WEEK SIX

ARIZONA STATE AT COLORADO

BOULDER, Colo. -- Besmirch the unblemished Buffaloes all you want,
21st-ranked Colorado proved it belongs in the rankings with a 28-
21 win over Arizona State on Saturday.

Knocked for a weak schedule with their opponents a cumulative 1-16
entering the weekend, the Buffaloes (5-0, 2-0 Pac-12) delivered
big on both sides of the ball.
Laviska Shenault Jr. , the nation’s leading receiver, scored four
times, twice on receptions, twice on runs.

“He's a fabulous player,” Arizona State coach Herm Edwards said.
“There were times we had doubled him and he still caught the foot-
ball. They found a way to get him the football and he made a lot
of big plays for them.”

Shenault had plenty of company in the clutch performance depart-
ment.

The Buffaloes’ unheralded offensive line stymied the Sun Devils’
vaunted pass rush and kept Steven Montez so clean, the quarterback
declared, “No heat. I didn’t feel anything all game long. That
just shows you how good this O-line is.”

Montez, who threw for 328 yards, even brought all his offensive
linemen with him to the postgame podium.

He should have brought his entire defense, too.

The Buffs stymied ASU’s ground game in the second half and pro-
duced a goal line stand after a 72-yard pass play to the Colorado
3.

The Buffaloes overcame the ejection of star linebacker Nate Land-
man in the second quarter and stifled Arizona State running back
Eno Benjamin in the second half, when the Sun Devils (3-3, 1-2)
were stopped on their final five drives, punting four times and
turning it over on downs.

The Buffaloes also chewed up 12:34 of the fourth quarter, includ-
ing the final 7:10 thanks to a pair of third-down grabs by Shenault.

“No better feeling than going and running the ball down their
throat for the win,” Buffs left guard Brett Tonz said.

How about stifling Benjamin, who set a school record a week ago
with 312 yards against Oregon State?He finished with 120 yards and
two touchdowns but managed just 23 yards and zero scores after
halftime.

Aside from Manny Wilkins’ 72-yard pass to Frank Darby, who was
knocked out of bounds by safety Nick Fisher at the 3, the Sun Dev-
ils managed just 32 yards on 17 plays over their final five drives.

After Darby'’s 72-yard catch, Benjamin was stuffed on a l-yard run,
Wilkins was sacked by Mustafa Johnson, safety Evan Worthington
corralled receiver Kyle Williams at the 3 after a 7-yard catch and
cornerback Delrick Abrams Jr. batted away Wilkins'’ pass to Curtis
Hodges on fourth-and-goal.

“I put that on me,” said Wilkins, who was 12 for 18 for 222 yards
and a touchdown “That sack in the red zone, I can’t do that. We
need to get points there.”

BIG TARGET

Landman was ejected after officials ruled he targeted Benjamin
on a 5-yard reception on third-and-4 at midfield. Fellow inside
linebacker Rick Gamboa hit Benjamin low and Landman came in high,
although he appeared to hit him cleanly with his shoulder as he
tried to keep the running back from reaching the first-down marker.
“I can’t comment” on the call because he’d be fined, Colorado coach
Mike MacIntyre said. “The good thing about it is we won without
Nate out there and Nate’s back the first play against USC” next
week.

MacIntyre moved outside linebacker Drew Lewis back inside to the
position he played last year.

BAD BREAK

The Buffs shanked a punt in the third quarter that would have
given ASU the ball at the Colorado 35-yard line, but an offsides
flag wiped it off and instead they got the ball at their 43, then
went three-and-out.

“That was a big play,” Edwards said. “We had field position. Maybe
we don’t score but we were in position to score. I think opportuni-
ties present themselves and they capitalized on the opportunities
when they presented themselves and we did not. That’s what the
game boils down to.”

NO DOUBT

Edwards said he didn’t consider going for a field goal on fourth-
and-goal from the 3.

“If you’'re going to be a good football team you score a touchdown,”
Edwards said.

