WEEK SIX
PITTSBURGH at DUKE

Pitt rallies past Duke 33-30 after blowing 23-point lead

DURHAM, N.C. -- Kenny Pickett and Pittsburgh built a big lead by
taking the ball from Duke -- only to have that lead disappear when
the Panthers started giving it right back.

Given enough time for one shot at a comeback, he wasn’t going
to throw it to the Blue Devils again. Pickett threw a 26-yard
touchdown pass to V’'Lique Carter with 38 seconds remaining, and
Pitt rallied to beat Duke 33-30 on Saturday night after wasting a
23-point lead.

“The first thing you want to do is stop the bleeding and try to get
a drive,” Pickett said. “We waited until the last drive to finish
the game off.”

Pickett finished 29 of 48 for 268 yards with three touchdown passes
to help the Panthers (4-2, 1-1 Atlantic Coast Conference) claim a
wild victory -- their fifth straight in this Coastal Division se-
ries -- after the teams combined for 10 total turnovers with each
scoring TDs in the final 90 seconds.

“Just shows character, our guys going on the road to get a victo-
ry,” Pitt coach Pat Narduzzi said.

Pitt led 26-3 with less than 3 minutes left in the third quarter,
only to have the Blue Devils turn three straight turnovers into
touchdowns and then take a 30-26 lead on Quentin Harris' 44-yard
touchdown pass to Deon Jackson with 1:30 remaining.

Pickett needed just four plays to put the Panthers back in front.
He found Carter over the middle and the Pitt running back got past
defensive back Marquis Waters with a spin move on his way to the
end zone.

“It was just time to step up,” Pickett said. “I was pretty (ticked)
off at myself for the interception. I take a lot of pride in not
turning it over. ... That drive, I just really wanted to be on
point and accurate and stayed poised and didn’t let the moment get
too big. Just went out and did it.”

Patrick Jones II then sacked Harris on the third play of Duke’s
next drive, jarring the ball loose, and Phil Campbell III recov-
ered it with 22 seconds to play.

Harris finished 18 of 43 for 165 yards with two rushing touchdowns
for the Blue Devils (3-2, 1-1). But he had five of Duke’s six turn-
overs -- two interceptions and a fumble during a four-play span
of the first quarter, plus a third-quarter fumble in addition to
the game-sealer.

Pickett threw TDs covering 19 yards to Taysir Mack and 4 yards to
Nakia Griffin-Stewart for the Panthers, and Paris Ford returned one
of his two interceptions 26 yards for a touchdown before he was
ejected for targeting.

THE TAKEAWAY

Pittsburgh: Trying to avoid their second 0-2 start to ACC play
in three years, the Panthers wound up facing the right opponent.
They'’'ve beaten Duke in shootouts (54-45 last year), low-scoring
games (24-17 in 2017), blowouts (56-14 in 2016) and mostly close
games (for the fifth time in seven meetings, the final margin was 10
or fewer points). Now maybe the reigning Coastal Division champi-
ons can think about getting on another late-season roll -- none of
their final six opponents have a record better than 3-2.

Duke: This one is going to sting the Blue Devils, who were on a
roll after a 35-point rout at Virginia Tech eight nights earlier.
Ultimately, they’ll rue the onslaught of turnovers that put them
in that deep hole to begin with.

“They showed a bunch of heart,” coach David Cutcliffe said. “We
did not perform efficiently on offense. What we can’t do out of
this is hang our head. We're going to learn a lot from this game.”

KEY STAT
Duke entered having allowed one sack through four games -- and
none in its last three -- while the Panthers were tied for second

nationally with 24 sacks. Pitt sacked Harris three times, most

notably on the Blue Devils’ final offensive snap.

WEIRD PLAY

Duke appeared to have tied it at 26 on the two-point conversion
that followed Harris’ second touchdown run. When it appeared the
quarterback’s forward progress was stopped, line judge Peter Be-
ratta initially raced down the line, signaling that the try was
no good. But there was no whistle blown, so the players played on
-- with center Jack Wohlabaugh pushing Harris into the end zone to
prompt an official to raise his hands into the air. After a con-
ference, referee Tra Blake announced that because an inadvertent
signal was given, by rule, the conversion must be re-attempted.
On the second try, Harris was stuffed well short of the goal line.

