WEEK TWELVE
UTAH ST AT COLORADO ST

No. 14 Utah State survives on Colorado State penalty

FORT COLLINS, Colo. -- For a few moments, Colorado State lived
every underdog’s dream finish. The winning score even went up --
briefly -- on the scoreboard only to be wiped out by reality.

Collin Hill's apparent 34-yard touchdown pass to Preston Williams
with no time left was negated by penalty, allowing No. 14 Utah
State to escape with a 29-24 victory Saturday in a wild, stunning
finish to a game played in snow and freezing rain.

“Survive and advance. Just like in the NCAA Tournament,” said Utah
State coach Matt Wells, who was both relieved and ecstatic. “You
know, I'm going to celebrate after a win like this. I'm going to
let the players celebrate all the way until Monday. We have a spe-
cial season going.”

The Rams, denied in their bid for their first win over a ranked team
since 2002, were flagged for illegal touching after it was deter-
mined that Williams had stepped out of bounds and was the first to
touch the ball when he came back in bounds and made the leaping
catch between defenders in the end zone.

“I was proud of the effort and the fight and the heart,” Colora-
do State coach Mike Bobo said when asked what he told his team.
“There’s a lot of hurt in that locker room right today because
they played their tails off. We looked like a football team today
really for the first time this year.”

The call set off a bizarre scene in which the celebrating Rams team
suddenly went silent on the field with the sideline for Utah State
(10-1, 7-0 Mountain West) going from dejection to jubilation in
winning its school-record 10th in a row.

“I have never been a part of something like that,” said linebacker
Jontrell Rocquemore, who had one of Utah State’s two interception
returns for touchdowns. “I’ve never seen something like that. I
went from my all-time low, to, “Oh, my gosh. I just won!'’ Some-
times, winning is ugly.”

Hill understood the swirl of emotions from the other end of the
spectrum.

“It was probably like the ultimate high,
said.
you.

then pretty low,” he
“Thinking you’d won the game and then it gets reversed on
It’s kind of tough.”

The teams scored two touchdowns in the last 1:36 of the game.

Jordan Love threw a go-ahead 33-yard touchdown pass to Aaren
Vaughns with 43 seconds remaining, the first offensive touchdown of
the day for the Aggies, who came in with the nation’s top-scoring
offense, averaging 51.3 points per game.

“I was wide open,” Vaughns said. “I said, ~J-Love get me the ball.
I'm wide open,’ and he did.”

That score came on the heels of Hill'’s 17-yard touchdown pass to
Williams with 1:36 remaining.

Hill, who had two interceptions returned for touchdowns by Aggies
defenders, came back to throw for the score two plays after Deven
Thompkins muffed a punt that was recovered by Colorado State at
the Aggies’ 20-yard line.

Trailing by 10 points, the Rams (3-8, 2-5) drove nearly the length
of the field and pulled to within 20-17 on Hill’s 9-yard touchdown
pass to Williams with 10:36 remaining. The drive was kept alive
by punter Ryan Stonehouse’s fourth-down pass completion to V.J.
Banks.

Safety Aaron Wade’'s 95-yard interception return early in the sec-
ond quarter stood out as Utah State’s lone touchdown until line-
backer Jontrell Rocquemore picked off another wayward pass from
and returned it 32 yards to give Utah State a 20-10 lead with 2:37
remaining in the third quarter. Dominik Eberle kicked his second
field goal, a 26-yarder, earlier in the third to break a 10-10 tie.

Utah State’s high-powered offense made little headway in the first
half and the Aggies led 10-7 at intermission because of defense
and special teams.

Colorado State was poised for an early score when Wade came up
with his team-leading third interception of the season. He caught
a deflection off the hands of Williams and sprinted untouchded down
the right sideline to match the fourth longest interception return
in Utah State’s history.

Utah State’s first scoring drive stalled on a third-down incomple-
tion and Eberle came on to kick a 23-yard field goal, the only first
quarter score.

THE TAKEAWAY

Utah State: The Aggies’ offense finally came to life by scoring a
touchdown in the waning moments and it was just enough for the win
after a penalty call negated the Rams’ last-second score.