POLL IMPLICATIONS

The Buffs’ win assured they won’t have a short-lived stay in the
Top 25 after cracking the poll this week and maybe their crit-
ics will quit pointing to a schedule that turned out easier than
anyone imagined with poor starts by Colorado State, Nebraska and
UCLA.

THE TAKEAWAY

The teams were evenly matched, but the Buffaloes proved they’re
legit . The Sun Devils showed they aren’t that far away after hang-
ing tough with another ranked team on the road.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

ASU 7 7 7 0 21

COLO 7 7 14 0 28

Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER ASU COLO
ASU TD 5:47

Eno Benjamin 1 Yd Run (Brandon Ruiz Kick)

13 plays, 86 yards, 6:33 7 0

COLO TD 2:52

Laviska Shenault Jr. 1 Yd Run (James Stefanou Kick)

8 plays, 75 yards, 2:55 7 7
SECOND QUARTER ASU COLO
ASU TD 5:45

Eno Benjamin 1 Yd Run (Brandon Ruiz Kick)

13 plays, 79 yards, 5:03 14 7
COLO TD 0:24

Laviska Shenault Jr.
fanou Kick)

13 plays, 84 yards,
THIRD QUARTER

ASU TD 13:35

5:15 14 14
ASU CoLo

Frank Darby 40 Yd pass from Manny Wilkins (Brandon Ruiz Kick)

4 plays, 75 yards, 1:25 21 14
COLO TD 11:46
Laviska Shenault Jr.
Stefanou Kick)

5 plays, 75 yards,
COLO TD 0:42
Laviska Shenault Jr.

30 Yd pass from Steven Montez (James
1:49 21 21

1 Yd Run (James Stefanou Kick)

7 plays, 80 yards, 2:31 21 28
Team Stats ASU CoLoO

First Downs 18 25

Total Yards 367 494

Total Plays 57 78

Avg Gain Per Play 6.4 6.3

Net Yards Rushing 145 166

Rushes 39 45

Yards Per Rush 3.7 3.7

Net Yards Passing 222 328
Comp-Att 12-18 24-33
Yards Per Pass 12.3 9.9

Times Sacked 2 0

Yds Lost To Sacks -11 0
Interceptions 0 0

Punts 4 4

Punt Average 47.5 37.8
Penalties 5 6

Penalty Yards 35 60
Fumbles 1 1

Fumbles Lost 0 0
Possession 26:33 33:27
Individual Stats

RUSHING

ASU Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Eno Benjamin 28 120 4.3 2 17
Manny Wilkins 7 14 2.0 0 9
Isaiah Floyd 1 8 8.0 0 8
N’'Keal Harry 1 2 2.0 0 2
Trelon Smith 1 2 2.0 0 2
Team 1 -1 -1.0 0 0
COLO Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Travon McMillian 30 136 4.5 0 14
Steven Montez 3 17 5.7 0 12
Laviska Shenault Jr. 5 13 2.6 2 7
Kyle Evans 3 3 1.0 0 4
K.D. Nixon 1 1 1.0 0 1
Team 3 -4 -1.3 0 0
PASSING

ASU Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQBRat
Manny Wilkins 12 18 222 12.3 1 0 70.6
coLo Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
Steven Montez 24 33 328 9.9 2 0 92.6
RECEIVING

ASU Rec Yds Avg TD Long
Frank Darby 3 131 43.7 1 72
N’'Keal Harry 3 62 20.7 0 30
Kyle Williams 3 26 8.7 0 13
Eno Benjamin 2 2 1.0 0 5
Tommy Hudson 1 1 1.0 0 1
COLO Rec Yds Avg TD Long
Laviska Shenault Jr. 13 127 9.8 2 30
K.D. Nixon 5 97 19.4 0 51
Tony Brown 4 55 13.8 0 39
Jay MacIntyre 2 49 24.5 0 27

3 Yd pass from Steven Montez (James Ste-