UP AND DOWN

Ford became the first Pitt player with multiple interceptions in a
game since 2013. He’s also the first Panther with a pick-six since
Dane Jackson had one in the wild 76-61 victory over Syracuse in
2016. His second half was much worse: He muffed a third-quarter
punt that led to the touchdown that started Duke’s comeback, then
was ejected for targeting for his hit on Scott Bracey with 2:43
remaining.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

PITT 10 9 7 7 33

DUKE 3 0 7 20 30

Scoring Summary ----—-—-—-————————-

FIRST QUARTER PITT DUKE

DUKE FG 8:43 AJ Reed 33 Yd Field Goal

14 plays, 65 yards, 4:16 0 3

PITT TD 4:49 Paris Ford 26 Yd Interception Return (Alex Kessman Kick)
1 play, 0 yards, 0:08 7 3

PITT FG 1:35 Alex Kessman 43 Yd Field Goal

8 plays, 9 yards, 2:32 10 3

SECOND QUARTER

PITT FG 3:07 Alex Kessman 38 Yd Field Goal
8 plays, 25 yards, 2:54 13 3

PITT TD 1:59 Taysir Mack 19 Yd pass from Kenny Pickett (Alex Kessman
PAT failed)

1 play, 19 yards, 0:06 19 3

THIRD QUARTER PITT DUKE

PITT TD 11:05 Nakia Griffin-Stewart 4 Yd pass from Kenny Pickett (Alex
Kessman Kick)

2 plays, 7 yards, 0:12 26 3
DUKE TD 2:41 Quentin Harris 4 Yd Run (AJ Reed Kick)

1 play, 4 yards, 0:03 26 10
FOURTH QUARTER PITT DUKE

DUKE TD 13:09 Deon Jackson 2 Yd Run (Jalon Calhoun Run for Two-Point
Conversion)

9 plays, 43 yards, 4:11 26 18

DUKE TD 9:10 Quentin Harris 3 Yd Run (Two-Point Run Conversion
Failed)

7 plays, 25 yards, 2:37 26 26

DUKE TD 1:29 Deon Jackson 44 Yd pass from Quentin Harris (Two-Point
Pass Conversion Failed)

7 plays, 86 yards, 1:49 26 30

PITT TD 0:38 V'Lique Carter 26 Yd pass from Kenny Pickett (Alex Kess-
man Kick)

4 plays, 82 yards, 0:47 33 30
Team Stats PITT DUKE

First Downs 22 20

Passes for First 12 8

Rushes for First 6 7

Penalties for First 4 5

Third Down Efficiency 6-18 10-22

Fourth Down Efficiency 0-1 1-2

Total Yards 337 288

Total Plays 83 89

Avg Gain Per Play 4.1 3.2

Net Yards Rushing 69 123

Rushes 35 44

Yards Per Rush 2.0 2.8

Net Yards Passing 268 165
Comp-Att 29-48 18-45

Yards Per Pass 5.6 3.7

Times Sacked 3 3

Yds Lost To Sacks -28 -26
Interceptions 2 3

Punts 8 7

Punt Average 41.6 44.6
Penalties 15 4

Penalty Yards 145 60

Fumbles 2 3

Fumbles Lost 2 3

Time of Poss 30:11 29:49
Individual Stats

RUSHING

PITTSBURGH Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Todd Sibley Jr. 12 60 5.0 0 25
V’Lique Carter 13 18 1.4 0 8
Shocky Jacques-Louis 1 10 10.0 0 10
Maurice Ffrench 2 0 0.0 0 3
Team 1 -2 -2.0 0 0
Kenny Pickett 6 -17 -2.8 0 9
DUKE Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Deon Jackson 19 60 3.2 1 8
Quentin Harris 18 39 2.2 2 17
Mataeo Durant 6 23 3.8 0 9
Jordan Waters 1 1 1.0 0 1
PASSING

PITTSBURGH Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Kenny Pickett 29 48 268 5.6 3 2 39.2
DUKE Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQBRat
Quentin Harris 18 43 165 3.8 1 2 18.3
Aaron Young 0 1 0 0.0 0 1 0.0
Austin Parker 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0
RECEIVING

PITTSBURGH Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Taysir Mack 9 85 9.4 1 25
Maurice Ffrench 10 54 5.4 0 11
V'Lique Carter 2 36 18.0 1 26

Aaron Mathews 2 26 13.0 0 23
Shocky Jacques-Louis 2 26 13.0 0 20

Jared Wayne 1 17 17.0 0 17
Dontavius Butler-Jenkins 1 13 13.0 0 13

Nakia Griffin-Stewart 2 11 5.5 1 7

DUKE Rec Yds Avg TD LONG

Deon Jackson 2 47 23.5 1 44

Aaron Young 3 32 10.7 0 19

Jalon Calhoun 5 27 5.4 0 13

Scott Bracey 3 24 8.0 0 9

Noah Gray 2 18 9.0 0 14

Jake Bobo 1 13 13.0 0 13
Mataeo Durant 2 4 2.0 0 4



