LAS VEGAS BOWL
WASHINGTON VS BOISE ST

LAS VEGAS -- The Las Vegas Bowl was always going to be about Chris
Petersen. It was his final game as coach, a matchup the two programs
he led to such great heights in Washington and Boise State

It could have been his moment, but the humble Petersen went out
of his way to share his last spotlight after a successful finale.

Jacob Eason threw for 210 yards and a touchdown, Elijah Molden was
named MVP after intercepting a pass and forcing a fumble, and the
Huskies sent out Petersen with a 38-7 victory over No. 18 Broncos
on Saturday night.

“Well, this is never about any one person. It’s never about any
one player. It’s a team game,” Petersen said.

That was certainly true as Petersen capped six seasons as Wash-
ington’s coach and 14 years as one of the most successful leaders
in college football.

Richard Newton rushed for 69 yards with a short touchdown run and
threw a touchdown pass for the Huskies (8-5), and Salvon Ahmed
added two touchdown runs. Myles Bryant added an interception, and
six different defenders had a tackle for loss.

Together, they capped an erratic season with a dominant finale for
Petersen -- who left Boise State to coach Washington -- after he
announced Dec. 2 he was stepping down after six seasons. Defensive
coordinator Jimmy Lake will take over as head coach.

Petersen brought Lake to the stage to help accept the trophy. Pe-
tersen then alternated between cracking jokes and assigning praise
to players and coaches in his final press conference.

While Petersen was apprehensive about the all encompassing focus
on himself leading up to the game, Molden said it was a “pretty
good incentive” to play well for him and the seniors while also
building momentum towards Lake’s first season.

“Every game is important, but some games are more important,”
Molden said. “We had a lot of weeks to kind of let this simmer.
And then we went out there, we played well.”

The Huskies jumped out to a 17-0 halftime lead behind a methodical
offense and suffocating defense, starting with an interception of
Hank Bachmeier’s pass that was thrown up for grabs on the opening
possession and easily picked off by Bryant. Andre Baccellia took a
slant from Eason 17 yards into the end zone for the opening score,
and Washington never was seriously threatened.

By the time the Huskies went up 24-0 early in the third quarter on
a 2-yard touchdown run by Newton after Molden picked off a screen
pass by Bachmeier, the Broncos had been completely taken out of
their game.

“Ultimately, it falls back on me, and the performance tonight, I
mean, that’s my fault,” Boise State coach Bryan Harsin said. “Ob-
viously seven points is not what we put in 10 days of practice time
to go out there and execute and achieve.”

Jaylon Henderson threw for 48 yards and a touchdown for the Bron-
cos (12-2). They lost for the first time in five appearances in the
Las Vegas Bowl. Henderson found George Holani on a 10-yard touch-
down pass after replacing Bachmeier in the second half after the
freshman threw his second interception.

Bachmeier, who started the first seven games before sustaining a
hip injury against Hawaii, was 15 of 26 for 119 yards.

THE TAKEAWAY

Boise State: The offense had no answers, but the biggest question
will be about Harsin deciding to go with Bachmeier after Henderson
had played so well down the stretch. Both interceptions came on
throws Bachmeier should not have made, and the first pick allowed
Washington’s offense to build confidence early. The Broncos defense
had three sacks and nine tackles for loss, but they could never
come up with a truly game-changing play.

Washington: The Huskies were clearly fired up to give Petersen a
memorable finale, capping his tenure there with a record of 55-26.
It was also one of their most complete performances in an up-and-
down season, with the offense proving to be efficient enough to
complement a tenacious defensive effort. Petersen got the Huskies
back to the upper echelon of West Coast football by winning two
Pac-12 titles and leaves a strong foundation behind for Lake.

SUNDAY MORNING

Petersen isn’t clear on what his next step will be, but he is look-
ing forward to waking up Sunday as an ex-coach. “It’s going to be
awesome, ” Petersen said. “And the next day after that is going to
be awesome. Maybe in a month, it might not be so awesome, figuring
out what to do next. But it’s gonna be good for a while.”

POLL IMPLICATIONS

It might be dicey after the blowout loss, but Boise State’s over-
all body of work in a solid Mountain West Conference should be
enough to be ranked in the final poll. Washington could merit con-
sideration in the preseason AP Top 25.

Final 1 2 3 4 T
BSU 0 0 7 0 7
WASH 7 10 7 14 38

Scoring Summary —--—-—-——————eao

FIRST QUARTER BSU
WASH TD 5:32

Andre Baccellia 17 Yd pass from Jacob Eason (Peyton Henry Kick)
12 plays, 52 yards, 6:07 0 7
SECOND QUARTER BSU
WASH TD 6:46

Salvon Ahmed 8 Yd Run (Peyton Henry Kick)

13 plays, 74 yards, 5:53 0 14
WASH FG 0:00

Peyton Henry 32 Yd Field Goal

4 plays, 41 yards, 0:23 0 17
THIRD QUARTER BSU WASH
WASH TD 10:22

Richard Newton 2 Yd Run (Peyton Henry Kick)

3 plays, 24 yards, 0:49 0 24
BSU TD 4:44

George Holani 10 Yd pass from Jaylon Henderson (Eric Sachse Kick)
11 plays, 77 yards, 5:38 7 24
FOURTH QUARTER BSU WASH
WASH TD 10:44

Terrell Bynum 13 Yd pass from Richard Newton (Peyton Henry Kick)
6 plays, 60 yards, 3:27 7 31
WASH TD 2:29

Salvon Ahmed 12 Yd Run (Peyton Henry Kick)

11 plays, 55 yards, 7:39 7 38

WASH

WASH

Team Stats BSU WASH
First Downs 16 22
Passes for First 9 12
Rushes for First 7 9
Penalties for First 0 1
Third Down Efficiency 3-11 7-14
Fourth Down Efficiency 1-2 3-3
Total Yards 266 341
Total Plays 59 68
Avg Gain Per Play 4.5 5.0
Net Yards Rushing 78 118
Rushes 22 35
Yards Per Rush 3.5 3.4
Stat Name
Net Yards Passing 188 223
Comp-Att 21-37 23-33
Yards Per Pass 6.8
Times Sacked
Yds Lost To Sacks
Interceptions
Punts
Punt Average
Penalties
Penalty Yards
Fumbles
Fumbles Lost
Possession
Individual Stats
RUSHING
BSU Rush Yds Avg
George Holani 11
Hank Bachmeier 2
Jaylon Henderson 3
John Hightower 2
Robert Mahone 2
Khalil Shakir 2
WASH Rus
Richard Newton 15 69
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Salvon Ahmed
Chico McClatcher
Kamari Pleasant
Sean McGrew
Team

Cameron Davis
Jacob Eason
PASSING

BSU Comp Att Yds Y/A
Hank Bachmeier 15 26 119 4.6
Jaylon Henderson 5 10 48 4.8
CT Thomas 1 1 21 21.0
WASH Comp Att Yds Y/A
Jacob Eason 22 32 210 6.6
Richard Newton 1 1 13 13.0
RECEIVING

BSU R
Khalil Shakir
Octavius Evans

George Holani

CT Thomas

John Bates

John Hightower

Stefan Cobbs

Garrett Collingham
Andrew Van Buren

Matt Pistone

WASH R
Terrell Bynum

Andre Baccellia

Aaron Fuller

Marquis Spiker

Salvon Ahmed

Sean McGrew

Cade Otton

Chico McClatcher
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38 12.7
36 12.0
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20 20
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