WEEK EIGHT
NORTH CAROLINA AT SYRACUSE

SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- Syracuse’s season hung in the balance. After two
straight defeats in heartbreaking style, the Orange was perched on
the precipice of another crushing loss after coughing up a 20-7
lead.

But then redshirt freshman quarterback Tommy DeVito came to the
rescue, leading the Orange (5-2, 2-2 ACC) to a thrilling 40-37
double-overtime victory over North Carolina (1-5, 1-3) Saturday.

Instead of being down in the dumps, the Orange sits on the cusp of
bowl eligibility, just one win away of making its first postseason
appearance since 2013.

“It meant a lot. It could have been devastating,” Syracuse running
back Moe Neal said. “Another overtime game, not going our way. It
was a great win.”

DeVito entered the game late in the fourth quarter, in relief of
a struggling Eric Dungey, and threw a career-high three touchdown
passes for a career-best 181 yards. He hit tight end Ravian Pierce
on a 4-yard scoring play in the second overtime to propel Syracuse
to the win. On his first play, he connected with Jamal Custis on a
50-yard pass play.

“I just thought it might be a spark,” Syracuse coach Dino Babers
said. “I just felt we needed to do something different. I just
felt like they had a little bit of a beat on us. Sometimes when
you change one character it throws off the defense. I don'’'t know
if it worked or not. I'm just happy with the result.”

It worked.

DeVito sent the game into overtime with a 42-yard touchdown pass
to Nykeim Johnson with 1:39 to go. His 25-yard touchdown pass to
Custis gave the Orange a brief lead in the first overtime until
Nathan Elliott’s 9-yard pass to Beau Corrales tied the game.

Babers wasn’t surprised by DeVito’s composure, and he wasn’t tip-
ping his hand as to whether there might be a changing of the guard
at quarterback.

“He’s been around here a long time,” Babers said. “We’'re calling
the plays and he knows the plays. He looks at the coverages and he
has to make some decisions. I don’t think it’s as big of a deal
as you guys make.

“By no means am I saying it’s a permanent change. We needed a lit-
tle spark and obviously the other guy came in and did some things
well.”

“You gotta be happy to get a game like that, especially in double
overtime,” DeVito said. “To have the guys rally around you and to
pull it off like this is special.”

North Carolina had rallied from a 20-7 deficit to take a 27-20 lead
with 10 minutes to go in regulation but dropped its third straight
game. A 1l2-yard touchdown run by Antonio Williams and a 75-yard
punt return by Dazz Newsome gave the Tar Heels a 21-20 lead. Two
field goals by Freeman Jones upped the margin to 27-20 with 10:15
to go.

“It’s pretty heartbreaking. I thought we had multiple opportuni-
ties to seal the game but we didn’t do that,” Elliott said.

DeVito was ready to go and wasn’t fazed by the moment.

“As far as me preparation-wise, I always like to prepare like I'm
starter and always be ready for any given moment because you know
anything can happen and sure enough it did so I was ready for the
moment,” he said. “I was confident with the guys around me.”

“He did a great job, coming in that type of situation. He’s a great
quarterback. We know what he’s capable of and he put it on display
today,” Neal said.

“Nothing changed when DeVito came in,” North Carolina coach Larry
Fedora said. “The guy had a career day. He just threw the ball and
made some great plays; put the ball where it had to be so you have
to give him credit.”

Elliott was 34 of 52 for 321 yards and two touchdowns for North
Carolina. Newsome also scored on a 6-yard touchdown pass.

North Carolina trailed 20-7 less than a minute into the third
quarter after the Orange scored on a three-play, 54-second drive
capped by Dungey’s l6-yard run up the middle.

FLATTENED

Neal flattened an official early in the second quarter on a 24-yard
carry. He would’ve had much more.

THE LONGEST YARDS

Dungey scrambled left, then scrambled right for officially a daz-
zling 12-yard gain, but he may have run 40 yards in the process.
SHANK YOU

North Carolina punter Hunter Lent had the worst kick of the day
from his 22-yard line. His punt was marked just 10 yards downfield
after ending up in the stands. His flub resulted in a short field
and a Syracuse touchdown.

THE TAKEAWAY

North Carolina: Heavy underdogs, the Tar Heels gave Syracuse a run
for its money only to suffer a heart-breaking loss. With another
road game coming up, the Tar Heels are headed for a long second
half of the season.

Syracuse: Quite simply, this game saved the Orange’s season. A
loss to the Tar Heels would have put bowl hopes in jeopardy. And,
the Orange might have seen a changing of the guard at quarterback.

