WEEK 1 1 2 3 4 T
Kent State at Illinois KENT 7 10 7 0 24
Illinois tops Kent St. 31-24, extends home-opener win streak ILL 3 0 21 7 31
CHAMPAIGN, Ill. -- As expected, Illinois showed up to play what | S€oring Summary ---------------
first Quarter KENT ILL

many thought would be a nonthreatening Kent State team on Satur-

day. Unfortunately, its offense didn’t arrive at Memorial Stadium | ILL FG 11:38 Chase McLaughlin 50 Yd Field Goal

until midway through the third quarter. 7 plays, 18 yards, 2:32 0 3
KENT TD 5:43 Antwan Dixon 24 Yd pass from Woody Barrett (Matthew
Nonetheless, the Illini rallied to hold off Kent State 31-24, Trickett Kick) 7 plays, 80 yards, 2:24 7 3
avoiding an upset and extending its home-opener win streak to 21 second Quarter . . KENT ILL
games, the fourth-longest in the nation. ll(EI:NTlFG 7:23 MatghewsTli‘Js.ckett 27 Yd Field Goal 10 3
plays, yards, 6:
But the win didn’t come easy for Lovie Smith’s Illinois team, ex- | KENT TD 3:06 Mike Carrigan 28 ¥d pass from Woody Barrett (Matthew
pected to easily turn around a 2-10 season from last year. Ei?c};est KtCk)B plays, 65 yards, 2:09 ll(E7:NT iLL
ir uarcer
Following a lackluster first half that saw Kent State leading 17-3, ILL TD 9:36 Ra’Von Bonner 8 Yd Run (Chase McLaughlin Kick)
Illinois quarterback AJ Bush showed the crowd of 31,898 why offen- 4 plays, 52 yards, 1:08 17 10
sive coordinator Rod Smith called him a “dynamic, dual threat.” ILL TD 6:11 Reggie C?rbln 39 Yd Run (Chase McLaughlin Kick)
Buslzllpassec} for 190 yards on 23 attempts, and rushed for 139 yards izﬁiaﬁ'fgoyaggz{, géggett 4 ¥d Run (Matthew Tricketlt7 Kick) 17
on carries. :
8 plays, 75 yards, 2:51 24 17
“Any team that judges us off this game will be in for a rude awak- ILL TD 2:06 Mike Epstein 5 Yd Run (Chase McLaughlin Kick)
ening, I promise you” Bush said after the game. 2 Plizsé 55tyards, 1:14 12(;1:11'1' iiL
our uarter
“It’s been a while since AJ played,” Lovie Smith said. “He’s a ILL TD 10:39 Reggie (?orbin 1 Yd Run (Chase McLaughlin Kick)
tough guy, he’s mobile and he ran well. He also threw some good 8 plays, 55 yards, 2:58 24 31
passes.”
TEAM STATS KENT ILL
Reggie Corbin carried 10 times for 79 yards and two touchdowns for 1st Downs 24 22
the Illini (1-0). Mike Epstein and Ra’Von Bonner added rushing Total Yards 453 469
touchdowns . completions att int 28-41-2 13-24-0
“Offensively, we knew we had a lot of weapons and I thought the Average Gain Per Play 5.4 6.4
offensive coaches gave the guys a chance to make plays,” Lovie NET ¥ARDS PASSING 270 190
Smith said. Passing Touchdowns 2 0
average Per Attempt 6.6 7.9
Woody Barrett, announced by first-year Kent State coach Sean Lewis Average Per Completion 9.6 14.6
as the starting quarterback at game time, was 28-of-41 passing for rushing Touchdowns 1 4
270 yards and two touchdowns. He threw an interception late when NET YARDS RUSHIN 1 27
Illinois linebacker Del’Shawn Phillips picked off a short pass KICKOFFSfYAESS ¢ 5?;75 6—290
into the end zone that would have tied it with less than three .
minutes remaining. Average Yards Per Kickoff 55.0 65.0
Net Yards Per Kickoff 44.8 40.0
Barrett and sophomore Dustin Crum had battled for the starting Penalties: Number-Yards 5-38 3-25
spot since spring. Sacks By: Number-Yards 3-18 1-3
. . PUNTS-YARDS 5-191 5-26
Barrett also was the leading rusher for the Golden Flashes with Punt returns: Number-Yards—TD.3-30-0 1-26-0
