WEEK NINE
NORTH CAROLINA AT VIRGINIA

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. -- Bryce Perkins doesn’t think Virginia has
much to celebrate just yet.

Perkins threw for three touchdowns and ran for another and the
Cavaliers beat North Carolina 31-21 Saturday, keeping the Cava-
liers atop the ACC’s Coastal Division standings and giving them
bowl eligibility for the second year in a row, a first for the
program since 2005.
“We’'re not satisfied,” “We want the
Coastal.”

the junior transfer said.

Perkins ran for 112 yards, nearly half of that coming on a drive
to open the game for the Cavaliers (6-2, 4-1 ACC), who won their
third conference game in a row for the first time since 2011.

The drive was critical, coach Bronco Mendenhall said, because it
set the tone for the game.

“You can’t play normal defense with Bryce and so once then the
defense has to adjust, then the burden shifts back to our offense
to acknowledge what they’ve done,” he said.

A year ago, when Virginia reached bowl eligibility for the first
time since 2011, there was a wild celebration in the locker room.
This time, it was almost a business-as-usual reaction.

“This is the expectation,” wide receiver Olamide Zaccheaus said
of qualifying for a bowl game. “Nobody really doubted whether we
were going to win six or not. It was just what are we going to do
after? I’'ve been telling people this is not a time to (taper) off
and forget how we got here.”

The loss was the fourth straight for the Tar Heels (1-6, 1-4),
and ended their four-game winning streak on Virginia’s home field.

Coach Larry Fedora said Perkins makes things very difficult.

“He can really run and it makes you do some things that open up
some things in the passing game,” he said. “You have to worry about
caging and containing him in a pass rush.”

The Tar Heels, coming off consecutive heartbreaking losses to
Virginia Tech and Syracuse, will have to win all their remaining
games to make a bowl game.

“Virginia was the better team today,” safety Myles Dorn said.
“They don’t have better talent, but they performed better today.
They played with more swagger than we did. They just played with
more of an itch. They were more ready.”

On a day when Perkins was 18 for 27 for 217 yards, he connected
for scores with Joe Reed (27 yards), Hasise Dubois (33) and Evan
Butts (16). He also found Zaccheaus 10 times for 108 yards, allow-
ing Zaccheaus to pass Billy McMullen (210) as the school’s career
receptions leader with 213.

The Cavaliers led 17-14 at halftime, but Perkins hit Dubois for a
33-yard score early in the third quarter and the defense limited
North Carolina to two first downs and 43 yards. Perkins’ 1l6-yard
pass to Butts on the first play of the fourth quarter made it 31-14.

Michael Carter scored from a yard out for the Tar Heels with 7:53
to play, but their last possession ended with a fourth-down incom-
pletion as Nathan Elliott struggled against more pressure and the
absence of a running game. They gained just 66 yards on the ground.

MORE ON ~O'

Zaccheaus has had four 100-yard receiving games this season, in-
cluding a school-record 247-yard, two touchdown effort in Virgin-
ia’s 45-31 victory against Ohio on Sept. 15.

“The capability has always been there, but his drive for excel-
lence keeps accelerating to a higher level,” Mendenhall said.
“He’'s hungrier to be better. He also knows, and we’'ve talked re-
ally bluntly, that if he doesn’t play well, we don’t have a great
chance to win.”

Zaccheaus also had a 29-yard run in the first quarter, pushing him
past 500 career rushing yards, and is the only active player in
the nation with 2,000 receiving and 500 rushing yards.

THE TAKEAWAYS

North Carolina: Elliott had a very effective first half, completing
12 of 16 throws for 132 yards, but the Tar Heels’ inability to get
a ground game going made things more difficult in the second half.
After halftime, Elliott was just 11 for 22 for 139 yards.

