PEACH BOWL
FLORIDA VS MICHIGAN

ATLANTA -- Florida capped its big comeback season -- and left

Michigan reeling again.

Lamical Perine had a 5- gard scoring catch and 53-yard touchdown
run to lead No. 10 Flori s strong rushing attack Saturday, help-
ing the Gators affirm their return to relevance with a 41-15 rout
of 'No. 8 Michigan in the Peach Bowl.

After ﬁnlshlng 4-7 in 2017, Florida enjoyed a dramatic turnaround
in Dan Mullen’s first season as coach.

The victorg put Florida (10-3) in position to enter next season
as a Top 10 team.

“In year one, to come here and to know where we were this time a
year ago to where we are today, it’s special to me,” Mullen said.

.. To finish as a 10-win season, one of the Top 10 teams in the
country, that’s pretty special.”

Florida (10-3) closed the season with four straight wins.

“I don’'t know many teams that’d be lining up to play us right now,”
Mullen sai

Michigan (10-3) closed a promising season with two straight lop-
sided losses.

Feleipe Franks ran and passed for touchdowns to lead Florida’s
offense.

Chauncey Gardner-Johnson led Florida’'s defense with two intercep-
tions, including one returned 30 yards for a touchdown with less
than five minutes remaining. Gardner-Johnson’s first interception
early in the second half, when Florida led only 13-10, set the
tone” for the Gators.

“We showed a lot of heart and a lot of fight and treated it like a
regular week,” Gardner-Johnson said. “I ‘don’t know how they pre-
pared. But I "don’t think they prepared too well.”

The Wolverines faced the unenviable task of having four top start-
ers, including top rusher Karan Higdon and leading tackler Devin
Bush, skip thé game to focus on the NFL draft.

Coach Jim Harbaugh said he thought his Michigan players recovered
from allowing 567 yards in a 62-39 loss to Ohlo State to close the
re?ular season, ending the Wolverines’ hopes for a spot in the
ollege Football Playoff.

“I thought they were ready. ... I thought they were emotionally
ready, yeah,” Harbaugh sal addlng he still considered the season
to have been “very good."”

“It would have been a great season had we won this game,” he said.
“Didn’t get that done.

Harbaugh said he does not plan staff changes.
Florida compiled 427 total yards, including 257 on the ground.

Franks had a 20-yard scoring run in the second quarter and finished
with 74 yards rushing on 14 carries while passing for 173 yards.

Perine had 76 yards rushing. Jordan Scarlett ran for 59 yards,
including a 1l-yard scoring run.

Trailing 13-10, Michigan’s first possession of the second half be-
?an at 1ts 48. The excellent scoring opportunity was only a pre-
ude for disappointment.

The Wolverines gained one first down before Patterson’s deep pass
over the middle was intercepted at the 3 by Gardner-Johnson, whose
47-yard return to the Michigan 44 set up the Gators.

Speedy Kadarius Toney gained 30 yards on a fourth-down, end-around
run to the Michigan 5. Franks’ 5-yard touchdown pass to Perine
pushed the Florida lead to 20-10.

THE TAKEAWAY

Florida: From the start, with players bouncing up and down on the
sideline, the Gators seémed intent on ending their feel-good sea-
son with a win. Florida made a statement it will be a team to watch
in_the Southeastern Conference’s Eastern Division in 2019 after it
piled up big yards on the nation’s top-ranked defense.

Michigan: The Wolverines’ loss of talent was evident on both sides
of thé ball, especially at running back. Tru Wilson made the start
as the replacement for Higdon at running back but had only three
carries for nine yards. Christian Turner and Chris Evans each had
seven carries. The committee apgroach couldn’t make up for Hig-
don’s departure. Michigan was held to 66 yards rushing, including
32 by Turner.

REPLAY SADNESS

Michigan had two apparent touchdowns negated following video re-
views by officials.

On the Wolverines’ first possession, Turner’s 46-yard touchdown run
was turned into a modest 8-yard gain when the  review showed he
stepped out of bounds at the Florida 38.

