WEEK TEN
MICHIGAN ST AT MARYLAND

COLLEGE PARK, Md. -- A tumultuous week for Maryland ended with a
sobering defeat.

Michigan State capped a rough stretch for the unsettled Terrapins
football program, using a stout defensive performance to secure a
24-3 victory on Saturday.

The Terrapins (5-4, 3-3 Big Ten) managed only 100 yards and nine
first downs for interim coach and offensive coordinator Matt Can-
ada.

Connor Heyward ran for 157 yards and two touchdowns to help the
Spartans (6-3, 4-2 Big Ten) become a bowl eligible for the 11th
time in 12 years, the only exception a 3-9 stumble in 2016.

The loss followed the reinstatement, then dismissal, of Maryland
head coach DJ Durkin over the span of two days.

“This week was a challenging week. That’s a fact. You guys all
know that,” Canada said. “But we came in and worked every day. Our
kids played hard. We lost today because we just didn’t play well
enough. We played a really good football team and I didn’t coach
well enough.”

Canada spoke alone, opting not to make the players available to
the media.

“Our players are more than capable of speaking and they will,”
Canada said. “They’ve had a big week, a challenging week.”

On Tuesday, Durkin was reinstated by the University System board
of regents following a probe into the culture of the football pro-
gram. The investigation was launched soon after school president
Wallace Loh acknowledged in August that “mistakes were made” in
the treatment of Maryland offensive lineman Jordan McNair, who
collapsed during an offseason workout and died two weeks later of
heatstroke.

The decision to bring Durkin back from paid administrative leave
created such a furor among students and politicians that Loh fired
Durkin on Wednesday.

On Thursday, the board of regents chairman resigned from his post.

Several outlets reported that three players walked out of a meet-
ing with Durkin on Tuesday. After practice that day, the backup
punter, who had spoken out about the coaching staff, was report-
edly assaulted by a teammate who supported Durkin.

Coming off all those distractions, the Terrapins were looking to
become bowl eligible with their third win in four games. Instead,
they fell behind early and never got the offense working.

The Spartans scored on their first possession, added a first-quarter
field goal and went up 17-3 in the third quarter when Max Rosenthal
recovered a Heyward fumble in the end zone.

“Huge win for us,” Michigan State coach Mark Dantonio said. *“We
stayed focused on the task at hand, which was to win No. 6.”

Dantonio fully understood Maryland’s unique situation.

“I'm sure there were a lot of distractions. They have faced a very
emotional tragedy earlier in the year,” Dantonio said. “For that,
we are all very sorry. Everything else that’s going on is difficult
for us to comprehend, being on the outside looking in. But our
thoughts and our prayers go with the McNair family and also our
thoughts are with the entire Maryland football program as they
move through challenging times.”

Maryland’s effort to come back was thwarted by two fourth-quarter
turnovers. Javon Leake lost a fumble on the MSU 26 and Byron Cowart
fumbled on an interception return with the Spartans recovering in
the end zone for a touchback.

“We make that score, it’s 17-10 with 11 minutes to go, we’'re right
in the game,” Canada said.

On the next play, Heyward ran for an 80-yard touchdown for a 24-3
lead with 11 minutes left.

“I don’t know how to describe it,” Heyward said. “You're just
smiling and then looking at the Jumbo screen hoping you don’t get
caught.”

Maryland’s strong running game was limited to 26 yards (on 29 car-
ries) by the nation’s top-ranked rushing defense. Kasim Hill went
8 for 21 for 74 yards for the Terps on a very windy day.

THE TAKEAWAY

Michigan State: After putting off a decision on his starting quar-
terback until late in the week, Dantonio settled on senior Brian
Lewerke, who returned from a shoulder injury to go 11 for 20 for
87 yards and an interception before being replaced by redshirt
freshman Rocky Lombardi.

“I know there were a lot of distractions this week over here (at
Maryland), but same for us, not knowing exactly what’s going on as
well,” Dantonio said.

The Spartans have some work to do in the passing game, but the
defense is good enough to make up for that and keep them compet-
itive against any foe.

Maryland: When the Terps are bad, they’re bad. Maryland’s one-di-
mensional offense sputtered again, and those two turnovers in the
fourth quarter didn’t help. Maryland’s four losses this season
have come by a combined 86 points.

EJECTED
Terrapins defensive tackle Mbi Tanyi was ejected in the second
quarter for throwing a punch at a Michigan State player.

Final 1 2 3
MSU 10 0 7
MD 0 3 0

Scoring Summary -------———————-
FIRST QUARTER

MSU TD 7:55

Connor Heyward 18 Yd Run (Matt Coghlin Kick)
12 plays, 79 yards, 6:00

MSU FG 3:32

Matt Coghlin 33 Yd Field Goal

5 plays, 27 yards, 2:13

SECOND QUARTER

MD FG 5:13

Joseph Petrino 23 Yd Field Goal

9 plays, 36 yards, 3:01

THIRD QUARTER

MSU TD 4:17

24

MSU

10

MSU

10

MSU

Max Rosenthal 0 Yd Fumble Recovery (Matt Coghlin Kick)

11 plays, 69 yards, 5:53

FOURTH QUARTER

MSU TD 11:00

Connor Heyward 80 Yd Run (Matt Coghlin Kick)
1 play, 80 yards, 0:11

Team Stats MSU
First Downs 19
Total Yards 356
Total Plays 68
Avg Gain Per Play 5.2
Net Yards Rushing 269
Rushes 46
Yards Per Rush 5.8
Net Yards Passing 87
Comp-Att 11-22
Yards Per Pass 4.0
Times Sacked
Yds Lost To Sacks
Interceptions
Punts

Punt Average
Penalties
Penalty Yards
Fumbles

Fumbles Lost
Possession
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Individual Stats
RUSHING
MSU Rush Yds
Connor Heyward 15 157
Brian Lewerke 9 45
Weston Bridges 8 36
La’'Darius Jefferson 11 30
Jalen Nailor 1 6
Team 2 -5
MD Rush Yds
Tayon Fleet-Davis
Anthony McFarland
Jeshaun Jones
Taivon Jacobs
Javon Leake
Team
Tyrrell Pigrome
Kasim Hill
PASSING
MSU Comp Att Yds Y
Brian Lewerke 11 20 87 4
Rocky Lombardi 0 2 0 0
MD Comp Att Yds Y/
3
0
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Kasim Hill 8 21 74
Tyrrell Pigrome 0 3 0
RECEIVING

MSU R
Darrell Stewart Jr.
Cody White

Brandon Sowards

Cam Chambers

Matt Dotson

Jalen Nailor

Connor Heyward
La’'Darius Jefferson

MD R
Chigoziem Okonkwo
Taivon Jacobs

Jeshaun Jones

Darryl Jones

Dontay Demus

Avery Edwards

Anthony McFarland
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17
MSU
24
MD
9
100
53
1.9
26
29
0.9
74
8-24
3.1
5
-39
0
8
0.0
3
25
5
2
23:04
TD Long
2 80
0 22
0 9
0 7
0 6
0 0
TD Long
0 10
0 9
0 7
0 1
0 2
0 0
0 0
0 12
TD Int
0 1
0 1
TD Int
0 0
0 0
TD Long
0 10
0 24
0 12
0 11
0 8
0 8
0 2
0 2
TD Long
0 21
0 14
0 14
0 7
0 6
0 4
0 2

MD

OBRat
81.5

-100.0

OBRat
67.7
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