WEEK ONE
UTSA ARIZONA STATE

TEMPE, Ariz. -- Herm Edwards was a big winner in his return to the
sidelines as head coach at Arizona State.

And he wasn’t at all satisfied.

Manny Wilkins threw for four touchdowns, two to N’Keal Harry, and
Arizona State routed UTSA 49-7 on Saturday night.

“It was sloppy,” Edwards said. “... I didn’t like I what I was
watching a lot of times. The big plays are one thing but you play
against good football teams you want to have sustained drives.”

Wilkins, entering his third season as Arizona State'’s starter,
completed 16 of 24 for 237 yards and left the game after three
quarters with his team comfortably up 42-0.

“If you get a win out of not playing very well,
you take it,” Edwards said.

playing sloppy,

Edwards’ criticism aside, it was a dominating performance.

“We wanted to prove that Herm is a good coach and we wanted to
prove we would run through a wall for him,” defensive back Chase
Lucas said, “and that’s just what we did.”

Harry, a second-team preseason All-American wide receiver, caught
six passes for 140 yards, including touchdown plays of 58 and 31
yards. The 6-foot-4, 221-pound junior did most of the damage with
his legs on both plays.

Arizona State (1-0) outgained the Roadrunners (0-1) 503-220, in-
cluding 266-2 on the ground. Eno Benjamin had 131 yards on 16
carries, including a 3-yard TD run. USTA quarterbacks were sacked
nine times.

Next up is a much tougher opponent, Edwards warned, when No. 11
Michigan State comes to Tempe next week.

“The team coming in here next week, put your big boy pants on,” he
said, “because they’re going to run the football.”

Even if he wasn’t satisfied, it was a highly successful debut for
Edwards, who left his ESPN studio job to return to the sidelines.
He hadn’t coached since he was fired by the Kansas City Chiefs in
2008 and hadn’t coached collegiately since he served as a defen-
sive backs coach for San Jose State in 1989.

The Sun Devils took the opening kickoff and went 81 yards in four
plays. The big one came on a short pass to Harry, who outran the
defense on a 58-yard touchdown play. A half-minute later, Arizona
State made it 14-0 when Shannon Forman picked off Cordale Gundy'’s
pass and returned it 25 yards for a score.

UTSA mounted its best drive of the first half, advancing to the Sun
Devils 26-yard line. But Grundy dropped back to pass, was hit and
fumbled. Darius Slade recovered for Arizona State.

From there, Wilkins moved the Sun Devils 64 yards in seven plays
for another TD, Benjamin Eno plunging the final three yards for the
score. Wilkins was 4-for-4 for 52 yards on the drive.

Harry'’s most impressive play came in the fourth quarter, when he
took a pass from Wilkins at the line of scrimmage near the left
sideline and evaded a series of would-be tacklers as he glided
around the right side and followed a solid block into the end zone.

“I was just trying to make a play,” Harry said. “That’s something
that really comes natural to me. When I'm out there, it’s just like
God-given natural ability.”

UTSA avoided the shutout with a late TD.

“ We were deserving of finishing second today because in all three
phases we looked like a team trying to find an identity,” Roadrun-
ners coach Frank Wilson said. “ The good thing is we have no
other place to go but up.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Arizona State couldn’t find much to complain about in this one but
things will get tougher next week when No. 11 Michigan State comes
to town. Still, Harry is showing he’s the real deal and a major
problem for defenders down the road.

UTSA was outmatched from the start and didn’t look like even a
contender in its Conference USA, with an unsettled display at
quarterback and deficiencies on defense.

TOSSED

Arizona State cornerback Jalen Harvey was ejected with 10:14 left
in the first half for a personal foul, leading with his helmet well
after Grundy went into a protective slide. The punishment means
Harvey will have to miss the first half of next Saturday night’s
game against Michigan State.

