WEEK FIVE
MINNESOTA at PURDUE

Gophers follow near-perfect script in 38-31 win at Purdue

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. -- Minnesota quarterback Tanner Morgan played
as close to perfect as he could Saturday.

His receivers were spot on, too.

Morgan completed his first 14 throws, finished with 396 yards and
four touchdowns, both career highs, and made enough plays over the
final four minutes to preserve a 38-31 victory at Purdue

“Our quarterback had a 95.4 percent completion percentage. I’'d
say that’s pretty good,” Gophers coach P.J. Fleck said. “He’'s a
winner. He’s tough, he’s a leader. He's not 6-foot-6 with a huge
arm at 230 pounds, not flashy. But he’s smart and he’s mastered
our offense.”

That much was evident as Morgan wound up 21 of 22 and finished the
first half just four yards short of his previous single-game high.

He became the fourth player in school history to complete 14
consecutive passes, tying a record last done by Mitch Leidner in
December 2015. Morgan is now 8-2 as a starter and has Minnesota
(4-0, 1-0 Big Ten) off to its best start since 2013

But Morgan had plenty of help.

Of the 56 plays run by the Golden Gophers, 12 went for 16 or more
yards. Morgan connected with Rashod Bateman on scoring passes of
45 and 47 yards, Chris Autman-Bell on a 70-yarder and Tyler John-
son’s 3-yard TD reception.

“I'm very disappointed in our pass defense and have been for a
while,” Purdue coach Jeff Brohm said. “We knew what they were
going to do and that’s the disappointing part. Just a very poor
performance.”

Even worse were the hits the Boilermakers’ offense suffered.

Starting quarterback Elijah Sindelar and All-American receiver
Rondale Moore left on the same first-quarter play when SIndelar
was sacked hard on his left shoulder and Moore appeared to pull up
with a left leg injury. After spending more than 10 minutes in the
injury tent, Moore was carted to the Boilermakers’ locker room.

Brohm said Sindelar would miss some time but did not update the
status of Moore or provide details about either injury.

Purdue already was playing without its top two defensive players,
linebacker Markus Bailey and defensive tackle Lorenzo Neal.

“It’s been one of those years,” Brohm said. “They (the backups)
have got to step up and that’s what they came here for -- a chance
to compete and play early.”

Minnesota seemed like it had everything working in sync.

Rodney Smith opened the game with a 2-yard touchdown run and when
the Gophers got the ball back, Autman-Bell’s score made it 14-3.

Jack Plummer threw a 7-yard TD pass to Zander Horvath to get Purdue
within 14-10 after Sindelar’s departure, but Morgan hooked up with
Bateman and Johnson for touchdowns to make it 28-10 at the half.
He sealed the Gophers’ sixth straight win with the second TD pass
to Bateman for a 38-17 lead.

Purdue rallied with two fourth-quarter scores from King Doerue
before Morgan ran out the clock.

“They can get themselves open all game, all I need to do is put it
on them,” Morgan said. “If you can hit them in stride and let them
keep their speed they got a chance to break one tackle and go.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Minnesota: In addition to Morgan and his receivers, Minnesota was
effective enough running to keep the Boilermakers’ defense honest.
It’s a combination that could soon cause headaches for other Big
Ten teams, too.

Purdue: The Boilermakers dug out of a 0-3 start to make a bowl game
last season but it’s going to be much more difficult if Sindelar
and Moore miss significant time. Purdue also lost offensive lineman
D.J. Washington with a lower left leg injury.

STAT SHEET

Minnesota: Bateman caught six passes for a career-best 177 yards.
... Autman-Bell had three catches for 97 yards and Rodney Smith
ran 22 times for 115 yards. ... Minnesota has won six of seven
in the series. ... The Gophers also have won four straight games
outside Minneapolis for the first time since 2003.

PURDUE: Doerue carried 20 times for 94 yards and two TDs while
catching four passes for 32 yards and another score. ... Plummer
was 23 of 41 with 245 yards, two touchdowns and two interceptions.
... Freshman receiver David Bell had eight catches for 114 yards.

