WEEK ELEVEN
ILLINOIS AT NEBRASKA

LINCOLN, Neb. -- Nebraska’s high-powered offense made Illinois pay
for its many mistakes Saturday.

The Cornhuskers converted four of the Illini’s five turnovers into
24 points while pulling away for a 54-35 win, their third in four
games after an 0-6 start.

“We got some good breaks today. We were probably due for some good
breaks,” Nebraska first-year coach Scott Frost said. “They made a
couple mistakes and got us some good situations. You can’t take
advantage of those if you’re not doing the right thing.”

The Huskers (3-7, 2-5 Big Ten) did plenty right. Wearing alternate
uniforms to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I,
the Huskers rolled up 606 total yards on a raw afternoon when the
wind chill dipped to 13 degrees. Illinois amassed 509 yards in the
meeting of the Big Ten'’'s worst defenses.

“There early on in the game, watching our offense executing, man,
it’s fun calling plays; it was a thing of beauty,” Frost said.
“Those guys were executing everything we were calling.”

Adrian Martinez threw for 290 yards and accounted for four touch-
downs and Devine Ozigbo ran for 162 yards and three scores.

Illinois (4-6, 2-5) had three turnovers in the first half -- two
muffed punts and a fumble by quarterback AJ Bush. Those led to 17
points for Nebraska, which led 38-21 at half.

Bush moved the Illini into Nebraska territory on the opening se-
ries of the second half but was intercepted when his pass went
through Dominic Stampley’s hands into safety Aaron Williams’. The
Huskers embarked on a 17-play, 82-yard drive that chewed nearly 8
minutes off the clock, with Ozigbo scoring his second touchdown
for a 24-point lead.

“When you turn the ball over like that, it’s tough to win,” Illini
coach Lovie Smith said. “When you continue to give up big runs on
the defensive side of the football, run and pass, it’s tough duty.
When you have a couple mishaps like we did in the special teams
game against a team like this at home, it’s tough to win.”

Martinez was 24 of 34 and threw for three touchdowns, and he ran 13
times for 55 yards and a TD. His 345 yards of total offense pushed
his season total to a school freshman-record 2,747.

Ozigbo broke a career-long 66-yard touchdown run in the second
quarter and went 60 yards for another TD in the fourth.

Bush, playing against the school where he spent the first two years
of his college career, threw for 126 yards but was intercepted
twice. Nebraska couldn’t stop Bush as a runner, though. He rushed
for a school quarterback-record 187 yards and three touchdowns on
25 carries.

“It’s cool, but I didn’t get the most important stat I wanted,”
Bush said. “You ball out, but LeBron scores 60 and they lose. It’'s
like that.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Illinois: Five turnovers can’t be overcome when the defense has no
answer for an offense that’s rolling like Nebraska’s. It was the
second straight week the Illini have had three or more turnovers
and third time in four games.

Nebraska: The Huskers have scored at least 30 points in five
straight games, including four straight in conference play for the
first time since 2001, and have gone over 450 yards of total offense
in seven straight games for the first time in program history.
They're averaging 537.9 yards over those seven games.

“I firmly believe we can move the ball on anybody,” Ozigbo said,
“and we should score every drive.”

NUMBERS TO NOTE

Ozigbo is 42 yards short of becoming the Huskers'’ first 1,000-yard
rusher since 2014. ... Stanley Morgan Jr. caught eight passes for
131 yards and two TDs and moved to No. 2 on the school’s all-time
receiving list behind Kenny Bell. ... Illinois’ 383 rushing yards
were its second-most this season behind the 430 against Minnesota
last week.

CORBIN INJURED

The Illini’s Reggie Corbin, who ran for a career-high 213 yards
against Minnesota, left with an injury in the middle of the second
quarter. He ran nine times for 59 yards and caught one pass for 34
yards. He favored his right leg as he was helped off.

