WEEK EIGHT
MISSOURI at VANDERBILT

Vaughn scores twice as Vandy upsets No. 22 Missouri 21-14

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -- Derek Mason wants it known he’s the best coach
for the Vanderbilt Commodores.

Riley Neal came off the bench and threw a 21-yard touchdown to Cam
Johnson with 8:57 left, and Vanderbilt upset No. 22 Missouri 21-14
on Saturday with a stifling defensive performance.

Ke’Shawn Vaughn ran for a touchdown and also took a screen 61 yards
for another score as Vanderbilt (2-5, 1/3 Southeastern Conference)
snapped a three-game skid to Missouri after losing five of the
previous seven in the series. It was a big win with Mason’s job
status in his sixth season questioned loudly after a blowout loss
to UNLV a week ago.

Feeling under the gun all week, Mason and his Commodores responded
with the program’s first win over a Top 25 team since beating No. 18
Kansas state in 2017 and first over a ranked SEC team since downing
No. 24 Tennessee in 2016.

“It’s been a rough patch, but man I told my team this and I want
everybody to understand this ok?” Mason said after the game. *“A
lot of people want this job, so they think. But I'm the man that’s
built for this job. Every day man we grind. We grind. Don’t ques-
tion us. Don’t question us. Who we are, what we do or how we play.
We’re Vanderbilt men.”

Missouri (5-2, 2-1) came in leading the SEC East waiting for the
Tigers’ appeal of NCAA sanctions to be heard. The Tigers also
played their first game since moving into the Top 25 with a five-game
winning streak -- all at home. The crowd was announced at 23,900.

“When you come in an environment like this, you’re on the road you
got to bring your energy and I feel like we just (didn’t) come
ready to play,” Missouri quarterback Kelly Bryant said.

Vanderbilt held Missouri to a season-low in points with the Ti-
gers 17th nationally averaging 38.8 points a game. The Commodores
sacked Bryant three times, and Allan George intercepted Bryant’s
pass in the end zone with 6:44 left in the third quarter.

Missouri had a chance to tie except Vanderbilt sacked Bryant for
the third time, and Tucker McCann pulled a 48-yarder wide left for
his second missed field goal. Neal and Vanderbilt ran out the final
6 minutes for the win.

“We got out-coached, and I think we got out-executed the entire
four quarters,” Missouri coach Barry Odom said.

Neal started the first six games of the season only to be benched
for Mo Hasan against Missouri. The walk-on junior college transfer
who had thrown only six passes last season as a backup became the
third quarterback this season to jump-start an offense that has
been one of the nation’s worst.

Missouri safety Tyree Gillespie knocked Hasan out of the game late
in the third quarter, going low and leading with his helmet as the
Vanderbilt quarterback slid at the end of a run. Hasan was visi-
bly woozy as he stood up, and Gillespie was ejected for targeting
after review.

Neal came in, and Missouri linebacker Cameron Wilkins intercepted
his first pass and went 42 yards to the Vandy 6. Larry Rountree ran
6 yards for the tying TD on the next play as Missouri tied it at
14 with 1:37 left in the third.

But Neal drove the Commodores 65 yards and capped the drive with
the toss that Johnson took to the end zone for the lead.

THE TAKEAWAY

Missouri: The Tigers came in having scored 31 or more points in 11
straight games, the second-longest streak nationally behind only
Oklahoma (16). That ended against a Vanderbilt defense that came
in ranked 124th out of 130 FBS teams allowing 482.7 yards a game.
The Tigers also hurt themselves season-high 12 penalties for 120
yards.

“We won'’t beat anybody when we do that,” Odom said.

Vanderbilt: Mason said he decided last weekend that Hasan would
start, a decision announced at the end of pregame warmups. He
also said the quarterback wanted to return, but Mason wanted to
be cautious with an open date up next. Hasan was 7 of 11 for 120
yards and a TD, and he ran nine times for 34 yards before taking
the hit to the helmet.

POLL IMPACT
The Tigers’ stay in the Top 25 likely ends at one week when the
poll comes out Sunday.

VANDY D

The Commodores’ biggest defensive move came with coordinator Ja-
son Tarver moving from the sideline to the coaches’ box. They
responded by giving up a season-low in points and fewest by an
SEC opponent since a 38-13 win over Tennessee last season. They
also held Missouri to 3-0f-15 on third downs while notching a sea-
son-high eight tackles for loss. The Tigers managed 293 yards of
total offense.

“I think we found some chemistry. The reality is, for us, it’s been
something missing,” Mason said. “Just a little something missing.
And what guys realized tonight, if you just do your job, OK, you
play for each other and just do your job, maybe you can play good
football, and that'’s exactly what they did.”

Final 1 2 3 4 T

MIZ 0 7 7 0 14

VAN 0 14 0 7 21
Scoring Summary ------—————————-

SECOND QUARTER M1z VAN
VAN TD 12:00 Ke’Shawn Vaughn 1 Yd Run (Ryley Guay Kick)

8 plays, 68 yards, 4:14 0 7

MIZ TD 9:03 Albert Okwuegbunam 4 Yd pass from Kelly Bryant (Tucker
McCann Kick)

6 plays, 77 yards, 2:50 7 7

VAN TD 2:06 Ke’Shawn Vaughn 61 Yd pass from Mo Hasan (Ryley Guay
Kick)

1 play, 61 yards, 0:14 7 14
THIRD QUARTER MIZ VAN
MIZ TD 1:37 Larry Rountree III 6 Yd Run (Tucker McCann Kick)

1 play, 6 yards, 0:05 14 14
FOURTH QUARTER MIz VAN
VAN TD 8:57 Cam Johnson 21 Yd pass from Riley Neal (Ryley Guay Kick)
7 plays, 65 yards, 3:31 14 21
Team Stats MIZ VAN

First Downs 18 17

Passes for First 6 4

Rushes for First 8 8

Penalties for First 4 5

Third Down Efficiency 3-15 3-12

Fourth Down Efficiency 1-1 0-1

Total Yards 293 315

Total Plays 66 61
Avg Gain Per Play 4.4
Net Yards Rushing 153
Rushes 40 42
Yards Per Rush 3.8
Net Yards Passing 140
Comp-Att 13-26
Yards Per Pass 5.4
Times Sacked 3 1
Yds Lost To Sacks -18 -4
Interceptions 1 1
Punts 7 8
Punt Average 50.1
Penalties 12 7
Penalty Yards 120 72
Fumbles 0 0
Fumbles Lost 0 0
Time of Poss 27:09 32:51

Individual Stats
RUSHING

MISSOURI Rush Yds
Kelly Bryant 16 72
Tyler Badie 10 47
Larry Rountree III 12 29
Dawson Downing 2 5
VANDERBILT Rush Yds
Ke’Shawn Vaughn 29 96
Mo Hasan 9 34
Riley Neal 2 14
Keyon Brooks 2 6
PASSING

MISSOURI Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
Kelly Bryant 13 26 140 5.4 1 1
VANDERBILT Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
Mo Hasan 7 11 120 10.9 1 0
Riley Neal 3 8 45 5.6 1 1
RECEIVING

MISSOURI R
Kam Scott

Jonathan Nance

Larry Rountree III
Albert Okwuegbunam
Johnathon Johnson
Tyler Badie
VANDERBILT R
Ke'’Shawn Vaughn
Kalija Lipscomb

Cam Johnson

Jared Pinkney

Justice Shelton-Mosley
Chris Pierce
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