LAS VEGAS BOWL
ARIZONA STATE VS FRESNO STATE

LAS VEGAS -- Running back Ronnie Rivers might be the embodiment of
Fresno State’s turnaround.

It wasn’'t guaranteed Rivers would be able to play this season af-
ter sustaining a foot injury in spring practice, and he was lim-
ited by a shoulder injury late in the year. But Rivers was there,
leading the way as the Bulldogs completed their journey after
going 1-11 two seasons ago.

Rivers rushed for 212 yards and two touchdowns to help No. 19
Fresno State beat Arizona State 31-20 in the Las Vegas Bowl on
Saturday.

Anthoula Kelly had a 70-yard interception return for a touchdown,
and Marcus McMaryion rushed for a touchdown and was 15-0f-29 pass-
ing for 176 yards to help Fresno State (12-2) set a school record
for wins in a season.

“It’s a group that persevered,” Fresno State coach Jeff Tedford
said. “This group can be remembered as the only team in NCAA his-
tory that went from a double-digit losing season to back-to-back
double-digit winning seasons.”

Rivers put Fresno State back in front 24-20 with a 68-yard touch-
down run up the middle in the third quarter and had a 5-yard scor-
ing run in the fourth quarter to seal it. The Bulldogs were 2-0
against Pac-12 opponents this season, also beating UCLA 38-14 in
September.

“We’ve been emphasizing on the word “finish’ this past week and
just going out there and finishing the job, getting this 12th win,”
said Rivers, who gained 156 yards on 15 carries in the second half
and was honored as the game’s most valuable player.

Fresno State was able to overcome turnovers on three consecutive
drives in the second half, including when McMaryion threw the first
of two interceptions to set up Brandon Ruiz’s 44-yard field goal
that gave Arizona State a 20-17 lead.

Dejonte O’Neal also fumbled off the pylon when reaching out to
score on a throwback screen.

“But I think it says a lot about our team,” Tedford said. “Our
team plays together, believe in one another. They don’t panic and
they just keep playing.”

Eno Benjamin rushed for 118 yards a one touchdown for the Sun Dev-
ils (7-6) in their third straight bowl loss. Manny Wilkins threw
for 129 yards, with a 3-yard scoring pass to Kyle Williams and two
interceptions.

First-year coach Herm Edwards put the loss on the failure to score
points off takeaways, getting three points following the three
Fresno State turnovers. Arizona State had 63 yards of offense in
the second half.

“We made it a game we wanted to play in. We made it uncomfortable
for them,” Arizona State coach Herm Edwards said. “But then they
got a score. We had to catch up a little bit and that’s where they
can really come after you.”

Benjamin set the school single-season rushing record on a 13-yard
run in the second quarter, finishing with 1,642 yards rushing to
break Woody Green’s mark of 1,565 yards in 1972.

Wilkins said he did not sustain an injury despite taking a hit to
the knee on the final pass of his college career, which was inter-
cepted by Juju Hughes.

“I'm good. I left it all out there, so that’s all I needed to do,”
Wilkins said.

THE TAKEAWAY

Arizona State: The Sun Devils will be disappointed to finish with
the exact same record as last season, but signs of progress under
Edwards were evident. The defense found several young playmakers
and played well against Fresno State without freshman linebacker
Merlin Robertson. The offense, which played without star wide re-
ceiver N’'Keal Harry after he declared for the NFL draft, needs to
be upgraded to contend in the Pac-12.

Fresno State: The Bulldogs used a strong second half to complete
its best season in school history. The senior-heavy offensive line
led the way for Rivers, who will be the focal point of the offense
in 2019. With a 22-6 record in two seasons at Fresno State, Ted-
ford has reminded everyone why he is one of the best coaches in
college football.

POLL IMPLICATIONS

Fresno State will finish the season ranked for the third time in
school history and should earn its highest final-ranking ever. Ari-
zona State could merit consideration from voters in the preseason
poll.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

ASU 7 10 3 0 20

FRES 10 7 7 7 31
Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER ASU FRES
FRES FG 7:02

Asa Fuller 39 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 45 yards, 2:43 0 3
FRES TD 4:58

Anthoula Kelly 70 Yd Interception Return (Asa Fuller Kick)

5 plays, 29 yards, 2:04 0 10

ASU TD 1:25

Kyle Williams 3 Yd pass from Manny Wilkins (Brandon Ruiz Kick)
9 plays, 65 yards, 3:33 7 10

SECOND QUARTER ASU FRES
ASU TD 12:43

Eno Benjamin 17 Yd Run (Brandon Ruiz Kick)

8 plays, 58 yards, 2:28 14 10

FRES TD 8:03

Marcus McMaryion 10 Yd Run (Asa Fuller Kick)

9 plays, 75 yards, 4:40 14 17

ASU FG 0:51

Brandon Ruiz 20 Yd Field Goal

17 plays, 72 yards, 7:12 17 17

THIRD QUARTER ASU FRES
ASU FG 5:33

Brandon Ruiz 44 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 13 yards, 4:10 20 17

FRES TD 1:00

Ronnie Rivers 68 Yd Run (Asa Fuller Kick)

4 plays, 80 yards, 0:59 20 24

FOURTH QUARTER ASU FRES
FRES TD 5:19

Ronnie Rivers 5 Yd Run (Asa Fuller Kick)

7 plays, 55 yards, 3:19 20 31
Team Stats ASU FRES

First Downs 18 18

Total Yards 293 436

Total Plays 69 64

Avg Gain Per Play 4.2 6.8

Net Yards Rushing 164 260

Rushes 38 35

Yards Per Rush 7.4

Net Yards Passing 176

Comp-Att 15-29
Yards Per Pass
Times Sacked 1
Yds Lost To Sacks -6
Interceptions 2
Punts 6
Punt Average
Penalties 3
Penalty Yards 20
Fumbles 0
Fumbles Lost 0
Possession 31:01
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Individual Stats
RUSHING

ASU

3 Eno Benjamin

5 Manny Wilkins

31 Isaiah Floyd

29 A.J. Carter
FRES

20 Ronnie Rivers

6 Marcus McMaryion
11 Dejonte O’Neal

3 KeeSean Johnson
PASSING

ASU Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
5 Manny Wilkins 19 31 129 4.2 1 2

5
S NN NL»U1E

N
—
—
o

Rush

23

11

2

2 5
Rush

24

4

2

1

<
CO,oQ uUuUwrY
[
<]
B
Q
H H

[GIS

OBRat
94.0

FRES Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
6 Marcus McMaryion 15 29 176 6.1 0 2

OBRat
88.9

RECEIVING

ASU R«
2 Brandon Aiyuk

86 Curtis Hodges

10 Kyle wWilliams

3 Eno Benjamin

19 Terrell Chatman

87 Tommy Hudson

FRES R
11 Dejonte O’Neal

16 Jared Rice

3 KeeSean Johnson

20 Ronnie Rivers

1 Jamire Jordan

7 Derrion Grim

2 Michiah Quick
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