WEEK TWO
INDIANA STATE AT LOUISVILLE

LOUISVILLE, Ky. -- The first quarter alone seemed destined to last
as long as a full game thanks to three weather delays, and their
effect was evident on a Louisville squad that appeared to be
treading water in many phases.

A quick personnel change helped the waterlogged Cardinals regain
their focus in time to end a long night on a high note.

Backup quarterback Malik Cunningham accounted for two touchdowns,
right tackle Mekhi Becton rushed for a l-yard TD and Louisville
finished strong for a 31-7, rain-delayed victory over Indiana State
on Saturday night.

Out of sync offensively for most of a soggy game that featured
three first-quarter lightning delays totaling 2 hours, 33 minutes,
the Cardinals (1-1) finally found their rhythm late in the third
quarter after Cunningham replaced struggling Jawon Pass. The red-
shirt freshman’s 1l-yard TD run capped an ll-play, 83-yard drive
before the 6-foot-7, 355-pound Becton leaped over the pile early
in the fourth quarter to make it 21-7.

“I feel like I did good,” said Cunningham, who added that he
doesn’t expect to replace Pass as the starter. “There are some
things I can correct on some mistakes I made and move on from it.”

Cunningham followed Blanton Creque’s 43-yard field goal with a
34-yard TD pass to Jaylen Smith to help Louisville overcome last
week’s blowout loss to No. 1 Alabama and christen Cardinal Stadium
following a $63 million makeover. Rodjay Burns returned a punt 55
yards for a TD before the first lengthy delay, which the Sycamores
followed with the tying touchdown.

“It wasn’'t a very good game tonight for us except for one thing:
we got the win,” Louisville coach Bobby Petrino said. “We learned
a lot from it as far as the ability to focus and concentrate and
fight through distractions. I thought we did a really bad job of
coming back out the first time and weren’t as focused as we needed
to be and let them get points on the board.”

The five-hour, 35-minute contest was Louisville’s longest in pro-
gram history, topping its previous record of 4:46 against rival
Kentucky in 2000.

Titus McCoy's 2-yard TD run after Jonas Griffith’s interception
provided the lone score for FCS Indiana State (1-1), which sought
to follow up its 49-0 rout of NCAA Division II Quincy that ended
a l4-game losing streak. Ja’Quan Keys rushed for 102 yards on 20
carries for the Sycamores.

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE

The rain didn’t really let up until near the end, and at times
turned the end zones into small lakes. Water cascaded down stairs
like a waterfall and pooled up on the south end, while another pond
formed on the north end. Indiana State had to re-enter from anoth-
er tunnel because the one nearest their locker room was flooded.

Getting back into game flow was a struggle for both teams.

“It was easy to lose focus,” Louisville receiver Jaylen Smith
said. “It was easy to be distracted. You think about everything
but what you’re about to go out there and do.”

Indiana State’s Griffith said, “That was a little difficult. But
guys were staying focused and being mature about it and handled
their business. I don’t think it played a big factor. I wasn’t sure
how to handle it. But coach told us how to handle and I think we
did pretty good with it.”

The announced crowd of 44,520 -- well below the new capacity of
nearly 61,000 -- dwindled down to a hearty few thousand after the
final stoppage.

WELCOME BACK

Louisville running back Jeremy Smith returned to the program on
Aug. 26 as a fifth-year senior and was immediately eligible because
he didn’t transfer anywhere else. He showed flashes of his old,
powerful self by rushing six times for 56 yards, including a 21-
yard run that set up Cunningham’s go-ahead TD.

THE TAKEAWAY

Indiana State: The Sycamores forced two first-half turnovers and
had moments in which they seemed poised to drive on Louisville.
But other than the 22-yard scoring drive after Griffith’s inter-
ception, they couldn’t sustain anything offensively and never got
past Louisville’s 42 in the second half in being outgained 363-
211.

“We came down to win the football game,” coach Curt Mallory said.
“We didn’t do that. Had our opportunities this evening.”

Louisville: Cunningham’s feet and arm gave the Cardinals a
much-needed spark in the third quarter. He rushed 12 times for 54
yards, completed 6 of 7 passes for 75 yards and led four scoring
drives. The defense lost middle linebacker Dorian Etheridge to in-
jury late in the first half but stiffened up to hold the Sycamores
to just 94 yards after halftime. Petrino did not immediately know
the type and extent of Etheridge’s injury.

Final 1 2
INST 7 0
LOU 7 0
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Scoring Summary -------——-——————-

FIRST QUARTER
LOU TD 12:04

o

17

7

31

INST

Rodjay Burns 55 Yd Punt Return (Blanton Creque Kick)
0

3 plays, 6 yards, 2:03
INST TD 3:51

Titus McCoy 2 Yd Run (Jerry Nunez Kick)

5 plays, 22 yards, 2:01
THIRD QUARTER
LOU TD 3:29

Malik Cunningham 1 Yd Run (Blanton Creque Kick)

11 plays, 83 yards, 5:30
FOURTH QUARTER
LOU TD 14:57

Mekhi Becton 1 Yd Run (Blanton Creque Kick)

4 plays, 23 yards, 1:40

LOU FG 9:43

Blanton Creque 43 Yd Field Goal
5 plays, 32 yards, 1:34

LOU TD 7:00

Jaylen Smith 34 Yd pass from Malik Cunningham (Blanton Creque Kick)
7 31

4 plays, 56 yards, 1:42

Team Stats

First Downs

Total Yards

Total Plays

Avg Gain Per Play
Net Yards Rushing
Rushes

Yards Per Rush
Net Yards Passing
Comp-Att

Yards Per Pass
Times Sacked

Yds Lost To Sacks
Interceptions
Punts

Punt Average
Penalties

Penalty Yards
Fumbles

Fumbles Lost
Possession

Individual Stats
RUSHING
INST Rush Yds
Ja’Quan Keys 20 102
Titus McCoy 14 38
Jalil Kilpatrick 20
Christian Covington 14
Ryan Boyle
Lou Rush Yds
Jeremy Smith 56
Malik Cunningham 12 54
Colin Wilson 52
Hassan Hall 19
Jawon Pass
Javian Hawkins
Mekhi Becton
Dae Williams
Jordan Travis
PASSING
INST Comp Att
Jalil Kilpatrick 3 9
Ryan Boyle 0 3
LOU Comp Att
Jawon Pass 8 14
Malik Cunningham 6 7
Jordan Travis 0 1
RECEIVING
INST Re
Dante Jones II 1
Rontrez Morgan 1
Ja’Quan Keys 1
LOU Rec Yds
Micky Crum 2 47
Jaylen Smith 2 38
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Devante Peete 32
Tutu Atwell 17
Seth Dawkins 12
Jeremy Smith
Marcus Riley
Javian Hawkins

INST
12
211
62
3.4
174
50
3.5
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3-12
3.1
1
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