BROOKS RETURNS

Minnesota running back Shannon Brooks ran five times for 5 yards in
his season debut -- only his second appearance since tearing the
anterior cruciate ligament in his left knee during winter condi-
tioning between the 2017 and 2018 seasons. He rushed for 154 yards
last October in a victory over Indiana but tore the ACL in his
right knee during the game.

Final 1 2 3 4 T
MINN 14 14 10 0 38
PUR 3 7 7 14 31

Scoring Summary ------—————————-
FIRST QUARTER MINN PUR
MINN TD 9:35 Rodney Smith 2 Yd Run (Michael Lantz Kick)

9 plays, 75 yards, 5:25 7 0
PUR FG 4:33 J.D. Dellinger 21 Yd Field Goal
7 plays, 36 yards, 2:06 7 3

MINN TD 3:34 Chris Autman-Bell 70 Yd pass from Tanner Morgan (Michael

Lantz Kick)

2 plays, 75 yards, 0:59 14 3
SECOND QUARTER MINN PUR
PUR TD 14:49 Zander Horvath 7 Yd pass from Jack Plummer (J.D. Del-
linger Kick)

11 plays, 71 yards, 3:40 14 10
MINN TD 5:10 Rashod Bateman 45 Yd pass from Tanner Morgan (Michael
Lantz Kick)

4 plays, 90 yards, 1:45 21 10
MINN TD 0:14 Tyler Johnson 3 Yd pass from Tanner Morgan (Michael
Lantz Kick)

9 plays, 62 yards, 1:43 28 10
THIRD QUARTER MINN PUR

PUR TD 12:36 King Doerue 8 Yd Run (J.D. Dellinger Kick)

6 plays, 75 yards, 2:24 28 17
MINN FG 8:49 Michael Lantz 32 Yd Field Goal
7 plays, 60 yards, 3:47 31 17

MINN TD 6:18 Rashod Bateman 47 Yd pass from Tanner Morgan (Michael
Lantz Kick)

1 play, 47 yards, 0:09 38 17
FOURTH QUARTER MINN PUR
PUR TD 6:01 King Doerue 2 Yd Run (J.D. Dellinger Kick)

15 plays, 99 yards, 6:00 38 24

PUR TD 3:59 King Doerue 13 Yd pass from Jack Plummer (J.D. Dellinger

Kick)
8 plays, 53 yards, 2:02 38 31

Team Stats MINN PUR
First Downs 21 28

Passes for First 13 18

Rushes for First 7 8

Penalties for First 1 2

Third Down Efficiency 3-8
Fourth Down Efficiency 0-0
Total Yards 488
Total Plays 56 82
Avg Gain Per Play 8.7
Net Yards Rushing 92 123
Rushes 34 33
Yards Per Rush 2.7

Net Yards Passing 396

Comp-Att 21-22
Yards Per Pass 18.0
Times Sacked 2 4
Yds Lost To Sacks
Interceptions 0
Punts 4
Punt Average 0
Penalties 5
Penalty Yards 3
Fumbles 0
Fumbles Lost 0
Time of Poss

Individual Stats
RUSHING
MINNESOTA Rush Yds
Rodney Smith 22 115
Shannon Brooks 5 5
Seth Green 1 2
Team 2 -2
Tanner Morgan 4
PURDUE
King Doerue 20
Jack Plummer 8
Jackson Anthrop 1
Alfred Armour 2
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Zander Horvath
Elijah Sindelar
PASSING
MINNESOTA Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
Tanner Morgan 21 22 396 18.0 4 0
PURDUE Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
Jack Plummer 23 41 245 6.0 2 2
Elijah Sindelar 4 8 46 5.8 0 0
RECEIVING

MINNESOTA R
Rashod Bateman

Chris Autman-Bell
Tyler Johnson

Jake Paulson

Rodney Smith
Demetrius Douglas
PURDUE R
David Bell

Jackson Anthrop

King Doerue

Amad Anderson Jr.
Rondale Moore

Milton Wright

TJ Sheffield

Zander Horvath
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Yds Avg
177 29.5
97 32.3
73 9.1

20 20.0 20

N
Z0
Q u

Yds
114
66
32
30
18
12
12

LONG

Q
—
S
w

18
13
22
11
12

OO0 50%

RFNRNNBI00 NFEHEOWOND
H<>oc>or40<>g<3c>op4wrog

=g
NG

~ oo



