WEEK ONE
VIRGINIA TECH VS FLORDIA STATE
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- Virginia Tech and coach Justin Fuente notched

another season-opening victory against a ranked team.

Florida State and Willie Taggart delivered the program’s most in-
ept offensive performance at home in a decade, hardly the start
Taggart had hoped for with the Seminoles.

Needless to say, it was easy to tell which Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence heavyweight looked like a title contender Monday night.

Josh Jackson threw two touchdown passes, one early and another
late, and the 20th-ranked Hokies handled No. 19 Florida State 24-3
in the rain to spoil Taggart’s debut in Tallahassee.

“It certainly wasn’t perfect by any means, but to play as intel-
ligent as we did, I am proud,” said Fuente, who beat then-No. 22
West Virginia to open 2017.

Florida State looked dysfunctional and disorganized most of the
night, finishing with five turnovers, a blocked punt that was re-
turned for a touchdown and a missed field goal. It was the first time
the Seminoles failed to score a touchdown at home since losing
12-3 to Wake Forest on Sept. 20, 2008.

“Tough loss,” said Taggart, a former head coach at Oregon, South
Florida and Western Kentucky. “Not what any of us expected. We
didn’t play a good game at all. It was very sloppy. It’s hard to
win a football game with five turnovers.

“We have to play much better. That’s on all of us,
me."”

The Hokies were good at the start and even better with the game
on the line.

Jackson connected with Eric Kumah over the middle with less than 6
minutes to play. Kumah bounded through three arm tackles and raced
49 yards for the game-sealing score . Jackson also opened the game
with a 10-yard touchdown pass to Damon Hazelton in the corner of
the end zone. Jackson lofted a pass that cornerback Levonta Taylor
looked lost trying to defend.

starting with

Jackson completed 16 of 26 passes for 207 yards. Kumah finished

with four catches for 86 yards.

Kumah also scored on special teams, scooping up the team’s 75th
blocked punt since 1987 It was fitting since former Virginia Tech
coach Frank Beamer, known for his “Beamerball” brand of special
teams, was on hand as an honorary captain.

The outcome probably shouldn’t have been too surprising since the
Hokies finished 9-4 in Justin Fuente’s second season and returned a
number of key players, including Jackson. The Seminoles are coming
off a 7-6 season and are still getting acclimated to a new coaching
staff and new schemes on both sides of the ball.

“I saw a lot of guys ticked off in the locker room, a lot of guys
crying,” Taggart said. “We’ll see how guys come back and respond.
... You have to do it quick.”

Little went right for Florida State all night:
- Receiver Nygwan Murray fumbled on the team’s opening posses-

sion, giving Virginia Tech great field position and leading to a
field goal.

- Ricky Aguayo missed a 32-yard field goal early in the second
quarter.

- Murray appeared to score on a 30-yard pass from Deondre Francois
later in the second. Instead of challenging the call, the Semi-
noles hurried to the line and were flagged for a false start. FSU
had to settle for a short field goal.

- Logan Tyler had his punt blocked by Chris Cunningham at the
3-yard line. Kumah scooped it up and scored, putting the Hokies
up 17-3.

- Taggart went for it on fourth-and-3 at the Virginia Tech 21.
Francois’ pass fell incomplete.

The Seminoles essentially provided huge assists on both of Tech’s
touchdowns and cost themselves another 10 points.

“We didn’t do a whole lot of adjusting,” longtime Hokies defensive
coordinator Bud Foster said. “We fit up the speed reads and created
negative plays.”

Virginia Tech had a chance to make it a three-score game late in
the third quarter, but Fuente went for it on fourth down at the
1. Steven Peoples was stopped short of the goal line, keeping it
a l4-point game and giving the Seminoles life.

FSU looked like it might cut the lead in half after Cam Akers broke
loose for an 84-yard gain midway through the fourth, but Akers and
fellow running back Amir Rasul botched a handoff in the backfield
and wasted the scoring opportunity.

