WEEK FOUR
NAVY AT SMU

DALLAS -- Sonny Dykes decided not to wait for his first win as coach
at SMU. He had to anyway.

Hunter Thedford caught a 2-point conversion pass in the first over-
time on a play that led to several minutes of discussion by offi-
cials and a review before it was held up, and the Mustangs beat
Navy 31-30 on Saturday for their first win over the Midshipmen in
20 years.

After Ben Hicks threw a 4-yard touchdown pass to James Proche,
Dykes chose to go for the win because he liked the play he said the
coaches found at Cal, his previous stop, when they googled “good
2-point plays.” (“Believe it or not,” he said.)

Offensive lineman Chad Pursley went in motion from the tight end
spot on the left to the slot right, and Hicks threw to Thedford
over leaping linebacker Taylon Heflin in the end zone.

The officials met for several minutes as players slowly returned
to the sidelines and fans chanted “S-M-U,” then started booing,
before referee Adam Savoie announced a review. Not too long after
that, he announced the play was legal. Savoie wasn’t available for
a pool reporter after the game.

“I'm guessing just to make sure,” Dykes said of the review.
“There’'s some technicalities involved in the play where the tackle
can’t put his hand down. We’ve practiced it a thousand times so we
were confident that they weren’t going to overturn it.”

Dykes said Navy covered the play better than any other team he’s
seen -- Google or elsewhere. Midshipmen coach Ken Niumatalolo
didn’t quite agree.

“They kind of hid a guy out on us and we didn’t see him,” he said.
“Those are things we have to get ready for and we weren’t ready
for it. So hats off to them, nice design on the play but we weren’'t
ready for it.”

Navy (2-2, 1-1 American Athletic) started overtime with a nine-
play possession that ended with quarterback Garret Lewis’ plunge
from inside the 1l-yard line.

Hicks replaced starting quarterback William Brown for the overtime
possession as the Mustangs (1-3, 1-0) beat Navy for the first time
since 1998, ending an eight-game losing streak in the series. It
was SMU’s first home win over Navy since 1966.

C.J. Williams ran 52 yards for a tying touchdown with 6:19 left
in the fourth quarter and led the Midshipmen with 82 of their 349
yards rushing.

Navy had that chance to get even because Jarid Ryan returned a
blocked PAT kick for a 2-point conversion from several yards deep
in the end zone earlier in the fourth.

Ryan’s winding run, first up the sideline and then toward the mid-
dle of the field before slowing and just getting across the goal
line as he was tackled, cut Navy's deficit to 23-16.

The return from Ryan came after Myron Gailliard’s 2-yard touchdown
catch on fourth down. That score was set up by a fumble by Lewis
that SMU recovered at the 2.

Reggie Roberson Jr. returned a kickoff 98 yards for a touchdown
and caught a 20-yard scoring pass for the Mustangs. Brown threw
for 150 yards and two touchdowns.

Braeden West rushed for 145 yards, his first 100-yard game for SMU
since the last of six late in the 2016 season.

THE TAKEAWAY

Navy: The Midshipmen had a 50-yard touchdown called back by a chop
block penalty on their first pass of the game late in the second
quarter, preserving SMU’s 10-7 lead. They were fortunate the Mus-
tangs didn’t add to that lead when Kevin Robledo’s 47-yard field
goal attempt hit the right upright on the final play of the first
half. SMU got that chance because of a fumble by Nelson Smith with
3 seconds left.

SMU: The Mustangs gave away points with a failed fourth-and-4 try
from the Navy 11 when trailing 7-3 in the second quarter. They
would have done it again with a failed fourth-and-1 from the 6
leading 17-14 in the fourth, but Lewis’ fumble gave them another
chance. SMU converted the next fourth down on Gailliard’s TD.

ONE COMPLETION, ONE SCORE

Lewis threw a 25-yard touchdown pass to Mychal Cooper, who was
wide open inside the 5, to put Navy up 14-10 in the third quarter.
It was only completion for the Midshipmen in their triple-option
offense. Roberson answered immediately by running untouched up the
middle of the field.

