WEEK TWO
EASTERN MICHIGAN AT PURDUE

Eagles beat Boilermakers 20-19 on last-second field goal
play

Chad Ryland kicks a 24-yard field goal to give Eastern Michigan a
20-19 win over Purdue.

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. -- Chad Ryland delivered Eastern Michigan a
thrilling victory over the Purdue as time expired on Saturday.

The freshman kicker made the late go-ahead field goal from 24 yards
to lift the Eagles over the Boilermakers 20-19.

Quarterback Tyler Wiegers was 20 of 28 for 312 yards and a touch-
down pass that came in the second quarter from 75 yards to Mathew
Sexton to put the Eagles ahead 7-3.

“It’s never over, you don’t have any choice other than to believe
that it’s gonna happen and that it’s possible,” Eastern Michigan
coach Chris Creighton said. “There was never a time where our
sidelines felt as if we lost the game.”

In an overall sloppy game, things seemed to go Eastern Michigan’s
way when the Eagles needed it most.

On the final drive of the game, Wiegers was sacked on third down
by linebacker Cornel Jones, who was called for a late hit when he
appeared to shove Wiegers into the playing field while getting up
after the play.

“Obviously I need to work hard in developing a more disciplined
football team,” Purdue coach Jeff Brohm said. “We have some play-
ers who don’t quite get it. ... I must have let it happen before
because I don’t know why we would do such stupid things in key
moments two weeks in a row on both sides of the ball. It’'s very
embarrassing.”

Jones sacked Wiegers again plays later, but Wiegers completed a
23-yard pass to Arthur Jackson on fourth down, and later a defen-
sive pass interference penalty put the Eagles on Purdue’s 20-yard
line before Ryland’s game-winning kick.

“I saw the ball go into (Jackson’s) hands and it was like, ~Now we
have life’ because he caught that and, not only was it a first down,
but he started getting us in field goal range and got it down to
the 20,” Creighton said. “And then we took the penalty, basically
knocked ourselves out of field goal range. There’s a lot to learn
and look at on film but I think the overriding sense is that our
team really believed that they could do this.”

Blake Banham finished with six receptions for 99 yards and Jackson
had six receptions for 84 yards for the Eagles (Mid-American Con-
ference), who have won two straight.

The Boilermakers (0-2, 0-1 Big Ten) took a 19-17 lead after D.J.
Knox’s 45-yard touchdown run with 6:41 remaining. Knox finished
with career-high 152 yards rushing on 21 carries and Markell Jones
had 109 yards rushing on 12 carries.Starting quarterback David
Blough was 6 of 10 for 48 yards passing. Elijah Sindelar was 8 of
14 for 87 yards and a touchdown.

Sindelar connected with Markell Jones on a 7-yard touchdown pass
to go ahead 12-7 after a failed extra point with 59 seconds remain-
ing in the second quarter.Ryland kicked a 27-yard field goal with
three seconds left in the first half to make it 12-10 at halftime.

THE TAKEAWAY

Eastern Michigan: The Eagles hope the second straight win over a
Big Ten team will be enough to gain some momentum. A year ago,
Eastern Michigan beat Rutgers 16-13 in the second game of the sea-
son for the program’s first win over a Power Five team in 59 games,
but the Eagles then lost six straight games.

Purdue: The Boilermakers still have adjustments to make on defense
after giving up more than 400 yards for the second straight week.
Purdue made big defensive plays, however. They finished with six
sacks, including 2.5 sacks from linebacker Cornel Jones.

QUARTERBACK SHUFFLE

Brohm has made a point to keep quiet about who will start at quar-
terback for the Boilermakers the first two weeks. Sindelar started
in Purdue’s 31-27 loss to Northwestern on Aug. 31 and was replaced
by Blough after throwing a third interception in the first half.
Against Eastern Michigan, it was Blough who started under center
before Sindelar entered the game in the second quarter. The Eagles
mixed things up, too. Wiegers started for the second straight week
and split time with Mike Glass III.

SEMI-HOMECOMING

It was just the third meeting between the two teams and first win in
the series for Eastern Michigan. It was also the first time coach-
ing at Purdue’s Ross-Ade Stadium for Creighton, though he’s more
than familiar with the area. From 2001-07 he served as the head
coach at Division III Wabash College located 45 minutes south of
West Lafayette in Crawfordsville, Indiana.

