WEEK THREE
PITTSBURGH at PENN ST

Endgame: Penn St. holds off Pitt as rivalry stops

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. -- Pittsburgh coach Pat Narduzzi joked before
the 100th meeting between the Panthers and 13th-ranked Penn State
that the next time the rivals face off, he’ll either be retired
or “in a coffin.”

That’s a long time to live with some curious decision-making that
helped the Nittany Lions escape with a 17-10 win. Opting to kick
a field goal on fourth-and-goal at the Penn State 1 trailing by a
touchdown with less than 4 minutes to go, Alex Kessman’s 19-yard
attempt clanked off the upright.

The Nittany Lions’ defense later turned away Pitt’s last-ditch
possession to win their third straight in the series since it was
renewed in 2016.

Journey Brown ran for 109 yards and a touchdown for Penn State (3-
0) and Noah Cain’s 13-yard third-quarter sprint to the end zone
gave Penn State the lead for good. Sean Clifford completed 14 of
30 passes for 222 yards while spending most of the afternoon under
heavy duress.

Pitt’s Kenny Pickett threw for a career-high 372 yards, but Penn
State held firm when it mattered. The Panthers had first-and-goal at
the Penn State 1 midway through the fourth quarter. Two passes and
a run went nowhere, and Narduzzi opted to kick, despite trailing
by seven.

Kessman’s miss allowed the Nittany Lions to bleed the clock a bit.
Pitt drove from its 16 to the Penn State 26 in the final seconds,
but Pickett’s 51st and final pass attempt smacked off a sea of hands
in the end zone and fell incomplete to let Penn State improve to
53-43-4 in the series.

A rivalry that dates back to 1893 is going on indefinite hiatus. The
uncertain future provided a sense of finality, one Narduzzi didn’t
run from. He stressed to his players the outcome will give the
winner bragging rights for years and possibly forever.

While Pitt fought gamely -- overcoming a slow start following a
30-minute weather delay to take a 10-7 lead -- the Panthers al-
lowed Penn State to get into a rhythm late in the first half. Jordan
Stout’s school-record 57-yard field goal tied it at 10 going into
the break.

Using the no huddle to help slow the Panther defense, Clifford
led Penn State 88 yards in 13 plays, the last Cain’s burst up the
middle that put Penn State in front to stay.

Barely.

THE TAKEAWAY

Pitt: Five seasons into his tenure, the swaggering, aggressive
defensive style Narduzzi cultivated during his long run as an as-
sistant at Michigan State has finally become a part of the culture
at Pitt. The secondary may be the best in the Atlantic Coast Con-
ference and the defensive line looks capable even with starters
Rashad Weaver and Keyshon Camp both done for the season with knee
injuries.

Penn State: Things didn’t come quite so easily for the Nittany
Lions after a pair of blowouts to open the season. Yet Clifford
proved his toughness while taking a pounding and -- just as impor-
tantly -- took care of the ball.

Final 1 2 3 T

PITT 0 10 0 10

PSU 7 3 7 17
Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER PITT PSU
PSU TD 4:31 Devyn Ford 1 Yd Run (Jake Pinegar Kick)

5 plays, 98 yards, 2:02 0 7
SECOND QUARTER PITT PSU
PITT FG 6:34 Alex Kessman 25 Yd Field Goal

18 plays, 85 yards, 9:15 3 7
PITT TD 2:08 Vincent Davis 3 Yd Run (Alex Kessman Kick)

8 plays, 78 yards, 3:13 10 7
PSU FG 0:01 Jordan Stout 57 Yd Field Goal

11 plays, 48 yards, 2:07 10 10
THIRD QUARTER PITT PSU
PSU TD 5:50 Noah Cain 13 Yd Run (Jake Pinegar Kick)

13 plays, 88 yards, 4:49 10 17
Team Stats PITT PSU

First Downs 20 17

Passes for First 17 11

Rushes for First 1 5

Penalties for First 2 1

Third Down Efficiency 5-16 4-13

Fourth Down Efficiency 3-3 1-1

Total Yards 396 389

Total Plays 76 62

Avg Gain Per Play 5.2 6.3

Net Yards Rushing 24 167

Rushes 25 32

Yards Per Rush 1.0 5.2

Net Yards Passing 372 222

Comp-Att 35-51 14-30

Yards Per Pass 7.3 7.4

Times Sacked 3 3

Yds Lost To Sacks -14 -22
Interceptions 0 0

Punts 6 7

Punt Average 45.2 42.4
Penalties 2 3

Penalty Yards 18 40

Fumbles 2 1

Fumbles Lost 0 0

Time of Poss 34:16 25:44
Individual Stats

RUSHING

PITTSBURGH Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Shocky Jacques-Louis 1 9 9.0 0 9
Kenny Pickett 9 7 0.8 0 7
Vincent Davis 4 6 1.5 1 8
A.J. Davis 8 5 0.6 0 3
V’'Lique Carter 2 -1 -0.5 0 1
Team 1 -2 -2.0 0 0
PENN ST Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Journey Brown 10 109 10.9 0 85
Noah Cain 6 40 6.7 1 13
Devyn Ford 5 9 1.8 1 3
Sean Clifford 7 5 0.7 0 13
Ricky Slade 4 4 1.0 0 3
PASSING

PITTSBURGH Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Kenny Pickett 35 51 372 7.3 0 0

PENN ST Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
Sean Clifford 14 30 222 7.4 0 0
RECEIVING

PITTSBURGH Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Taysir Mack 12 125 10.4 0 29

A.J. Davis 7 94 13.4 0 48
Maurice Ffrench 8 43 5.4 0 16

Nakia Griffin-Stewart 2 39 19.5 0 36

Tre Tipton 2 28 14.0 0 17
Dontavius Butler-Jenkins 1 27 27.0 0 27

Aaron Mathews 2 17 8.5 0 15

Will Gragg 1 -1 -1.0 0 0

PENN ST Rec Yds Avg TD LONG

KJ Hamler 3 68 22.7 0 53

Ricky Slade 2 42 21.0 0 40
Justin Shorter 2 29 14.5 0 18

Jahan Dotson 2 21 10.5 0 13
Journey Brown 1 16 16.0 0 16

Pat Freiermuth 1 16 16.0 0 16

Noah Cain 1 13 13.0 0 13

Devyn Ford 1 9 9.0 0 9

Cam Sullivan-Brown 1 8 8.0 0 8



