WEEK TWELVE
ARKANSAS AT MISS ST
Fitzgerald leads No. 25 Mississippi St past Arkansas 52-6

STARKVILLE, Miss. -- Nick Fitzgerald barreled through a defender
during the fourth quarter, crashing face-first into the ground be-
fore trotting to the sideline while removing a huge clump of grass
and mud from his helmet.

Two plays later, he was back on the field. And the quarterback’s
19-yard pass to Austin Williams was a fitting way to end his time
playing football at Davis Wade Stadium.

Fitzgerald threw four touchdown passes and ran for another score
to lead No. 25 Mississippi State over Arkansas 52-6 on Saturday.
In his final home game, the 6-foot-5, 230-pound Fitzgerald had one
more big performance in a career full of them.

“He's a guy that’s going to play 100 percent, 100 percent of the
time,” Mississippi State coach Joe Moorhead said. “This sounds
cliche, but he’s got a bulldog spirit and a bulldog toughness to
him and that shows up every time he’s between the white lines.”

Fitzgerald completed 9 of 14 passes for 127 yards and ran for
85 yards, including a 2-yard touchdown. He now has 3,387 career
rushing yards, extending his Southeastern Conference record for
rushing yards by a quarterback.

Senior Aeris Williams, starting in place of the injured Kylin
Hill, added 104 yards rushing on 15 carries. Williams ran for more
than 1,100 yards this season but has had a reduced role this season
because of Hill’'s emergence as the lead running back.

Fitzgerald said having one more big game with Williams was spe-
cial.

“To have a day like this with another senior, to go out there and
have fun playing, putting up huge numbers in front of the home
crowd for the last time, it was awesome,” Fitzgerald said.

Mississippi State (7-4, 3-4 SEC, No. 21 CFP) pushed out to a 17-3
lead by halftime thanks to 166 yards rushing, including rushing
touchdowns by Fitzgerald and Nick Gibson. The Bulldogs left no
doubt about the outcome in the third quarter, scoring 21 points on
three of Fitzgerald’s touchdown passes.

Mississippi State’s defense held Arkansas to just 219 total yards.

Arkansas (2-9, 0-7) had some promising drives in the first half but
had to settle for field goals. That wasn’t enough to keep pace with
the Bulldogs, who methodically beat the Razorbacks for a sixth
time in seven seasons.

“This is completely unacceptable,” Arkansas coach Chad Morris
said. “Unacceptable in all areas. Unacceptable coaching, unaccept-
able playing, unacceptable at all levels. This is not what this
program is about -- not what it’s going to be built on. We’'re in
major gut check time.”

Arkansas’ Ty Storey completed 16 of 28 passes for 137 yards and
one interception. Rakeem Boyd ran for 84 yards.

“I think it started heading downhill and just no one stepped up,”
Storey said. “And that’s as much on me as anyone.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Arkansas: After an acceptable first half, the second half proved
embarrassing. Arkansas has shown flashes of improvement during Mor-
ris’ first season, but this loss was a step back.

Mississippi State: The Bulldogs handled business against the worst
team in the SEC. Mississippi State continues to excel on the
ground and on defense. The passing game is still hit-and-miss, but
Fitzgerald made good decisions, especially during the second half.

AWESOME ABRAM

Mississippi State’s defense was led by senior Johnathan Abram, who
had 12 tackles, including 3 1/2 for a loss and 1 1/2 sacks. He
leads the Bulldogs with 89 tackles this season.

Abram has had to move from safety to the team’s hybrid safety/
linebacker position over the past few weeks because of an inju-
ry to Jaquarius Landrews. Despite the change, he’s continued to
thrive.

“It just shows I can play anywhere,” Abram said. “I get the chance
to be around the ball a little more.”