“Wabash always fights,” Creighton said. “We’ve had some success
versus the black and gold (referring to Wabash’s rivalry with De-
Pauw University and the Monon Bell Classic). Some of the best sev-
en years of my life were spent in Crawfordsville, Indiana and so
I have a lot of people that are still in the state that are very,
very close to me and my family.”

Final 1 2 3 4 T

EMU 7 3 0 10 20

PUR 6 6 0 7 19
Scoring Summary ----—-—————————-

FIRST QUARTER EMU PUR
PUR FG 3:53 Spencer Evans 29 Yd Field Goal

9 plays, 72 yards, 4:29 0

EMU TD 3:40 Mathew Sexton 75 Yd pass from Tyler Wiegers (Chad Ryland
Kick) 1 play, 75 yards, 0:13 7
PUR FG 0:26 Spencer Evans 34 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 70 yards, 3:14 7 6
second Quarter EMU PUR
PUR TD 0:59 Markell Jones 7 Yd pass from Elijah Sindelar (Spencer Ev-
ans PAT failed) 9 plays, 87 yards, 3:50 7 12
EMU FG 0:03 Chad Ryland 27 Yd Field Goal

5 plays, 65 yards, 0:56 10 12
fourth Quarter EMU PUR
EMU TD 7:56 Breck Turner 9 Yd Run (Chad Ryland Kick)

4 plays, 44 yards, 1:53 17 12
PUR TD 6:41 D.J. Knox 45 Yd Run (Spencer Evans Kick)

4 plays, 64 yards, 1:15 17 19
FG 0:00 Chad Ryland 24 Yd Field Goal

EMU 15 plays, 72 yards, 4:51 20 19
Team Stats EMU PUR

First Downs 20 20

Total Yards 412 474

Total Plays 65 66

Avg Gain Per Play 6.3 7.2

Net Yards Rushing 65 338

Rushes 31 42

Yards Per Rush 2.1 8.0

Net Yards Passing 347 136

Comp-Att 22-34 14-24

Yards Per Pass 10.2 5.7

Times Sacked 1 6

Yds Lost To Sacks -5 -25
Interceptions 1 0

Punts 7 4

Punt Average 0.0 0.0

Penalties 10 7

Penalty Yards 70 85

Fumbles 1 5

Fumbles Lost 0 2

Possession 29:59 30:01

Individual Stats

RUSHING

East. Michigan Rush Yds Avg Long TD

5 Shaq Vann 7 44 6.3 16 (V]

25 Ian Eriksen 8 20 2.5 10 0

33 Breck Turner 3 13 4.3 9 1

9 Mike Glass III 3 0 0.0 3 0

12 Tyler Wiegers 9 -6 -0.7 8 0
Purdue Rush Yds Avg Long TD

1 D.J. Knox 21 152 7.2 45 1

8 Markell Jones 12 109 9.1 32 0

4 Rondale Moore 2 49 24.5 53 0

11 David Blough 3 17 5.7 14 0

25 Tario Fuller 2 13 6.5 12 0

2 Elijah Sindelar 2 1 0.5 6 0
PASSING

East. Michigan Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int QBRat
12 Tyler Wiegers 20 28 312 11.1 1 1 169.7
9 Mike Glass III 2 5 35 7.0 0 0 98.8
Purdue Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int QBRat
2 Elijah Sindelar 8 14 87 6.2 1 0 132.9
11 pavid Blough 6 10 48 4.8 0o 0 100.3
RECEIVING

East. Michigan Rec Yds Avg Long TD

20 Blake Banham 6 929 16.5 29 0

89 Arthur Jackson III6 84 14.0 23 0

87 Mathew Sexton 3 81 27.0 75 1

82 Gunnar Oakes 4 41 10.3 15 0

48 Brian Dooley 1 20 20.0 20 0

88 Bryce Kemp 1 16 16.0 16 V]

33 Breck Turner 1 6 6.0 6 0

Purdue Rec Yds Avg Long TD

88 Cole Herdman 3 33 11.0 17 0

89 Brycen Hopkins 3 32 10.7 19 0

9 Terry Wright 1 22 22.0 22 0

4 Rondale Moore 3 16 5.3 9 0

12 Jared Sparks 1 11 11.0 11 0

25 Tario Fuller 1 10 10.0 10 0

8 Markell Jones 1 7 7.0 7 1

1 D.J. Knox 1 4 4.0 4 0

33 Jackson Anthrop 0 0 - - 0