COMMANDER IN CHIEF

Navy players met with a former commander in chief -- former Pres-
ident George W. Bush -- before the game. Bush then handled the
coin toss. Bush lives not far from the SMU campus, where his pres-
idential library is located. He and former first lady Laura Bush
frequently attend sporting events.

Final 1 2 3 4 T oT
NAVY 0 7 7 9 7 30
SMU 3 7 7 6 8 31
Scoring Summary -------———————-

FIRST QUARTER NAVY SMU

SMU FG 9:37
Kevin Robledo 26 Yd Field Goal
14 plays, 72 yards, 5:23 0 3

SECOND QUARTER NAVY SMU
NAVY TD 13:10

Zach Abey 1 Yd Run (Bennett Moehring Kick)

18 plays, 78 yards, 11:21 7 3

SMU TD 4:36

Reggie Roberson Jr. 20 Yd pass from William Brown (Kevin Robledo
Kick)

6 plays, 36 yards, 2:29 7 10
THIRD QUARTER NAVY SMU
NAVY TD 6:38

Mychal Cooper 25 Yd pass from Garret Lewis (Bennett Moehring Kick)
7 plays, 62 yards, 3:19 14 10

SMU TD 6:25

Reggie Roberson Jr. 98 Yd Kickoff Return (Kevin Robledo Kick)

0 plays, 0 yards, 0:00 14 17
FOURTH QUARTER NAVY SMU
SMU TD 12:25

Myron Gailliard 2 Yd pass from William Brown (Kevin Robledo PAT
blocked)

4 plays, 2 yards,
NAVY D2P 12:25
Jarid Ryan Defensive PAT Conversion

4 plays, 2 yards, 1:23 16 23
NAVY TD 6:19

CJ Williams 52 Yd Run (Bennett Moehring Kick)

1:23 14 23

5 plays, 81 yards, 2:06 23 23
OVERTIME NAVY SMU
NAVY TD Garret Lewis 1 Yd Run (Bennett Moehring Kick)

9 plays, 25 yards 30 23

SMU TD James Proche 4 Yd pass from Ben Hicks (Ben Hicks Pass to Hunt-

er Thedford for Two-Point Conversion)

7 plays, 25 yards 30 31
Team Stats NAVY SMU

First Downs 23 17

Total Yards 374 324

Total Plays 82 69

Avg Gain Per Play 4.6 4.7

Net Yards Rushing 349 158

Rushes 78 37

Yards Per Rush 4.3

Net Yards Passing 25 166

Comp-Att 1-4 24-32

Yards Per Pass 6.3 5.2

Times Sacked 1 3

Yds Lost To Sacks 3 -9
Interceptions
Punts

Punt Average
Penalties
Penalty Yards
Fumbles
Fumbles Lost
Possession
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Individual Stats
RUSHING
NAVY
CJ Williams
Garret Lewis
Tre Walker
Nelson Smith 11 60
Anthony Gargiulo
Malcolm Perry
Zach Abey
Tazh Maloy
Dalen Morris
Keoni-Kordell Makekau
SMU Rush Yds
Braeden West 26 145
William Brown 8 8
Reggie Roberson Jr. 1 5
Merek Pierce 2 0
PASSING
NAVY Comp Att Yds
Garret Lewis 1 3 25
Malcolm Perry 0 1 0
SMU Comp Att Yds
William Brown 21 29 150
Ben Hicks 3 3 16
RECEIVING
NAVY Rec Yds Avg TD
Mychal Cooper 1 25
SMU Rec Yds Avg
James Proche 9
Braeden West 6
Reggie Roberson Jr. 4
Judah Bell 1 13 13.
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2 40.3
3 98.7

Ryan Becker
Jared Miles
Myron Gailliard
Treveon Johnson
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