Final 1 2 3 4 T

ARK 0 3 3 0 6

MSST 3 14 21 14 52

Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER ARK MSST
MSST FG 8:27 Jace Christmann 19 Yd Field Goal

14 plays, 81 yards, 6:33 0 3
second Quarter ARK MSST
MSST TD 10:28 Nick Fitzgerald 2 Yd Run (Jace Christmann Kick)
11 plays, 53 yards, 4:53 0 10
MSST TD 5:20 Nick Gibson 8 Yd Run (Jace Christmann Kick)

8 plays, 72 yards, 4:11 0 17
ARK FG 0:32 Connor Limpert 36 Yd Field Goal

13 plays, 48 yards, 2:58 3 17
third Quarter ARK MSST
ARK FG 11:19 Connor Limpert 32 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 60 yards, 3:41 6 17

MSST TD 8:42 Justin Johnson 34 Yd pass from Nick Fitzgerald (Jace
Christmann Kick)6 plays, 75 yards, 2:37 6

MSST TD 7:41 Keith Mixon 4 Yd pass from Nick Fitzgerald (Jace Christ-

mann Kick) 1 play, 4 yards, 0:04 6 31

MSST TD 3:02 Osirus Mitchell 15 Yd pass from Nick Fitzgerald (Jordan
6 38

Lawless Kick)3 plays, 58 yards, 1:17

fourth Quarter ARK MSST

MSST TD 13:04 Austin Williams 19 Yd pass from Nick Fltzgerald (Jordan
6 45

Lawless Kick)6 plays, 50 yards, 3:02

MSST TD 5:20 Austin Williams 33 Yd pass from Keytaon Thompson (Jordan

Lawless Kick) 8 plays, 72 yards, 4:01 6 52
Team Stats ARK MSST

First Downs 17 29

Total Yards 219 475

Total Plays 69 65

Avg Gain Per Play 3.2 7.3

Net Yards Rushing 69 287

Rushes 35 47

Yards Per Rush 2.0 6.1

Net Yards Passing 150 188

Comp-Att 19-34 12-18

Yards Per Pass 4.4 10.4

Times Sacked 5 0

Yds Lost To Sacks -48 0
Interceptions 1 0

Punts 3 1

Punt Average 37.3 40.0
Penalties 9 7

Penalty Yards 85 60

Fumbles 3 2

Fumbles Lost 2 1

Possession 27:39 32:21

Individual Stats

RUSHING

ARK Rush Yds Avg Long TD

5 Rakeem Boyd 14 84 6.0 31 0

21 Devwah Whaley 4 16 4.0 6 0

3 Deon Stewart 1 7 7.0 7 0

23 Maleek Williams 3 2 0.7 2 0

2 Chase Hayden 1 -1 -1.0 0 0

13 Connor Noland 5 -3 -0.6 12 0

4 Ty Storey 5 -7 -1.4 4 0

9 De’Vion Warren 1 -13 -13.0 0 0

28 Reid Bauer 1 -16 -16.0 0 0

MSST Rush Yds Avg Long TD

26 Aeris Williams 15 104 6.9 20 0

7 Nick Fitzgerald 14 85 6.1 16 1

21 Nick Gibson 9 48 5.3 12 1

28 Dontavian Lee 7 38 5.4 13 0

10 Keytaon Thompson 2 12 6.0 9 0
PASSING

ARK Comp Att Yds ¥Y/A TD Int OQBRat
4 Ty Storey 16 27 137 5.1 0 1 94.5
13 Connor Noland 2 3 8 2.7 0 0 89.1
John Stephen Jonesl 3 5 1.7 0 0 47.3
9 De’Vion Warren 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0
MSST Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int QBRat
7 Nick Fitzgerald 9 14 127 9.1 4 0 234.8
Keytaon Thompson 3 4 61 15.3 1 0 285.6
RECEIVING

ARK Rec Yds Avg Long TD
La’Michael Pettway 4 83 20.8 47 0

85 Cheyenne O’Grady 2 24 12.0 17 0

8 Michael Woods 3 15 5.0 7 0

3 Deon Stewart 6 13 2.2 8 0

5 Rakeem Boyd 1 8 8.0 8 0

10 Jordan Jones 2 5 2.5 5 0

21 Devwah Whaley 1 2 2.0 2 0

MSST Rec Yds Avg Long TD

81 Justin Johnson 3 59 19.7 34 1

85 Austin Williams 2 52 26.0 33 2

87 Osirus Mitchell 2 21 10.5 15 1

84 Dontea Jones 1 17 17.0 17 0

1 Stephen Guidry 1 15 15.0 15 0

82 Farrod Green 1 11 11.0 11 0

26 Aeris Williams 1 9 9.0 9 0

23 Keith Mixon 1 4 4.0 4 1



