WEEK SIX

SAN DIEGO STATE AT BOISE STATE

BOISE, Idaho -- In becoming the first visiting coach since 2000 to
beat Boise State twice on the school’s famed blue turf with a 19-
13 upset on Saturday afternoon, San Diego State coach Rocky Long
shrugged off the distinction. He seemed more concerned with trying
to keep his young team focused and harnessing all the talent.

“We had 19 freshmen and redshirt freshmen to make the trip,” Long
said. “And half of them played . and sometimes they do unusual
things-and it’s not always what they’'re coached to do.”

In the first half, one of his freshmen muffed a punt that Boise
State recovered at the San Diego State 4-yard line to set up a
touchdown.

But with the Aztecs clinging to a tenuous 13-7 lead in the fourth
quarter, Jordan Byrd, another one of Long’s freshman, ripped off
a 72-yard touchdown run to all but seal the victory.

“We all know (Byrd’s) fast,” Long said. “In practice when he
breaks loose, no one comes close to catching him. We just need to
get him out in the open to prove he’s fast. And he proved he was
fast today.”

Playing that many freshmen isn’t necessarily Long’s preference,
but injuries to key veteran leaders like senior quarterback Chris-
tian Chapman and leading running back Juwan Washington, Long
hasn’t had a choice.

“These young players are coming in here thinking they should be
starting,” Long said. “Our backup quarterback probably thinks he
should be the starter. Our backup running back probably he thinks
he should be the starter, too. So when they get a chance to play,
they ought to prove that they should start.”

However, one of Long’s seniors, linebacker Ronley Lakalaka, also
provided a key play on defense, intercepting a deflected pass in
Boise State territory and returning it to the 17. The ensuing
drive led to a San Diego State touchdown and put the Aztecs ahead
13-7, a lead they never relinquished.

As much as the momentum swung on a pendulum of freshmen play, the
Aztecs (4-1, 1-0 Mountain West) leaned heavily on their defense.
Winners of two of their last three games in Boise, San Diego State
needed only 267 yards of offense to pull off the victory.

Boise State (3-2, 1-1) struggled to generate any offense early,
finishing the first quarter with more points (7) than yards (2). The
Broncos scored on a l-yard run by Alexander Mattison after Riley
Whimpey recovered a muffed punt at the San Diego State 4.

“There was no rhythm, no momentum-and that falls back on us as
coaches,” Boise State coach Bryan Harsin said. “You have to have
answers for that and figure out a way to create momentum. We just
didn’t sustain the drives and that momentum that we needed to keep
it going.”

Entering the game without having thrown an interception this sea-
son, Boise State quarterback Brett Rypien threw two in the first
half. He finished with 21-0f-41 passing for 170 yards. He was also
sacked four times.

However, it was an interception thrown by Broncos’ backup quar-
terback Chase Cord that ended up giving San Diego State control
of the game.

Lakalaka’s made a one-handed grab off a deflected pass from Cord
and returned the ball to the Boise State 17, setting up San Diego
State’s lone first-half touchdown to take a 13-7 lead.

While the Broncos moved the ball better in the second half, they
never could find a rhythm on offense until the outcome was all but
decided.

Then the Aztecs defense made the lead stand up, limiting the Bron-
cos to a total of 229 yards, 79 of which came with less than seven
minutes remaining in the game.

San Diego State has already cobbled together a pair of impressive
victories against Pac 12 foe Arizona State and now Boise State,
the defending Mountain West conference champ. And in doing so, the
Aztecs have thrust themselves into the conversation about which
team will emerge from the Group of 5 to play in a New Year’'s Six
bowl game.

But Long, who has won at least 10 games in each of the last three
seasons, wasn'’'t interested in discussing the possibility of where
this team may wind up after the regular season.

“It’s way too early to talk about that,” Long said. “We have to
play next Friday against a good Air Force team. It’s hard enough
to play against a triple option team, but to have to do it on a
short week ... that’s tough.”

GROUP OF 5 CONVERSATION

San Diego State: The Aztecs might find their way into the rankings
this week and have suddenly emerged as a threat to reach a New
Year’s Six bowl game. Having survived a challenging stretch to
open the season including a victory over Arizona State, San Diego
State should stay in contention during the softer portion of its
schedule before getting healthy again.