Michigan came away with no points when fullback Ben Mason was
stopped for no gain on back-to-back runs.

“That hurt,” Harbaugh said.

Patterson’s apparent 8-yard scoring pass to Tarik Black was taken
away in the fourth quarter when the review showed Black lost con-
trol of the ball when falling back.

REPEAT ROOKIE

Turner, who played in only two regular-season games, will retain
his freshman eligibility in 2019 under college football’s new
redshirt rule.

PATTERSON’'S DAY

Shea Patterson’s 9-yard scoring pass to Donovan Peoples-Jones in
the first quarter was the Wolverines’ only touchdown. Patterson
threw two second-half interceptions and completed 22 of 36 passes
for 236 yards and a touchdown.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

FLA 3 10 14 14 41

MICH 7 3 0 5 15

Scoring Summary ----———————————

FIRST QUARTER FLA MICH

FLA FG 5:37

E. McPherson 21 yd FG GOOD

10 plays, 71 yards, 3:52 3 0
MICH TD 2:03

S. Patterson pass,to D. Peoples-Jones for 9 yds for a TD, (J. Moody
KICK)

9 plays, 75 yards, 3:34 3 7
SECOND QUARTER FLA MICH

FLA FG 12:22

E. McPherson 26 yd FG GOOD

10 plays, 66 yards, 4:41 "6 7
MICH FG 5:56

J. Moody 48 yd FG GOOD

4 plays, 0 yards, 1:58 6 10
FLA TD 2:41

F. Franks run for 20 yds for a TD, (E. McPherson KICK)

8 plays, 75 yards, 3:15 13 10
THIRD QUARTER FLA MICH
FLA TD 8:06

F. Franks pass,to L. Perine for 5 yds for a TD,
6 plays, 44 yards, 2:43

FLA TD 2:34

J. Scarlett run for 1 yd for a TD, (E. McPherson KICK)

8 plays, 63 yards, 4:07 27 10
FOURTH QUARTE FLA MICH

MICH FG 12: 16

J. Moody 26 yd FG GOOD

11 plays, 67 yards, 5:18 27 13

FLA TD 9:21

L. Perine run for 53 yds for a TD, (E. McPherson KICK)

6 plays, 75 yards, 2:55 34 13

MICH SF 4:58

TEAM punt for -20 yds for a SAFETY

0 plays, 5 yards, 2:22 34 15

FLA TD 4:43

S. Patterson pass intercepted for a TD,C. Gardner-Johnson return for
30 yds for a TD, (E. McPherson KICK)

1 play, -5 yards, 0:09 41 15

ICH

(E. McPherson KICK)
20 10
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Team Stats

First Downs

Total Yards

Total Pla¥

Avg Gain Per Play
Net Yards Rushing
Rushes

Yards Per Rush
Net Yards Passing
Comp-Att

Yards Per_ Pass
Times Sacked

Yds Lost To Sacks
Interceptions
Punts
Punt_Average
Penalties

Penalty Yards
Fumbles

Fumbles Lost
Possession
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22 Lamical Perine
13 Feleipe Franks 14
25 Jordan Scarlett 9
4 Kadarius Toney 2
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5 Emory Jones

27 Dameon Pierce
MICH

41 Christian Turner 7
12 Chris Evans 7
3 Joe Milton 1
13 Tru Wilson 3
2 Shea Patterson 10
42 Ben Mason 2
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13 Feleipe Franks 13 23 173 7.5
12 van Jefferson 1 1 -3
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MICH
2 Shea Patterson 22 36 236 6. 6
3 Joe Milton 1 1 13
RECEIVING

FLA R
12 van Jefferson

10 Josh Hammond

80 C’yontai Lewis

22 Lamical Perine

4 Kadarius Toney

8 Trevon Grimes

13 Feleipe Franks
MICH R
4 Nico Collins

9 Donovan Peoples-Jones
83 Zach Gentry

41 Christian Turner
88 Grant Perry

7 Tarik Black

12 Chris Evans

13 Tru Wilson
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