Final 1 2 3 4 T
ILL 14 7 0 14 35
NEB 21 17 7 9 54

Scoring Summary -----—-—-————————-
FIRST QUARTER ILL NEB
NEB TD 13:58

Stanley Morgan Jr. 37 Yd pass from Adrian Martinez (Barret Pickering

Kick)

3 plays, 75 yards,
ILL TD 10:39

AJ Bush Jr. 11 Yd Run (Chase McLaughlin Kick)

8 plays, 76 yards, 3:14 7 7
NEB TD 7:27

Adrian Martinez 9 Yd Run (Barret Pickering Kick)

7 plays, 89 yards, 3:06 7 14
ILL TD 3:40

AJ Bush Jr. 8 Yd Run (Chase McLaughlin Kick)

8 plays, 76 yards, 3:43 14 14
NEB TD 1:54

1:02 0 7

Stanley Morgan Jr. 32 Yd pass from Adrian Martinez (Barret Pickering

Kick)
5 plays, 75 yards, 1:46 14 21
SECOND QUARTER ILL NEB

NEB FG 10:36

Barret Pickering 27 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 35 yards, 3:19 14 24
NEB TD 6:00

Devine Ozigbo 66 Yd Run (Barret Pickering Kick)

3 plays, 77 yards, 1:13 14 31
ILL TD 0:58

AJ Bush Jr. 2 Yd Run (Chase McLaughlin Kick)

12 plays, 75 yards, 5:02 21 31
NEB TD 0:03

Jack Stoll 12 Yd pass from Adrian Martinez (Barret Pickering Kick)
3 plays, 7 yards, 0:17 21 38
THIRD QUARTER ILL NEB
NEB TD 4:12

Devine Ozigbo 4 Yd Run (Barret Pickering Kick)

17 plays, 82 yards, 7:48 21 45
FOURTH QUARTER ILL NEB
NEB SF 12:10

Marquel Dismuke Safety

3 plays, 6 yards, 1:35 21 47
ILL TD 7:44

Ra’Von Bonner 2 Yd Run (Chase McLaughlin Kick)

3 plays, 39 yards, 1:22 28 47
NEB TD 6:15

Devine Ozigbo 60 Yd Run (Barret Pickering Kick)

3 plays, 75 yards, 1:29 28 54
ILL TD 3:21

Dre Brown 15 Yd Run (Chase McLaughlin Kick)

7 plays, 93 yards, 2:46 35 54

Team Stats ILL NEB
First Downs 25 22

Total Yards 509 606
Total Plays 74 68

Avg Gain Per Play 6.9 8.9
Net Yards Rushing 383 316
Rushes 49 34

Yards Per Rush 7.8 9.3
Net Yards Passing 126 290
Comp-Att 11-25
Yards Per Pass 5.0 8.5
Times Sacked 3 3

Yds Lost To Sacks -20 -16
Interceptions 2 1
Punts 4 4
Punt Average 0.0 0
Penalties 7 7
Penalty Yards 66 7
Fumbles 7 3
Fumbles Lost 3 1
Possession

Individual Stats
RUSHING
ILL Rush Yds Av
AJ Bush Jr. 25 187 7.
Ra’Von Bonner 10 81 8.
Reggie Corbin 6.
Dre Brown
M.J. Rivers II
Team
NEB Rush Yds Avg
Devine Ozigbo 11 162
Maurice Washington
Adrian Martinez 13 55 4.2
Andrew Bunch
Austin Rose
Mikale Wilbon
Kade Warner
Wyatt Mazour
PASSING
ILL Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
AJ Bush Jr. 11 25 126 5.0 0 2
NEB Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
Adrian Martinez 24 34 290 8.5 3 1
RECEIVING
ILL Re
Ricky Smalling 5
Reggie Corbin 1
Sam Mays 2
Trenard Davis 3
NEB Rec Yds Avg
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Stanley Morgan Jr.
JD Spielman
Devine Ozigbo
Bryan Reimers
Kade Warner

Jack Stoll
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