ARIZONA BOWL
ARKANSAS STATE VS NEVADA

TUCSON, Ariz. -- As Nevada quarterback Ty Gangi worked through
his progressions, Reagan Roberson slipped out into the left flat
unnoticed.

Gangi flipped the ball out to his tight end and Arkansas State’s
defense quickly converged. Roberson shed the first would-be tackler
like he was brushing off a bug, made a beeline for the corner of
the end zone, diving across the line just before two more defend-
ers could stop him.

Following more than three quarters of offensive ineptitude, the
Wolf Pack found their offensive rhythm at just the right time,
beating Arkansas State 16-13 on Saturday in the Arizona Bowl on
Roberson’s ll-yard overtime catch-and-run.

“They took some things away and we had to go to the tight end
more,” said Gangi, who threw for 200 yards and a touchdown on 18-
of-34 passing with two interceptions. “I gave him a chance and he
made a great play for me, broke a tackle and dove into the end
zone for the winner.”

Nevada (8-5) looked as if it would never get the chance. The Wolf
Pack struggled against Arkansas State’s stout defensive front,
barely eking out 100 yards of total offense for three quarters.

Nevada stayed in it with a bend-don’t-break defense and found a
rhythm with a couple of big plays in the fourth quarter. Devonte
Lee put the Wolf Pack up 10-7 on a l-yard run with 1:06 left and,
after the Red Wolves tied it with Blake Grupe'’s last-play field
goal, Roberson sent them racing onto the field with his bulldozing
touchdown.

“This is right up there at the top as far as guys fighting and be-
lieving in each other,” Nevada second-year coach Jay Norvell said.
-- at least in

Arkansas State needed a little more belief

the red zone.

(8-5)

The Red Wolves made five trips inside Nevada’s 20 and came away
with seven points. Arkansas State had two turnovers in the end
zone and twice failed to convert on fourth down, including once
on a trick play.

Throw in a blocked field goal and another short one badly missed by
Grupe, the Red Wolves head into the offseason wondering what if
after racking up 499 total yards and coming away with 13 points.

“We’ve had a struggle with that for a long time,” Arkansas State
coach Blake Anderson said. “You can blame on whatever you want to,
at the end of the day we just didn’t get it done.”

Arkansas State’s Warren Wand ran for 140 yards and Justice Hansen
threw for 275 yards, but also had three interceptions -- two in the
end zone -- after throwing six during the regular season.

The Red Wolvers’ miscues in the red zone allowed Nevada to still
be within 7-3 at halftime despite managing 72 total yards.

“We believed in the plan and if you continue to work, good things
will happen,” Novell said. “Just amazing.”

BIG PICTURE

Nevada’s offense came to life at just the right time to avoid
ending the season with a loss to rival UNLV and a disappointing
bowl performance.

Arkansas State will lament its lost offensive opportunities all
offseason.

INJURED WOLVES

Arkansas State lost two of its best players by early in the third
quarter.

Defensive end Ronheen Bingham, who led the Red Wolves with nine
regular-season sacks, had to be helped from the field with a se-
rious left leg injury in the first quarter. On the first play of
the third quarter, defensive back Justin Clifton went down with
an injury.

“It was tough seeing two of our best defensive players go down,”
Red Wolves safety B.J. Edmonds said. “We still played well after
that, but who knows what could have happened.”

SCHOLARSHIP TIME

Nevada receiver Ben Putman had two of the game’s biggest plays,
catching a pair of 44-yard passes from Gangi -- one on a flea flick-
er, the other to set up Lee’s l-yard score late in regulation.

A walk-on, Putman finished with four catches and a game-high 144
yards. After the game, Norvell rewarded the junior with a schol-
arship.

“I didn’t know who he was three months ago,” Norvell said. *“All
he does is compete..”
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Scoring Summary
SECOND QUARTER
NEV FG 5:09

Ramiz Ahmed 36 Yd Field Goal

10 plays, 43 yards,
ARKST TD 3:08

Marcel Murray 2 Yd Run (Blake Grupe Kick)

6 plays, 75 yards, 2:01
FOURTH QUARTER

NEV TD 1:06

5:07
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Devonte Lee 1 Yd Run (Ramiz Ahmed Kick)

10 plays, 74 yards,
ARKST FG 0:00

2:39

Blake Grupe 32 Yd Field Goal

8 plays, 1:06
OVERTIME

ARKST FG

61 yards,

Blake Grupe 24 Yd Field Goal

5 plays,
NEV TD

18 yards

Reagan Roberson 11 Yd pass from Ty Gangi

5 plays, 25 yards

Team Stats

First Downs

Total Yards

Total Plays

Avg Gain Per Play

Net Yards Rushing

Rushes

Yards Per Rush

Net Yards Passing

Comp-Att

Yards Per Pass

Times Sacked

Yds Lost To Sacks

Interceptions

Punts

Punt Average

Penalties

Penalty Yards

Fumbles

Fumbles Lost

Possession

Individual Stats

RUSHING

ARKST

6 Warren Wand

34 Marcel Murray 17

15 Justice Hansen 12

13 Kirk Merritt 1

70 Lanard Bonner 1

NV Rush

35 Toa Taua

23 Kelton Moore

2 Devonte Lee

5 Jaxson Kincaide

6 Ty Gangi

PASSING

ARKST Comp

15 Justice Hansen 26

NV Comp

6 Ty Gangi 18

RECEIVING

ARKST Rec

7 Omar Bayless 7

13 Kirk Merritt 8

18 Justin McInnis 5

6 Warren Wand 5

9 Jonathan Adams, Jr.1l

NV Rec

85 Ben Putman 4

14 Dominic Christian 3

31 Reagan Roberson 2

19 Cole Turner 1

3 Kaleb Fossum 1
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