18 carries for 117 yards and one touchdown.Lewis saw much to be Interceptions:Number-Yds—TD 0-0-0 2-3-0
ha, about on Saturday. : - - e -
24 ¥ Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 0-0-0 0-0-0
“For year one, game one, it’s certainly something we can build tOUChbaf_:kS 1 6
on,” he said. “Obviously, we need to finish stronger and there are Possession 32:03 27:57
going to be some things we need to look at.”
Mike Carrigan rushed for 62 yards on eight carries and a touchdown Individual Stats
for Kent State (0-1). RUSHING
Kent St. Rush Yds Avg Long TD
BIG LOSSES . . . ) Woody Barrett 18 117 6.5 23 1
Before the game, Illinois announced the indefinite suspension of Justin Rankin 15 52 3.5 17 0
five players, including three starters: safety Bennett Williams, Kavious Price 1 9 9'0 9 0
cornerback Nate Hobbs and tight end Lou Dorsey. Wideout Carmoni Will Matthews 8 6 0'8 3 0
Green and defensive tackle Deon Pate also were suspended. Raekwon James 0 0 : _ 0
The loss of defensive backs Williams and Hobbs hurt the Illini, ;il;sg;s Rgih ‘{g; gvg ngg TOD
allowing Barrett to pepper the Illini secondary with passes early Reggie Corbin 10 79 7.9 39 2
in the game, throwing for 110 yards and two touchdowns in the first Mike Epstein 8 33 4'1 6 1
half. Illinois tightened up in the second half. Losing Dorsey also Ra’Von Bonner 7 26 3:7 8 1
hurt with backup Daniel Barker a nonfactor in the game. Mike Dudek 1 7 7.0 7 0
The team said the suspensions were for *“breaking team rules.” No Passing
further information was available, nor was it certain how long the Kent St Comp Att Pct vds Y/a TD Int QBRat
players will be out, although Lovie Smith indicated after the game 15 Wood{/ Barrett 28 a1 68.3 270 6.6 2 2 0 130.0
it might be sooner rather than later. Illinois Comp Att  Pct vds Y/A TD  Int QBRat
“It’s not a death sentence,” Smith said. “And that won’t be the AJ Bush 13 23 56.5 190 8.3 0 0 125.9
case with these players.” RECEIVING
Kent St. Rec Yds Avg Long TD
KEY PLAY : :
With 2:11 left and Illinois up 31-24, Kent State drove to the Il- x;t;aga;ri-;gzn g gg 176'.80 gg i
lini 2-yard-line. After being backed up to the 6, Barrett dropped Raekwon James 4 42 10.5 23 0
back on fourth down. Carrigan had slipped to the left and was open Kavious Price 4 32 8.0 21 0
briefly in the back of the end zone. Barrett fired the ball and Will Matthews 3 26 8.7 14 0
Phillips leaped and snared the interception, ending the Kent State Trey Harrell 2 23 11.5 18 0
threat and securing the Illinois victory. Adam Dulka 1 15 15'0 15 0
Mandela Lawrence-Burke 1 9 9.0 9 0
THE TAKEAWAY . . Conor Brumfield 1 7 7.0 7 0
Illinois was expected to cruise to victory over a Kent State team Justin Rankin 1 6 6.0 6 0
picked by most to finish last in the Mid-American Conference. But Zaquon Tyson 0 0 _ - 0
Rod Smith’s offense didn’t awaken until midway through the third Illinois Rec vds Avg Long ™
quarter, finally bringing the crowd to its feet as it struck twice Ricky Smalling 3 70 23.3 44 0
in less than three minutes to tie the game at 24. Mike Dudek 4 65 16:3 24 0
. . . . S M 4 47 11.8 17 0
A few minutes later, Corbin punched his way in on a l-yard carry Jirsntiigswilliams 1 4 4.0 4 0
to cap an eight-play, 55-yard drive that put Illinois up for good. Reggie Corbin 1 4 4.0 4 0
Carlos Sandy 0 0 - - 0
Dominic Stampley 0 0 - - 0




