WEEK TWELVE
DUKE AT CLEMSON
No. 2 Clemson overcomes slow start to beat Duke 35-6

CLEMSON, S.C. -- Clemson finished perfect in the Atlantic Coast
Conference with a less than perfect performance that still ended
with another blowout.

The No. 2 Tigers (11-0, 8-0, No. 2 CFP) beat Duke 35-6 on Satur-
day night, rebounding to win their six straight league game by at
least 20 points after falling behind 6-0 and getting just one first
down on their first three drives.

The early struggles were almost refreshing for Clemson coach Dabo
Swinney, who said he appreciated the challenge of making adjust-
ments and motivating his team in the locker room at half.

“You walk in, you win 35-6, and you have some people who are dis-
appointed,” Swinney said, smiling after the game.

Clemson finished the ACC season 8-0 for the second time in four sea-
sons, The Tigers lost just one ACC game in 2016 and 2017, and will
try to win a fourth straight conference title Dec. 1 against Pitt.

Freshman quarterback Trevor Lawrence was 0 for 7 on third downs in
the first half and the Travis Etienne ran for just 4 yards as the
Tigers led 14-6 at the break.

But Etienne ran for 77 yards on four carries in the second half
with touchdowns runs of 27 and 29 yards, and Lawrence broke it open
with a 10-yard TD pass to T.J. Chase early in the fourth quarter
-- his final play in another Clemson blowout.

Lawrence was 21 for 38 for 251 yards and two touchdowns.

“We still won the game big,” Lawrence said. “That’s what we came
out here to do.”

Daniel Jones was 24 of 43 for 158 yards for Duke (7-4, 3-4). Collin
Wareham made field goals of 32 and 34 yards, but missed a 42-yarder
midway through the third quarter after Duke put together a 13-
play drive.

The Blue Devils had 127 yards in the first quarter, then only 135
yards the rest of the game.

“We had opportunities there and we didn’t take advantage of them.
With a team of this caliber, it is going to catch up with you,”
Duke coach David Cutcliffe said.

Clemson had four sacks, keeping the Tigers among the national
leaders.

The Tigers did get an injury scare. Senior Hunter Renfrow, whose
catch in 2016 won the national title for Clemson over Alabama,
left the game in the first quarter after setting a team record
catching a pass in his 39th straight game.

Co-offensive coordinator Jeff Scott said Renfrow hit his head
falling and should be back next week. “He still knows when he is
getting married,” Scott said after the game.

THE TAKEAWAY

Duke: Those two first-quarter, red-zone drives that ended in field
goals kept the Blue Devils from putting real pressure on Clemson
for the first time in nearly two months. Duke also struggled, like
many teams do, to get big plays on Clemson’s defense. The Blue
Devils only had two plays go over 20 yards. Duke has never beaten
a team in the Top 3 in the AP poll. And for Blue Devils fans, there
is perhaps a small bit of revenge on the horizon. The No. 1 men’s
basketball team hosts No. 19 Clemson on Jan. 5.

Clemson: The no-drama Tigers keep taking care of business after
turning the offense over to Lawrence. Since the 27-23 win over
Syracuse in Lawrence'’s first start (and where a blow to the head
took him out in the second quarter), Clemson has outscored its op-
ponents by an average of 42 points in the past six games. Clemson
also finished 8-0 in the ACC for the second time in four seasons --
the only times they’ve been 8-0 since the league’s 1992 expansion.
Florida State has done it nine times, but not since the Tigers
took control of the league with the first of their three straight
ACC titles in 2015.

POLL IMPLICATIONS:

Clemson should remain second in the AP Top 25 and the College
Football Playoff polls, just like the Tigers have since riding out
their five-week dip after a 28-26 win at Texas A&M the second week
of the season. Maybe No. 1 Alabama’s 10-10 halftime score against
The Citadel means the Tigers get a first place vote or two?

PROTECTING THE QUARTERBACK

Lawrence has been sacked just once in the past six games and the
freshman quarterback welcomes the protection from an offensive
line that gets overshadowed a little by all the likely NFL Draft
first round picks on the defensive line.

