. 

• The Utes have seven 10-win seasons under Whittingham (2008, '09, '10, '15, '19, '21, '22). 

• Utah has nine consecutive years of winning seasons, including 2022, dating back to 2014. 

The Utes have finished with a winning season in 16 of Whittingham's 18 years as head 

coach. 

• All-time, the Utes are 10-15 against current members of the Big Ten Conference. Utah's 

last Big Ten win came vs. Indiana, a 26-24 result in the Foster Farms Bowl on Dec. 28, 

2016. 

• Whittingham is 4-3 against current members of the Big Ten. 

• Utah won the coin toss and deferred. The Utes defended the South goal to begin the 

game. 

• Both teams were accompanied for the coin toss by Tournament of Roses Grand Marshal 

Gabby Giffords and Tournament of Roses President Amy Wainscott. 

• In collaboration with the Rose Bowl Game, Utah's "Moment of Loudness" took place 

during the third quarter. 

  

Offense 

• Quarterback Cameron Rising made his 25th start as a Ute and second in the Rose Bowl 

Game, passing 8-of-21 for 95 yards and a touchdown, as well as 10 rush attempts (47 

yards) before exiting due to injury in the third quarter. 

• Rising was relieved by Bryson Barnes, who made his 10th appearance of the season and 

second career appearance in the Rose Bowl Game. Barnes was 10-of-19 for 112 yards 

and a touchdown. Each quarterback had one interception apiece. 

https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/coaches/kyle-whittingham/3646
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/coaches/kyle-whittingham/3646
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/coaches/kyle-whittingham/3646
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/cameron-rising/13235
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/bryson-barnes/13168


• Wide receiver Devaughn Vele eclipsed 1,000 career receiving yards during the second 

quarter. Vele (five catches, 100 yards) now has 1,096 receiving yards in his 37-game 

career. 

• Rising ran a fourth-down keeper for three yards during the second quarter–it was Utah's 

third straight successful fourth-down conversion dating back to the Colorado game on 

Nov. 26. 

• Tight end Thomas Yassmin caught a one-yard touchdown pass from Rising during the 

second quarter. It was the 18th touchdown reception by a Ute tight end this season and 

marks the seventh game in the last eight that a Utah tight end has made a receiving 

touchdown. 

• The strike to Yassmin was Rising's 46th career touchdown pass, tying Rising for sixth-

most all time in Utah history alongside Tyler Huntley (2016-19). 

• Running back Ja'Quinden Jackson had a 19-yard rushing touchdown during the second 

quarter; it is Jackson's team-leading ninth rushing touchdown of the season, all coming 

since he converted to running back before the Arizona State game on Sept. 24. Jackson 

has six rushing touchdowns in the last three games (3 at Colorado, 2 vs. USC in the Pac-

12 Championship). 

• Jackson's touchdown was the 38th rushing touchdown by the Utes this season, resetting 

the program record (previously 37 during the 2021 season). 

• Jackson had a 30-yard rush late in the third quarter. It marked the fourth game in the last 

five that Jackson has had a rushing attempt of 30-plus yards. 

• Jackson eclipsed the 10-carry mark for the third straight game and fifth time this season. 

• Fellow running back Micah Bernard had his sixth double-digit carry game of the season 

(11 attempts for 59 yards). 

• Wide receiver Jaylen Dixon recorded a receiving touchdown for the second straight 

game. 

• Rising moved up the Utah record book in the following categories: 

o Season pass attempts: eighth (385 in 2022) 

o Season completions: fourth (249 in 2022) 

o Season passing yards: sixth (3,034 in 2022) 

o Career touchdown passes: tied with Tyler Huntley for sixth (46) 

• As a team, Utah finished the season with 3,047 net rushing yards, second-highest in 

program history (behind only the 1984 team which amassed 3,263 yards). 

  

Defense 

• Safety Sione Vaki recorded eight tackles in the game, one short of Vaki's career-high and 

his third game as a Ute with six-plus stops. 

• Linebacker Lander Barton has a career-high 3.0 TFL, resetting his previous best of 1.0 

(three times, last at Colorado). 

• Fellow linebacker Karene Reid also had a career-high TFL (2.0), resetting his previous 

career-high of 1.5 (three times, last at Washington State). 

• Utah's 7.0 TFL as a team are the most for the team in a bowl game since the Utes had 8.0 

vs. Texas in the Alamo Bowl on Dec. 31, 2019. 

• The three sacks for the Utes also match the most for a bowl game since the Alamo Bowl 

vs. Texas (3). 

https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/devaughn-vele/13252
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/thomas-yassmin/13260
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/ja-quinden-jackson/13195
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/micah-bernard/13171
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/jaylen-dixon/13181
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/sione-vaki/13266
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/lander-barton/13269
https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/karene-reid/13233


• Utah held its opponent scoreless on its opening drive for the 11th time this season (sixth 

three-and-out). The Utes also kept Ohio State to a three-and-out to begin last year's Rose 

Bowl Game. 

  

Special Teams 

• Punter Jack Bouwmeester provided a career-long 52-yard punt in the first quarter. 

 

https://utahutes.com/sports/football/roster/jack-bouwmeester/13425
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