WEEK EIGHT
MICHIGAN AT MICHIGAN STATE

EAST LANSING, Mich. -- Shea Patterson threw two touchdown passes
and No. 6 Michigan earned a desperately needed 21-7 win over No.
24 Michigan State on Saturday.

The Wolverines (7-1, 5-0 Big Ten) had lost eight of 10 against
their in-state rivals and those setbacks have led to them not win-
ning a Big Ten title since 2004.

The Spartans (4-3, 2-2) struggled to move the ball, getting held
to 94 yards and failing to convert any of its 12 third downs.

Patterson’s 79-yard pass to Donovan Peoples-Jones put Michigan
ahead late in the third quarter. He converted a fourth-and-2 from
the Michigan State 41 early in the fourth, setting up Ben Mason'’s
5-yard run that gave the Wolverines a 21-7 lead.

The Ole Miss transfer was 14 of 25 for 212 yards and made a suc-
cessful debut in a series that has been tilted Michigan State’s
way in part because of poor quarterback play. His 6-yard pass to
Nico Collins broke a scoreless tie early in the second quarter
and was Michigan'’s first touchdown throw against the Spartans since
2011.

Michigan State needed a fumble deep in Michigan territory and a
trick play to score once.

Chris Evans lost the football at the Wolverines 7 early in the
third. Two plays later, quarterback Brian Lewerke caught a 4-yard
pass from receiver Darrell Stewart off a reverse to pull the Spar-
tans into a tie.

Michigan’s Karan Higdon had 144 yards rushing on 33 carries against
the nation’s top-ranked rushing defense, which entered the game
giving up an average of 62 yards on the ground.

LJ Scott returned from a leg injury to play for the Spartans after
a four-game absence and ran for just 25 yards on 10 carries.

Lewerke was 5 of 25 for just 66 yards with an injury-depleted corps
of receivers, which now includes Felton Davis after he was carted
off during the game with an apparent Achilles tendon injury.

THE TAKEAWAY

Michigan: Jim Harbaugh victory after entering the game 1-5 against
rivals Michigan State and Ohio State. If the Wolverines beat No.
18 Penn State in two weeks, they will be set up for a showdown
Nov. 24 at Ohio State.

Michigan State: Lewerke’s inconsistent play is slowing down an
offense already hurt by injuries. He may have to hold off Rocky
Lombardi, who played late in the game, to keep his job.

POLL IMPLICATIONS
The Wolverines can’t move up too much, but they will have chances

to do that against the Nittany Lions and Buckeyes next month. The
Spartans will likely drop out of the poll.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

MICH 0 7 7 7 21

MSU 0 0 7 0 7

Scoring Summary ------—————————-

SECOND QUARTER MICH MSU
TD 14:55

Nico Collins 6 Yd pass from Shea Patterson (Quinn Nordin Kick)
14 plays, 84 yards, 7:56 7 0
THIRD QUARTER MICH MSU
TD 11:12

Brian Lewerke 4 Yd pass from Darrell Stewart Jr. (Matt Coghlin Kick)
2 plays, 7 yards, 0:48 7 7
TD 2:24

Donovan Peoples-Jones 79 Yd pass from Shea Patterson (Quinn Nordin
Kick)

1 play, 79 yards, 0:11 14 7
FOURTH QUARTER MICH MSU
TD 10:21

Ben Mason 5 Yd Run (Quinn Nordin Kick)

13 plays, 84 yards, 6:41 21 7
Team Stats MICH MSU

First Downs 19 11

Total Yards 395 94

Total Plays 78 51

Avg Gain Per Play 5.1 1.8

Net Yards Rushing 183 15

Rushes 53 23

Yards Per Rush 3.5 0.7

Net Yards Passing 212 79

Comp-Att 14-25 7-28

Yards Per Pass 8.5 2.8

Times Sacked 2 4

Yds Lost To Sacks -12 -29
Interceptions 0 0

Punts 8 11

Punt Average 45.8 41.5
Penalties 9 4

Penalty Yards 929 40

Fumbles 2 1

Fumbles Lost 2 1
Possession 41:03 18:57
Individual Stats

RUSHING

MICH Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Karan Higdon 33 144 4.4 0 38
Shea Patterson 8 24 3.0 0 11

Ben Mason 4 15 3.8 1 5
Chris Evans 3 4 1.3 0 4

Tru Wilson 1 3 3.0 0 3
Ronnie Bell 2 -2 -1.0 0 3
Team 2 -5 -2.5 0 0

MSU Rush Yds Avg TD Long

LJ Scott 10 25 2.5 0 9
La’'Darius Jefferson 2 4 2.0 0 3
Connor Heyward 3 3 1.0 0 5

Team 1 -1 -1.0 0 0
Rocky Lombardi 3 -5 -1.7 0 10
Brian Lewerke 4 -11 -2.8 0 3
PASSING

MICH Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQBRat
Shea Patterson 14 25 212 8.5 2 0 62.4
MSU Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
Brian Lewerke 5 25 66 2.6 0 0 3.3
Rocky Lombardi 1 2 9 4.5 0 0 14.9
Darrell Stewart Jr. 1 1 4 4.0 1 0 100.0
RECEIVING

MICH Rec Yds Avg TD Long
Donovan Peoples-Jones 1 79 79.0 1 79

Grant Perry 3 30 10.0 0 13

Nick Eubanks 1 25 25.0 0 25

Nico Collins 3 24 8.0 1 10

Sean McKeon 2 24 12.0 0 16

Zach Gentry 2 21 10.5 0 16

Chris Evans 1 9 9.0 0 9

Karan Higdon 1 0 0.0 0 0

MSU Rec Yds Avg TD Long
Darrell Stewart Jr. 2 24 12.0 0 15

Cam Chambers 1 20 20.0 0 20

LJ Scott 1 15 15.0 0 15
Brandon Sowards 1 8 8.0 0 8

Connor Heyward 1 8 8.0 0 8

Brian Lewerke 1 4 4.0 1 4