QUARTERBACK SWITCH

With 4:26 left, the Roadrunners made a switch at quarterback, re-
placing Grundy, a junior-college transfer, with D.J. Gillins, a
graduate transfer from SMU. Grundy returned to the game with 5:41
left in the third quarter and Gillins came back late in the fourth.

Final 1
UTSA 0 0
ASU 14
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Scoring Summary ------—————————-
FIRST QUARTER

TD 13:44

N’Keal Harry 58 Yd pass from Manny Wilkins (Brandon Ruiz Kick)

4 plays, 81 yards, 1:16 0 7

TD 13:01

Shannon Forman 25 Yd Interception Return (Brandon Ruiz Kick)

2 plays, -3 yards, 0:00 0 14

2 QUARTER UTSA ASU
TD 4:26

Eno Benjamin 3 Yd Run (Brandon Ruiz Kick)

7 plays, 64 yards, 3:27 0 21

TD 0:32

Terrell Chatman 11 Yd pass from Manny Wilkins (Brandon Ruiz Kick)
5 plays, 43 yards, 2:22 28

3 QUARTER
TD 5:41
Eno Benjamin 7 Yd pass from Manny Wilkins (Brandon Ruiz Kick)
7 plays, 60 yards, 3:01 0 35
TD 0:57

N’Keal Harry 31 Yd pass from Manny Wilkins (Brandon Ruiz Kick)
5 plays, 61 yards, 1:47 0 42
4 QUARTER UTSA ASU
TD 11:38

Isaiah Floyd 5 Yd Run (Brandon Ruiz Kick)

5 plays, 35 yards, 2:32 0 49
TD 6:03

B.J. Daniels 4 Yd Run (Jared Sackett Kick)

11 plays, 75 yards, 5:35 7 49

UTSA ASU

UTSA ASU

Team Stats utsa asU
First Downs 18 21
Total Yards 220 503
Total Plays 77 60
Avg Gain Per Play 2.9 8.4
Net Yards Rushing 2 266
Rushes 34 36
Yards Per Rush 0.1 7.4
Net Yards Passing 218 237
Comp-Att 19-43 16-24
Yards Per Pass 9.9
Times Sacked

Yds Lost To Sacks
Interceptions
Punts

Punt Average
Penalties

Penalty Yards
Fumbles

Fumbles Lost
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Individual Stats
RUSHING

utsa Rush Yds
33 B.J. Daniels 9 24 2.7
22 Brenden Brady 2 6 3.0
5 Jalen Rhodes 3 -3
10 Greg Campbell Jr. 1 -4
15 D.J. Gillins 6 -10
14 Cordale Grundy 12 -10
ast Rush Yds
3 Eno Benjamin 16 131 8.2 34
31 Isaiah Floyd 9 79
5 Manny Wilkins 6 28
15 Dillon Sterling-Cole2 22 11.
29 A.J. Carter 2 7 3.
PASSING

utsa Comp Att Yds
14 Cordale Grundy 16 33 187 5.7
15 D.J. Gillins 3 10 31 3.1
ast Comp Att Yds OBRat
5 Manny Wilkins 16 24 237 9.9 0 204.6
15 Dillon Sterling-Cole 0O 0 0 - 0 0 -
RECEIVING

utsa R
16 Kirk Johnson Jr.

3 Tarig Woolen

10 Greg Campbell Jr.
19 Blaze Moorhead

11 Tykee Ogle-Kellogg
5 Jalen Rhodes

2 Sheldon Jones

22 Brenden Brady

87 Gavin Sharp
Arizona St. R
1 N’Keal Harry

84 Frank Darby

10 Kyle Williams

3 Eno Benjamin

86 Curtis Hodges

19 Terrell Chatman

88 Ceejhay French-Love
14 Ryan Jenkins

87 Tommy Hudson

2 Brandon Aiyuk

OBRat
1 90.0
0 56.0

Q

Yds Avg

51 17.0 33

8 8.0 8

4 4.0 4
Avg
140 23.3 58
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