“It’'s really, really nice having guys like that,” Lawrence said.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

DUKE 6 0 0 0 6

CLEM 0 14 14 7 35

Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER DUKE CLEM
DUKE FG 4:07 Collin Wareham 34 Yd Field Goal

13 plays, 83 yards, 5:14 3 0
DUKE FG 0:22 Collin Wareham 32 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 37 yards, 2:17 6 0
second Quarter DUKE CLEM

CLEM TD 12:44 Tavien Feaster 2 Yd Run (Greg Huegel Kick)
7 plays, 75 yards, 2:38 6 7
CLEM TD 1:16 Justyn Ross 19 Yd pass from Trevor Lawrence (Greg Huegel

Kick)8 plays, 68 yards, 2:01 6 14
third Quarter DUKE CLEM
CLEM TD 12:25 Travis Etienne 27 Yd Run (Greg Huegel Kick)

5 plays, 61 yards, 1:41 6 21
CLEM TD 4:20 Travis Etienne 29 Yd Run (Greg Huegel Kick)

6 plays, 75 yards, 2:48 6 28
fourth Quarter DUKE CLEM

CLEM TD 11:21 T.J. Chase 10 Yd pass from Trevor Lawrence (Greg Huegel
Kick)13 plays, 79 yards, 5:47 6 35

Team Stats DUKE CLEM
First Downs 17 25
Total Yards 262 459
Total Plays 79 75
Avg Gain Per Play 3.3 6.1
Net Yards Rushing 104 208
Rushes 35 36
Yards Per Rush 3.0 5.8
Net Yards Passing 158 251
Comp-Att 24-44 21-39
Yards Per Pass 3.6 6.4
Times Sacked 4 0
Yds Lost To Sacks -21 0
Interceptions 0 0
Punts 10 8
Punt Average 43.7 45.0
Penalties 6 7
Penalty Yards 52 54
Fumbles 0 1
Fumbles Lost 0 0
Possession 32:20 27:40

Individual Stats

RUSHING

DUKE Rush Yds Avg Long TD

25 Deon Jackson 11 51 4.6 22 0

22 Brittain Brown 7 22 3.1 8 0

18 Quentin Harris 3 19 6.3 12 0

17 Daniel Jones 12 7 0.6 12 0

21 Mataeo Durant 2 5 2.5 4 0
CLEM Rush Yds Avg Long TD

9 Travis Etienne 9 81 9.0 29 2

26 Adam Choice 5 26 5.2 12 0

16 Trevor Lawrence 3 26 8.7 19 0

7 Chase Brice 3 23 7.7 6 0

23 Lyn-J Dixon 3 18 6.0 10 0

28 Tavien Feaster 7 17 2.4 6 1

35 Ty Thomason 1 7 7.0 7 0

37 Ryan Mac Lain 2 4 2.0 3 0

21 Darien Rencher 2 3 1.5 3 0

10 Derion Kendrick 1 3 3.0 3 0
PASSING

DUKE Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
17 Daniel Jones 24 43 158 3.7 0 0 86.7
18 Quentin Harris 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0
CLEM Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
Trevor Lawrence 21 38 251 6.6 2 0 128.1
7 Chase Brice 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0
RECEIVING

DUKE Rec Yds Avg Long TD

80 Daniel Helm 3 56 18.7 37 0

3 T.J. Rahming 9 38 4.2 8 0

Damond Philyaw-Johnson 2 21 10.5 14 0

25 Deon Jackson 3 21 7.0 10 0

81 Davis Koppenhaver 2 16 8.0 8 0

87 Noah Gray 1 5 5.0 5 0

82 Chris Taylor 1 4 4.0 4 0

5 Johnathan Lloyd 2 -1 -0.5 2 0

19 Jake Bobo 1 =2 -2.0 0 0

CLEM Rec Yds Avg Long TD

8 Justyn Ross 4 76 19.0 41 1

5 Tee Higgins 4 47 11.8 14 0

10 Derion Kendrick 2 37 18.5 33 0

3 Amari Rodgers 4 33 8.3 11 0

18 T.J. Chase 2 19 9.5 10 1

1 Trevion Thompson 1 14 14.0 14 0

28 Tavien Feaster 2 10 5.0 9 0

80 Milan Richard 1 8 8.0 8 0

13 Hunter Renfrow 1 7 7.0 7 0