Colorado State: The Rams nearly pulled off a major upset by stifling
the nation’s top-scoring offense. It just wasn’t quite enough.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

Usu 3 7 10 9 29

CSuU 0 7 3 14 24
Scoring Summary —-—-—-———————————--

FIRST QUARTER Usu Csu
USU FG 1:00 Dominik Eberle 23 Yd Field Goal

11 plays, 70 yards, 3:42 3 0
second Quarter uUsu CSuU

USU TD 11:36 Aaron Wade 95 Yd Interception Return (Dominik Eberle

Kick)8 plays, 66 yards, 4:24 10 0
CSU TD 9:51 Izzy Matthews 8 Yd Run (Wyatt Bryan Kick)

5 plays, 80 yards, 1:38 10 7
third Quarter usu Csu
CSU FG 7:28 Wyatt Bryan 22 Yd Field Goal

13 plays, 61 yards, 6:20 10 10
USU FG 4:03 Dominik Eberle 26 Yd Field Goal

10 plays, 61 yards, 3:25 13 10
USU TD 2:37 Jontrell Rocquemore 32 Yd Interception Return
(Dominik Eberle Kick)3 plays, 2 yards, 1:26 20 10
fourth Quarter uUsu CSuU

CSU TD 10:36 Preston Williams 9 Yd pass from Collin Hill (Wyatt Bryan

Kick) 15 plays, 90 yards, 0:00 20 17
USU FG 7:00 Dominik Eberle 37 Yd Field Goal
8 plays, 55 yards, 3:36 23 17

CSU TD 1:36 Preston Williams 17 Yd pass from Collin Hill (Wyatt Bryan
23 24

Kick)2 plays, 20 yards, 0:49

USU TD 0:43 Aaren Vaughns 33 Yd pass from Jordan Love (Two-Point Pass

Conversion Failed)6 plays, 71 yards, 0:53 29 24
Team Stats usu Ccsu
First Downs 16 29
Total Yards 310 506
Total Plays 52 82
Avg Gain Per Play 6.0 6.2
Net Yards Rushing 141 199

Rushes 28 44

Yards Per Rush 5.0 4.5

Net Yards Passing 169 307

Comp-Att 15-24 25-38

Yards Per Pass 7.0 8.1

Times Sacked 0 2

Yds Lost To Sacks 0 -12
Interceptions 0 2

Punts 4 3

Punt Average 24.0 35.7
Penalties 7 11

Penalty Yards 71 142

Fumbles 2 0

Fumbles Lost 1 0

Possession 17:55 42:05

Individual Stats

RUSHING

usu Rush Yds Avg Long TD

8 Gerold Bright 13 89 6.8 20 0

5 Darwin Thompson 13 48 3.7 16 0

10 Jordan Love 1 8 8.0 8 0

11 Aaren Vaughns 1 -4 -4.0 0 0

CSsu Rush Yds Avg Long TD

24 Izzy Matthews 20 100 5.0 13 1

32 Marcus McElroy 6 45 7.5 27 0

46 Adam Prentice 8 29 3.6 7 0

5 Marvin Kinsey Jr. 5 12 2.4 4 0

15 Collin Hill 4 7 1.8 10 0

11 Preston Williams 1 6 6.0 6 0
PASSING

usu Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
10 Jordan Love 15 24 169 7.0 1 0 135.4
CSu Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
15 Collin Hill 24 37 296 8.0 2 2 139.1
Ryan Stonehouse 1 1 11 11.0 0 0 192.4
RECEIVING

uUsu Rec Yds Avg Long TD
Ron’quavion Tarver 6 69 11.5 28 0

11 Aaren Vaughns 2 49 24.5 33 1

8 Gerold Bright 3 23 7.7 12 0

21 Jalen Greene 1 12 12.0 12 0

12 DJ Nelson 1 11 11.0 11 0

5 Darwin Thompson 2 5 2.5 7 0

CSu Rec Yds Avg Long TD

81 Olabisi Johnson 7 107 15.3 36 0

11 Preston Williams 6 77 12.8 35 2

9 Warren Jackson 4 48 12.0 18 0

24 Izzy Matthews 4 28 7.0 23 0

5 Marvin Kinsey Jr. 1 24 24.0 24 0

16 Cameron Butler 2 12 6.0 6 0

19 V.J. Banks 1 11 11.0 11 0



