SUGAR BOWL
BAYLOR VS GEORGIA

NEW ORLEANS -- Georgia freshman receiver George Pickens left be-
hind his regrettable ending to the regular season and put the rest
of college football on notice that he will be an exceedingly tough
cover in 2020.

Pickens caught 12 passes for 175 yards and a touchdown, and No. 5
Georgia defeated eighth-ranked Baylor 26-14 in the Sugar Bowl on
Wednesday night.

“I've still got growing to do, but I can kind of tell myself I'm
improving every day,” said the 6-foot-3 Pickens, who was sus-
pended for the first half of Georgia’s SEC title game loss to LSU
because of his fight with a Georgia Tech player in the Bulldogs’
regular-season finale. “It was a great season to me. You win some,
you lose some.”

Baylor quarterback Charlie Brewer, coming back from a concussion
in the Big 12 title game on Dec. 7, was sidelined again in the
fourth quarter when the back of his head appeared to hit the turf
hard as he was taken down by two defenders while going out of
bounds.

Baylor coach Matt Rhule said Brewer did not appear concussed this
time. Medical staff was concerned about possible spinal and neck
injuries. Rhule expected Brewer to be monitored overnight, but
added that early indications were the injuries were not career
threatening.

“It’s scary when they were holding his head and stabilize his neck
and he’s yelling at them to let go of him and let him go back in
the game,” Rhule said. “He’s a great player whose best football
is in front of him.”

Travon Walker was penalized for a late hit, giving Baylor a first
down, but the drive stalled on a sack of backup Jacob Zeno on
fourth down with five minutes to go and Baylor down 12.

Jake Fromm completed 20 of 30 passes for 250 yards and two touch-
downs without an interception for Georgia (12-2), which lost the
Sugar Bowl to Texas last season.

Zamir White carried 18 times for 92 yards and a touchdown, and Matt
Landers caught his first career TD on a l6-yard pass.

Georgia defensive back Richard LeCounte intercepted two passes,
the second sealing the victory in the final minutes.

Pickens was selected the game’s most outstanding player.

“Seeing him do something like he did today -- no surprise to us,”
Fromm said. “He’s just going out and playing the game he loves.”

Brewer completed 21 of 41 passes for 211 yards and one touchdown
to Denzel Mims.

After Georgia led 19-0 at halftime, Baylor (11-3) showed signs
of mounting a comeback on the opening series of the second half
with a scoring drive dominated by Mims. He had catches of 40 and
8 yards before his 12-yard touchdown grab trimmed the Bulldogs’
lead to 19-7. Mims also surpassed 1,000 yards receiving for the
season on the drive.

The Bears quickly forced a Georgia punt and moved back across
midfield when momentum suddenly changed. Linebacker Azeez Ojulari
sacked and stripped Brewer on fourth-and-4 and Walker recovered
on the Baylor 47.

“I really, really regret my decision to go for it on the one fourth
down,” Rhule said. “That was a bad coaching moment on my end. It
quickly led to points. So that goes against me.”

The Bulldogs capitalized with a touchdown drive extended by a fake
field goal in which holder Jake Camarda ran off tackle for 6 yards
on fourth-and-2. White finished the series with a tackle-breaking
13-yard run to the pylon to make it 26-7.

Brewer’s short, second-effort TD run late in the third quarter
trimmed Georgia’s lead, but Baylor got no closer.

PICKENS'’ HIGHLIGHTS

Pickens’ 46-yard catch deep down the middle on a flea flicker set up
the first points of the game on Rodrigo Blankenship'’s field goal.
The Bulldogs widened the lead on Fromm’s 27-yard fade pass to the
Pickens in the left side of the end zone.

“When we left him l-on-1, he made the plays,” Rhule said. “When we
played off him a little bit, he made guys miss.”

STEPPING UP

Georgia was without about a dozen regulars, including three start-
ing offensive linemen. Some players were hurt while others sat out
to preserve their health for the NFL draft.