Chapman and Washington are expected to return from injuries suf-
fered earlier this year in time for the tougher conference games
to wrap up the season.

THE TAKEAWAY

San Diego State: The Aztecs put themselves in a prime position to
host the Mountain West title game if they emerge from the West
division with the same record or better as Boise State. However,
San Diego State will still have to face a tough Fresno State team
in November, but should have most of their injured starters back
by then.

Boise State: The Broncos’ dreams of crashing the New Year’s Six
bowl party as the representative of the Group of 5 evaporated with
its second loss this season. Boise State will have to regroup but
can still reach the Mountain West championship game if it can
avoid any more missteps.

Final 1

SDSU 3 10
BSU 7
Scoring Summary -------———————-
FIRST QUARTER

SDSU FG 9:14

John Baron II 36 Yd Field Goal
4 plays, 5 yards, 1:29 3 0
BSU TD 6:48

Alexander Mattison 1 Yd Run (Joel Velazquez Kick)

3 plays, 4 yards, 1:06 3

SECOND QUARTER

SDSU FG 13:09

John Baron II 41 Yd Field Goal
6 plays, 7 yards, 1:51 6 7
SDSU TD 4:36

Chase Jasmin 2 Yd Run (John Baron II Kick)

2 plays, 17 yards, 0:52 13 7
FOURTH QUARTER SDSU BSU
SDSU TD 10:10

Jordan Byrd 72 Yd Run (Two-Point Pass Conversion Failed)
5 plays, 95 yards, 2:57 19 7
BSU TD 3:05

Alexander Mattison 1 Yd Run (Joel Velazquez PAT failed)

SDSU BSU

SDSU BSU

11 plays, 73 yards, 2:02 19 13
Team Stats SDSU BSU

First Downs 9 16

Total Yards 261 229

Total Plays 59 80

Avg Gain Per Play 4.4 2.9

Net Yards Rushing 154 51

Rushes 44 36

Yards Per Rush 3.5 1.4

Net Yards Passing 107 178
Comp-Att 8-15 22-44
Yards Per Pass 7.1 4.0

Times Sacked 4 4

Yds Lost To Sacks -30 =22
Interceptions 0 3

Punts 8 9

Punt Average 0.0 0.0
Penalties 8 6

Penalty Yards 55 52
Fumbles 2 1

Fumbles Lost 2 0
Possession 30:52 29:08
Individual Stats

RUSHING

SDSU Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Chase Jasmin 26 78 3.0 1 14
Jordan Byrd 3 76 25.3 1 72
Zidane Thomas 2 4 2.0 0 4
Ryan Agnew 9 0 0.0 0 8
Team 4 -4 -1.0 0 0
BSU Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Alexander Mattison 25 66 2.6 2 8
Chase Cord 2 6 3.0 0 6
John Hightower 1 3 3.0 0 3
Team 1 -10 -10.0 0 0
Brett Rypien 7 -14 -2.0 0 10
PASSING

SDSU Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQBRat
Ryan Agnew 8 15 113 7.5 0 0 29.8
BSU Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Brett Rypien 21 41 170 4.1 0 2 14.9
Chase Cord 1 3 8 2.7 0 1 0.6
RECEIVING

SDSU Rec Yds Avg TD Long
Fred Trevillion 3 57 19.0 0 30
Kahale Warring 1 24 24.0 0 24
BJ Busbee 1 24 24.0 0 18
Parker Houston 1 4 4.0 0 4
Chase Jasmin 2 4 2.0 0 2
BSU Rec Yds Avg TD Long
Sean Modster 4 44 11.0 0 14
CT Thomas 3 39 13.0 0 23
A.J. Richardson 5 38 7.6 0 13
John Hightower 4 27 6.8 0 9
Khalil Shakir 1 15 15.0 0 15
Alexander Mattison 1 9 9.0 0 9
Akilian Butler 2 4 2.0 0 3
Chase Blakley 1 1 1.0 0 1
Octavius Evans 1 1 1.0 0 1



