WEEK NINE
TEXAS A&M AT MISSISSIPPI ST

STARKVILLE, Miss. -- Nick Fitzgerald threw for 241 yards
and two touchdowns and ran for two more scores to lead
Mississippi State over No. 16 Texas A&M 28-13 on Saturday
night.

Mississippi State (5-3, 2/3 Southeastern Conference) won
thanks to an unexpected boost from its passing game, which
was among the least productive in the SEC coming into
the night. One week after throwing four interceptions in
a miserable loss to LSU, Fitzgerald completed 14 of 22
passes, including several big gains that swung the game in
favor of the Bulldogs.

“I'm happy for every single person in our program, but I'm
most happy for that kid, because he deserves it,” Missis-
sippi State coach Joe Moorhead said. “That’s the way we
expect Fitzgerald to play.”

The biggest offensive moment might have been an 84-yard
strike to Stephen Guidry on third-and-21 that set up a
l-yard touchdown run by Fitzgerald and gave the Bulldogs
a 21-13 lead early in the fourth quarter.

Mississippi State’s defense was able to take it from
there, and Erroll Thompson’s interception in the end zone
with 2:36 remaining -- along with Fitzgerald’s 76-yard
touchdown run on the ensuing drive -- sealed the victory.

Texas A&M (5-3, 3-2) had its three-game winning streak
snapped. Kellen Mond completed 23 of 46 passes for 232
yards, one touchdown and one interception. The Aggies had
just 61 yards rushing.

Mississippi State’s surprising ability to throw the ball
started on the opening drive. Fitzgerald completed 6 of 7
passes for 59 yards, including a 25-yard touchdown to Ste-
phen Guidry for a 7-0 lead. It was the team’s first passing
touchdown in more than four SEC games.

Texas A&M rallied to take a 10-7 lead into halftime but
didn’t score a touchdown in the second half. The Aggies
might have had more success in the first half, but several
dropped passes hurt promising drives.

“We had anywhere from seven to 10 drops off the top of my
head and you just can’t do that,” Texas A&M coach Jimbo
Fisher said. “It changes the whole dynamic of what you can
do. It has a cumulative effect.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Texas A&M had some good moments but was rarely able to hit
on the big plays that could have turned the momentum. Mond
missed on a few long throws and the receivers had several
drops. Trayveon Williams, who came into the game with 798
yards rushing, had just 26 yards on the ground.

It was a huge game for Mississippi State’s offense, which
looked completely overmatched in last week'’s loss to LSU.
If the Bulldogs are able to pass like this the rest of the
season, there could be several more wins remaining on the
schedule. The defense -- as it has been all season -- was
excellent.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

TA&M 0 10 3 0 13

MSST 7 0 7 14 28

Scoring Summary ----—-—--————————-

FIRST QUARTER TA&M MSST

MSST TD 7:19

Stephen Guidry 25 Yd pass from Nick Fitzgerald (Jace Christ-
mann Kick)

12 plays, 79 yards,
SECOND QUARTER
TA&M FG 4:42

Seth Small 34 Yd Field Goal

9 plays, 41 yards, 5:28 3 7

TA&M TD 0:14

Quartney Davis 34 Yd pass from Kellen Mond (Seth Small Kick)
4 plays, 64 yards, 0:34 10 7

THIRD QUARTER TA&M MSST

MSST TD 11:17

Osirus Mitchell 38 Yd pass from Nick Fitzgerald (Jace Christ-
mann Kick)

7 plays, 75 yards,
TA&M FG 1:41

Seth Small 41 Yd Field Goal

5 plays, 5 yards, 1:48 13 14
FOURTH QUARTER TA&M MSST
MSST TD 13:53

Nick Fitzgerald 1 Yd Run (Jace Christmann Kick)

6 plays, 75 yards, 2:48 13 21
MSST TD 2:17

Nick Fitzgerald 76 Yd Run (Jace Christmann Kick)

6:38 0 7
TA&M MSST

3:43 10 14

2 plays, 80 yards, 0:19 13 28
Team Stats TA&M MSST
First Downs 19 16

Total Yards 293 384

Total Plays 68 53

Avg Gain Per Play 4.3 7.2

Net Yards Rushing 61 143
Rushes 22 31

Yards Per Rush 2.8 4.6

Net Yards Passing 232 241
Comp-Att 23-46 14-22
Yards Per Pass 5.0 11.0
Times Sacked 3 3

Yds Lost To Sacks -29 -26
Interceptions 1 0

Punts 4 4

Punt Average 0.0 0.0
Penalties 7 10
Penalty Yards 40 95
Fumbles 0 0

Fumbles Lost 0 0
Possession 32:52 27:08
Individual Stats

RUSHING

TA&M Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Jashaun Corbin 3 33 11.0 0 28
Trayveon Williams 10 26 2.6 0 12
Kellen Mond 9 2 0.2 0 8
MSST Rush Yds Avg TD Long
Nick Fitzgerald 16 88 5.5 2 76
Aeris Williams 9 35 3.9 0 17
Nick Gibson 4 22 5.5 0 8
Keytaon Thompson 1 1 1.0 0 1
Team 1 -3 -3.0 0 0
PASSING

TA&M Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQBRat
Kellen Mond 23 46 232 5.0 1 1 95.2
MSST Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Nick Fitzgerald 14 22 241 11.0 2 0 185.7
RECEIVING

TA&M Rec Yds Avg TD Long
Quartney Davis 6 59 9.8 1 34
Hezekiah Jones 5 51 10.2 0 18
Trayveon Williams 4 45 11.3 0 38
Camron Buckley 3 30 10.0 0 12
Kendrick Rogers 1 21 21.0 0 21
Jace Sternberger 2 13 6.5 0 8
Jashaun Corbin 2 13 6.5 0 11
MSST Rec Yds Avg TD Long
Stephen Guidry 3 130 43.3 1 84
Osirus Mitchell 6 96 16.0 1 38
Aeris Williams 1 10 10.0 0 10
Deddrick Thomas 2 4 2.0 0 4
Jesse Jackson 2 1 0.5 0 3



