WEEK ONE
CINCINNATI AT UCLA

PASADENA, Calif. -- Even
first time with UCLA, he
build a program that can

before Chip Kelly took the field for the
realized he’s facing plenty of work to
measure up to his creation at Oregon.

The Cincinnati Bearcats were happy to show just how much work
they’ve already done on their own rebuilding project.

Michael Warren II rushed for 141 yards and three touchdowns, and
Cincinnati spoiled Kelly's debut with a 26-17 victory at the Rose
Bowl on Saturday night.

Bryan Wright forced a fumble that led to a tiebreaking safety with
9:45 to play, and the Bearcats’ defense limited UCLA to 306 yards
in the first game of Kelly’s ballyhooed return to collegiate coach-
ing after a six-year absence.

Kelly lost only seven combined games during his wildly successful
four-year tenure with the Ducks, but after two unsuccessful NFL
stops, he’'s leading a rebuilding project at UCLA. In his debut, he
frequently tried to run his famed offense with a freshman quar-
terback, center and running back after his starting QB got hurt.

“I'm disappointed in the mistakes that we made,” Kelly said. “Dis-
appointed in the mistakes that we made as coaches, putting guys in
position to make plays. ... We can control our attitudes, and we
can control our effort. Are we disappointed? Yeah. Anytime you put
the amount of time we do into something, it hurts.”

Thanks largely to solid work by UCLA’s defense, the game was even
in the fourth quarter. But shortly after Wright stripped UCLA
freshman quarterback Dorian Thompson-Robinson and forced a safety,
the Bearcats stopped the Bruins on downs at the UCLA 36.

Cincinnati then got its only offensive points of the second half
with 1:44 to play on Warren’s third l-yard TD run, setting off a
celebration for the Bearcats and their hearty cheering section.

“We don’t want to look too far ... (but) we’'re going to enjoy
this,” said coach Luke Fickell, whose team went 4-8 last season in
his debut. “Winning college football games is not easy. We went
through a lot of (losses) last year. There’s something we’re going
to have to handle that’s a little bit different now, and that'’s
praise.”

Freshman Desmond Ridder passed for 100 yards and ran for 63 more
after replacing senior starter Hayden Moore in the third offensive
series for the Bearcats, but he struggled in the second half be-
fore the defense brought it home with a series of big plays.

Warren scored the clinching TD after the Bearcats initially lined
up for a field goal, only for Fickell to change his mind after a
UCLA penalty moved the ball from the Bruins 2 to the 1.

“It was a great team win,
together,” Wright said.

and I feel like it’s going to bring us

Kelly deliberately revealed little about the look and style of
his first team at UCLA during the past months, but nothing was
inordinately flashy or unusual about the Bruins’ game plan -- and
Thompson-Robinson was inconsistent after taking over for injured
starter Wilton Speight. The senior Michigan transfer injured his
back in the first half.

Thompson-Robinson flashed tremendous arm strength, but went 15 of
25 for 117 yards, missing several big throws.

“Just too many mistakes,” Kelly said. “But it’s about giving them
an opportunity to play. It’s a younger team. Not a lot of ex-
perience. That’s not an excuse. That’s just a reality.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Cincinnati: Despite the Bruins’ clear status as a work in prog-
ress, a win at the Rose Bowl is an enormous boost to Fickell'’'s
rebuilding efforts after the disappointment of last season. Rid-
der got valuable experience if he turns out to be the long-term
starter, too.

UCLA: In case anyone still doubted it, Kelly won’t transform the
Bruins overnight, not with a thin roster coming off two losing
seasons. But in Thompson-Robinson and Allen, Kelly has the ingre-
dients for some excitement when his team gets up to speed.

SPEED KILLS

The only scoring play of the third quarter was UCLA freshman Ka-
zmeir Allen’s thrilling 74-yard TD run through the heart of the
Cincinnati defense after a simple inside handoff. The high school
track star finished with only 103 yard because he curiously got
just two more carries after his TD.

QUOTING KELLY

“The competitor part of you is disappointed, but you’ve got to
correct it and fix it, because nobody is going to feel sorry for
you,” Kelly said. “That’s how you grow. Sometimes you’ve got to
get out of your comfort zone, and we got stretched out of our com-
fort zone today. There’s a first time for everything, and hopefully
we can build upon that. Instead of looking at this as a negative,
we’ll try to turn it into a positive.”
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Scoring Summary
FIRST QUARTER

TD 7:38

Bolu Olorunfunmi 1 Yd Run (JJ Molson Kick)

4 plays, 13 yards, 0:56

FG 2:02

JJ Molson 47 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 25 yards, 3:22

SECOND Quarter

TD 10:02

Michael Warren II 1 Yd Run (Cole Smith Kick)
14 plays, 75 yards, 7:00

TD 6:57

Michael Warren II 1 Yd Run (Cole Smith Kick)
7 plays, 27 yards, 3:00

FG 0:20

Cole Smith 24 Yd Field Goal

9 plays, 80 yards, 1:59

Third Quarter

TD 12:49

Kazmeir Allen 74 Yd Run (JJ Molson Kick)

2 plays, 78 yards, 1:04

Fourth Quarter

SF 9:45

Team Safety

1 play, -12 yards,
TD 1:44

Michael Warren II 1 Yd Run (Cole Smith Kick)
9 plays, 36 yards, 4:02

0:09

CIN
18
304
717
3.9
194
51
3.8
110

Team Stats

First Downs

Total Yards

Total Plays

Avg Gain Per Play
Net Yards Rushing
Rushes

Yards Per Rush
Net Yards Passing
Comp-Att 14-26
Yards Per Pass 4.2
Times Sacked 5

Yds Lost To Sacks -25
Interceptions 0
Punts 8
Punt Average 43.4
Penalties 7
Penalty Yards 45
Fumbles 1
Fumbles Lost 1

Individual Stats

RUSHING

CIN

3 Michael Warren II

9 Desmond Ridder

8 Hayden Moore

UCLA R

19 Kazmeir Allen 5

27 Joshua Kelley 6

4 Bolu Olorunfunmi 9
3
8

Rush Yds

142

-11
h Yds
103
20 3.3
13 1.4
12 4.0
-4 -0.5

35
14
2

u

n

3 Wilton Speight
7 Dorian Thompson-Robinson
PASSING

CIN Comp Att
9 Desmond Ridder 13 24
8 Hayden Moore 1 2
UCLA Comp Att
7 Dorian Thompson-Robinson 15 25
3 Wilton Speight 8 12
RECEIVING

CIN R
3 Michael Warren II
21 Jayshon Jackson

82 Wilson Huber

83 Josiah Deguara

85 Thomas Geddis

87 Bruno Labelle

1 Kahlil Lewis

20 Aulden Knight

UCLA R
14 Theo Howard

81 Caleb Wilson

27 Joshua Kelley

2 Kyle Philips

23 Chase Cota

87 Jordan Wilson

4 Bolu Olorunfunmi

17 Christian Pabico

9 Dymond Lee

19 Kazmeir Allen

Yds
29

Q

16
10
10 10.0
10

Yds Av
52 10
36 9
19 6.

4
13 13
12 12
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UCLA
15
306
68
4.5
144
31
4.6
162
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23-37
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0 89.2
0 92.0
OBRat
0 99.3
1 81.5