Virginia: The Cavaliers defense continues to impress, especial-
ly at home. The Tar Heels gained 500 or more yards in their last
two games but could never get their ground game going until they
were way behind. The Cavaliers made a huge play late in the third
quarter when Chris Peace sacked Elliott and he fumbled, Bryce Hall
recovering at the UNC 35. Virginia has allowed just four touch-
downs in four home games.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

UNC 7 7 0 7 21

UVA 14 3 7 7 31

Scoring Summary ---—--———————-—

FIRST QUARTER UNC uUvAa
UVA TD 8:13

Bryce Perkins 10 Yd Run (Brian Delaney Kick)

13 plays, 83 yards, 6:47 0 7

UNC TD 3:50

Dazz Newsome 30 Yd pass from Nathan Elliott (Freeman Jones Kick)
11 plays, 75 yards, 4:23 7 7
UVA TD 0:47

Joe Reed 27 Yd pass from Bryce Perkins (Brian Delaney Kick)

6 plays, 75 yards, 3:03 7 14
SECOND QUARTER UNC uva
UVA FG 7:32

Brian Delaney 37 Yd Field Goal

9 plays, 37 yards, 5:23 7 17
UNC TD 5:01

Carl Tucker 16 Yd pass from Nathan Elliott (Freeman Jones Kick)
8 plays, 80 yards, 2:31 14 17
THIRD QUARTER UNC uva
UVA TD 13:11

Hasise Dubois 33 Yd pass from Bryce Perkins (Brian Delaney Kick)
4 plays, 62 yards, 1:00 14 24
FOURTH QUARTER UNC uva
UVA TD 14:54

Evan Butts 16 Yd pass from Bryce Perkins (Brian Delaney Kick)

3 plays, 35 yards, 1:19 14 31
UNC TD 7:53

Michael Carter 1 Yd Run (Freeman Jones Kick)

8 plays, 92 yards, 2:53 21 31
Team Stats UNC uva
First Downs 14 23
Total Yards 337 425
Total Plays 60 71
Avg Gain Per Play 5.6 6.0
Net Yards Rushing 66 208
Rushes 22 44
Yards Per Rush 3.0 4.7
Net Yards Passing 271 217
Comp-Att 22-38 18-27
Yards Per Pass 7.1 8.0
Times Sacked 1 3

Yds Lost To Sacks -6 -19
Interceptions 0 1
Punts 7 4
Punt Average 0.0 0.0
Penalties 4 1
Penalty Yards 19 5
Fumbles 1 1
Fumbles Lost 1 0
Possession 20:55 39:05

Individual Stats

RUSHING

UNC Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Michael Carter 8 42 5.3 1 13
Antonio Williams 7 21 3.0 0 6
Jordon Brown 4 7 1.8 0 7

Dazz Newsome 1 -1 -1.0 0 0
Nathan Elliott 2 -3 -1.5 0 2

uva Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Bryce Perkins 21 112 5.3 1 26
Jordan Ellis 16 64 4.0 0 11
Olamide Zaccheaus 2 30 15.0 0 29

PK Kier 3 5 1.7 0 3
Tavares Kelly 1 1 1.0 0 1

Team 1 -4 -4.0 0 0
PASSING

UNC Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQBRat
Nathan Elliott 22 38 271 7.1 2 0 135.2
UvVA Comp Att Yds Y/a TD Int QBRat
Bryce Perkins 18 27 217 8.0 3 1 163.4
RECEIVING

UNC Rec Yds Avg TD Long

Beau Corrales 4 62 15.5 0 29

Dazz Newsome 3 56 18.7 1 30

Antonio Williams 2 51 25.5 0 43

Carl Tucker 3 48 16.0 1 27

Michael Carter 2 18 9.0 0 14

Anthony Ratliff-wWilliams 3 18 6.0 0 8

Jake Bargas 2 7 3.5 0 6
Rontavius Groves 2 6 3.0 0 6

Thomas Jackson 1 5 5.0 0 5

uva Rec Yds Avg TD Long
Olamide Zaccheaus 10 108 10.8 0 29

Hasise Dubois 2 40 20.0 1 33

Joe Reed 2 32 16.0 1 27

Tavares Kelly 3 21 7.0 0 11

Evan Butts 1 16 16.0 1 16