Meanwhile, top running back D’Andre Swift saw only limited action
because of an ailing shoulder.

LeCounte wasn'’t surprised to see younger reserves step in effec-
tively.

“These guys, four-star, five-star guys. They’'re more than capable
of coming in and doing what they’ve got to do,” LeCounte said.

THE TAKEAWAY

Georgia: The Bulldogs demonstrated their depth and motivation to
turn in a better Sugar Bowl showing than a year ago. Georgia’s
running game, which produced 130 yards, was strong enough to give
the Bulldogs nearly five minutes more possession.

Baylor: The defense sacked Fromm three times and was solid enough
to keep the Bears in the game until the fourth quarter, but Bay-
lor’s offense struggled much of the night and had little balance
with just 61 yards rushing.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

UGA 3 16 7 0 26

BAY 0 0 14 0 14
Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER UGA BAY
UGA FG 0:49

Rodrigo Blankenship 24 Yd Field Goal

6 plays, 74 yards, 2:14 3 0
SECOND QUARTER UGA BAY

UGA TD 12:28
George Pickens 27 Yd pass from Jake Fromm (Rodrigo Blankenship Kick)
0

8 plays, 85 yards, 2:32 10

UGA FG 8:08

Rodrigo Blankenship 31 Yd Field Goal

9 plays, 45 yards, 3:36 13 0

UGA TD 1:51

Matt Landers 16 Yd pass from Jake Fromm (Two-Point Pass Conversion
Failed)

7 plays, 71 yards, 2:52 19 0
THIRD QUARTER UGA BAY
BAY TD 12:14

Denzel Mims 12 Yd pass from Charlie Brewer (John Mayers Kick)
8 plays, 75 yards, 2:46 19 7
UGA TD 7:16

Zamir White 13 Yd Run (Rodrigo Blankenship Kick)

7 plays, 47 yards, 2:46 26 7
BAY TD 4:10

Charlie Brewer 1 Yd Run (John Mayers Kick)

8 plays, 75 yards, 3:06 26 14
Team Stats UGA BAY

First Downs 19 21

Passes for First 9 12

Rushes for First 9 4

Penalties for First 1 5

Third Down Efficiency 5-16 8-18

Fourth Down Efficiency 1-1 0-3

Total Yards 380 295

Total Plays 70 78
Avg Gain Per Play 5.4 3.8
Net Yards Rushing 130 61
Rushes 40 28
Yards Per Rush 3.3 2.2
Stat Name

Net Yards Passing
Comp-Att 20-30 28-50
Yards Per Pass 8.3 4.7
Times Sacked 3 3

Yds Lost To Sacks -12 -15
Interceptions 0 2
Punts 7 7
Punt Average 42.1 49.1
Penalties 6 10
Penalty Yards 82 90
Fumbles 0 2
Fumbles Lost 0 1
Possession 32:23 27:37

250 234

Individual Stats
RUSHING

UGA

Zamir White

Kenny McIntosh
Tyler Simmons
James Cook

Jake Camarda
Demetris Robertson
D’'Andre Swift

Jake Fromm

Team

BAY R
Trestan Ebner

John Lovett

JaMycal Hasty

Charlie Brewer

Josh Fleeks

Jacob Zeno

PASSING

UGA Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
Jake Fromm 20 30 250 8.3 2 0
BAY Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
Charlie Brewer 24 41 211 5.1 1 1 18.4
Jacob Zeno 4 9 23 2.6 0 1 5.0
RECEIVING

UGA Rec Yds Avg
George Pickens 175 14.6
Tyler Simmons 47 11.8
Matt Landers 25 8.3
Kenny McIntosh

BAY R
Denzel Mims

Trestan Ebner

Tyquan Thornton

R.J. Sneed

Josh Fleeks

JaMycal Hasty
Christoph Henle

John Lovett

Rush Yds
92
26
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