Final 1 2 3 4 oT
UNC 7 0 17 3 10
SYR 0 13 7 7 13
Scoring Summary —--—-—-——————eao

FIRST QUARTER UNC

UNC TD 10:07

T
37
40

SYR

Dazz Newsome 6 Yd pass from Nathan Elliott (Freeman Jones Kick)
7 0

11 plays, 75 yards, 4:53

SECOND QUARTER UNC
SYR FG 10:58

Andre Szmyt 25 Yd Field Goal

8 plays, 60 yards, 3:20 7

SYR TD 1:56

Chris Elmore 1 Yd Run (Andre Szmyt Kick)

5 plays, 32 yards, 1:25 7

SYR FG 0:00

Andre Szmyt 46 Yd Field Goal

10 plays, 58 yards, 1:35 7

THIRD QUARTER UNC
SYR TD 14:06

Eric Dungey 16 Yd Run (Andre Szmyt Kick)

3 plays, 94 yards, 0:54 7

UNC TD 10:52

Antonio Williams 12 Yd Run (Freeman Jones Kick)

2 plays, 67 yards, 0:25 14

UNC TD 6:02
Dazz Newsome 75 Yd Punt Return (Freeman Jones Kick)

3 plays, 5 yards, 2:02 21
UNC FG 0:06

Freeman Jones 34 Yd Field Goal

11 plays, 74 yards, 4:17 24
FOURTH QUARTER UNC
UNC FG 10:15

Freeman Jones 25 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 72 yards, 2:38 27

SYR TD 1:39

Nykeim Johnson 42 Yd pass from Tommy DeVito (Andre Szmyt Kick)
27

3 plays, 58 yards, 0:28 27
OVERTIME UNC SYR
SYR TD Jamal Custis 25 Yd pass from Tommy DeVito (Andre Szmyt Kick)
2 plays, 25 yards 27 34
UNC TD Beau Corrales 9 Yd pass from Nathan Elliott (Freeman Jones
Kick)

4 plays, 25 yards 34 34
UNC FG Freeman Jones 48 Yd Field Goal

4 plays, -6 yards 37 34
SYR TD Ravian Pierce 4 Yd pass from Tommy DeVito

5 plays, 25 yards 37 40
Team Stats UNC SYR

First Downs 24 25

Total Yards 500 546

Total Plays 95 85

Avg Gain Per Play 5.3 6.4

Net Yards Rushing 179 140

Rushes 41 33

Yards Per Rush 4.4 4.2

Net Yards Passing 321 406

Comp-Att 34-54 28-52

Yards Per Pass 5.9 7.8

Times Sacked 1 5

Yds Lost To Sacks -6 -28
Interceptions 1 1

Punts 6 8

Punt Average 0.0 0.0

Penalties 5 6

Penalty Yards 34 53

Fumbles 1 3

Fumbles Lost 1 1

Possession 35:15 24:45
Individual Stats

RUSHING

UNC Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Antonio Williams 15 116 7.7 1 56
Michael Carter 10 24 2.4 0 8
Jordon Brown 7 16 2.3 0 15
Anthony Ratliff-williams 1 14 14.0 0 14
Dazz Newsome 1 6 6.0 0 6
Nathan Elliott 7 3 0.4 0 11

SYR Rush Yds Avg TD Long

Moe Neal 8 66 8.3 0 24

Eric Dungey 15 42 2.8 1 22
Dontae Strickland 4 27 6.8 0 10
Jarveon Howard 2 6 3.0 0 4
Shyheim Cullen 1 2 2.0 0 2
Tommy DeVito 1 2 2.0 0 2
Chris Elmore 1 1 1.0 1 1
Nykeim Johnson 1 -6 -6.0 0 0
PASSING

UNC Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int QBRat
Nathan Elliott 34 52 321 6.2 2 0 57.4
Anthony Ratliff-Williams O 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.3
Beau Corrales 0 1 0 0.0 0 1 0.0
SYR Comp Att Yds ¥Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
Eric Dungey 17 33 225 6.8 0 0 43.6
Tommy DeVito 11 19 181 9.5 3 1 79.9
RECEIVING

UNC Rec Yds Avg TD Long

Dazz Newsome 7 90 12.9 1 55

Anthony Ratliff-williams 9 79 8.8 0 19
Antonio Williams 6 38 6.3 0 11

Dyami Brown 2 35 17.5 0 19
Antoine Green 2 32 16.0 0 23

Beau Corrales 3 31 10.3 1 15
Michael Carter 3 11 3.7 0 6

Carl Tucker 1 10 10.0 0 10

Jordon Brown 1 -5 -5.0 0 0

SYR Rec Yds Avg TD Long

Jamal Custis 7 162 23.1 1 68

Nykeim Johnson 5 102 20.4 1 42

Sean Riley 7 78 11.1 0 22

Taj Harris 5 51 10.2 0 17

Dontae Strickland 2 7 3.5 0 8

Ravian Pierce 2 6 3.0 1 4
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