THE TAKEAWAY

Virginia Tech: It wasn’t pretty for the Hokies, but some of the
struggles were expected considering they opened the season on the
road against a ranked opponent. Jackson played mistake-free foot-
ball, which is always a good start.

Florida State: The Seminoles were downright dismal on offense.
Francois, returning from a knee injury that cost him most of last
season, completed 22 of 35 passes for 233 yards behind a shaky
offensive line. He threw three interceptions, was sacked five times
and pressured even more often.

LEGENDARY CAPTAINS

Retired coaches Beamer (Virginia Tech) and Bobby Bowden (Florida
State) served as honorary captains for the first meeting between
the two schools since 2012. The Hokies and Seminoles last played
in Tallahassee in 2008.

RETIRED JERSEY

Two-time All-American receiver Peter Warrick had his No. 9 jersey
retired at halftime. It was the 11lth number retired in program
history.

Final 1 2 3 4 T
vT 10 7 0 7 24
FSU 0 3 0 0 3

Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER VT
VT TD 10:34

Damon Hazelton 10 Yd pass from Josh Jackson (Brian Johnson Kick)
10 plays, 75 yards, 4:26 7 0
VT FG 7:52

Brian Johnson 29 Yd Field Goal

FSU

6 plays, 23 yards, 1:01 10 0
SECOND QUARTER vT FSU
FSU FG 7:26

Ricky Aguayo 22 Yd Field Goal

12 plays, 65 yards, 3:33 10 3
VT TD 3:57

Eric Kumah 3 Yd Return of Blocked Punt (Brian Johnson Kick)

3 plays, 5 yards, 1:21 17

FOURTH QUARTER vT FSU
VT TD 5:11

Eric Kumah 49 Yd pass from Josh Jackson (Brian Johnson Kick)
7 plays, 85 yards, 4:38 24 3
Team Stats VT FSU

First Downs 15 12

Total Yards 319 327

Total Plays 66 63

Avg Gain Per Play 4.8 5.2

Net Yards Rushing 112 94

Rushes 40 28

Yards Per Rush 2.8 3.4

Net Yards Passing 207 233

Comp-Att 16-26 22-35

Yards Per Pass 8.0 6.7

Times Sacked 3 5

Yds Lost To Sacks -20 -29
Interceptions 0 3

Punts 9 6

Punt Average 39.9 33.2
Penalties 5 7

Penalty Yards 55 36

Fumbles 4 2

Fumbles Lost 0 2

Possession 33:52 26:08
Individual Stats

RUSHING

vT Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Deshawn McClease 13 77 5.9 0 23
Steven Peoples 13 44 3.4 0 10
Terius Wheatley 2 22 11.0 0 15
Jalen Holston 2 8 4.0 0 8
Sean Savoy 1 -5 -5.0 0 0
Team 3 -16 -5.3 0 0
Josh Jackson 6 -18 -3.0 0 3

FSU Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Cam Akers 14 82 5.9 0 85
Jacques Patrick 7 40 5.7 0 18
Deondre Francois 7 -28 -4.0 0 1
PASSING

VT Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
Josh Jackson 16 26 207 8.0 2 0 49.2
FSU Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQBRat
Deondre Francois 22 35 233 6.7 0 3 27.0
RECEIVING

VT Rec Yds Avg TD Long

Eric Kumah 4 86 21.5 1 49
Hezekiah Grimsley 4 28 7.0 0 9

Tre Turner 1 26 26.0 0 26

Phil Patterson 3 26 8.7 0 14

Damon Hazelton 2 22 11.0 1 12

Chris Cunningham 1 12 12.0 0 12

Sean Savoy 1 7 7.0 0 7

FSU Rec Yds Avg TD Long
Keith Gavin 3 54 18.0 0 24
Nygwan Murray 5 52 10.4 0 30
Tamorrion Terry 2 39 19.5 0 32
Khalan Laborn 1 37 37.0 0 37

Tre’ McKitty 5 25 5.0 0 13
Jacques Patrick 5 14 2.8 0 6
Ontaria Wilson 1 12 12.0 0 12



