WEEK NINE
DUKE at NORTH CAROLINA

Surratt’s goal-line interception lifts UNC past Duke 20-17

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. -- North Carolina got the big defensive stop it
needed in yet another drama-filled finish.

Chazz Surratt picked off Deon Jackson’s trick-play pass at the
goal line with 14 seconds left, helping the Tar Heels hang on for
a 20-17 win on Saturday night that reclaimed the rivalry’s Vic-
tory Bell.

The Blue Devils had pushed from their own 6-yard line after a UNC
turnover to inside the UNC 5 with less than a minute to play. But
with no timeouts, Jackson took a handoff and attempted a jump-pass
while being hit that was snagged by Surratt, the QOB-turned-line-
backer who had leapt to deflect the ball but instead ended up cor-
ralling it for a game-saving takeaway.

Surratt said the Tar Heels (4-4, 3-2 Atlantic Coast Conference)
had discussed that the play could be coming during a timeout only
moments before.

“We were expecting it,” Surratt said. “I thought he’d throw it a
little higher and jumped. It came right to me. I just wanted to
get it and make sure I got the ball in my hands and (get) on the
ground.”

It was another close-call win for a UNC team that has played seven
games decided by six or fewer points, with each being decided in
the final 80 seconds.

“We’'re TV darlings because we come down to the last drive on every
game we’ve play but one,” UNC coach Mack Brown said. “And this,
again the last play.”

The Tar Heels celebrated by sprinting across the field as time ex-
pired to reclaim the Victory Bell that had been in Duke’s posses-
sion the past three seasons.

Surratt’s interception capped a tense final 7 minutes, with the
Tar Heels taking the lead on Noah Ruggles’ 40-yard field goal only
to commit a costly turnover as they were on the brink of taking a
two-possession lead.

Javonte Williams ran for 111 yards for UNC. But after Sam Howell
hit Dazz Newsome on a fourth-down conversion inside Duke'’s 5-yard
line, Williams lost a fumble on a carry up the middle with 2:55
left to set up the final drive for the Blue Devils (4-4, 2-3).

“We learned one thing: we’ve got a team that has a lot of fight
to them,” Duke coach David Cutcliffe said. “Nobody backed down.
... You hate to see a game end like that for players that fought
their heart out.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Duke: The Blue Devils did a lot of things well enough to win, name-
ly by pressuring freshman quarterback Sam Howell and frequently
collapsing the pocket to increase the degree of difficulty on his
throws. Howell completed just 10 passes (though they went for 227
yards and two scores) while the Blue Devils picked him off twice
before getting Williams’ late fumble for a third takeaway. Yet
Duke committed three turnovers of its own, the last sealing the
loss.

UNC: Once again, the team that has turned seemingly every late-
game scenario into Oscar-worthy drama had another fight to the fin-
ish. And it was an eerily familiar finish to last year’s home game
against Virginia Tech, where the Tar Heels fumbled while trying
to run in a clinching score and then surrendered a long touchdown
drive to lose on a final-minute score.

“This was different because our defense stepped up and made the
play to win the game,” Brown said.

RIVALRY TENSION

There was at least some postgame tension after the Tar Heels had
run across the field to reclaim the Victory Bell near the Duke side-
line. Video showed Cutcliffe exchanging words with UNC offensive
lineman Jordan Tucker, pointing for Tucker to leave and pushing
his arm before Tucker was directed away.

“I was trying to get people to get back to where they belong,”
Cutcliffe said. “Too many staff over there that aren’t our staff.
But I can’t tell you what happened because I didn’t see everything
that happened or what caused it. I don’t care for those circum-
stances.”

RECORD WIN

Brown claimed his 73rd victory with the Tar Heels to set a program
record. Brown returned to UNC with 69 wins coming during his first
stint with the Tar Heels from 1988-97. Overall, Brown is the win-
ningest active coach in the Bowl Subdivision ranks with 248 wins.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

DUKE 3 0 14 0 17

UNC 7 0 10 3 20
Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER DUKE UNC
DUKE FG 4:33 AJ Reed 23 Yd Field Goal

12 plays, 64 yards, 4:05 3 0
UNC TD 1:36 Beau Corrales 29 Yd pass from Sam Howell (Jonathan Kim
Kick)

6 plays, 60 yards, 2:49 3 7
THIRD QUARTER DUKE UNC
UNC TD 13:23 Dazz Newsome 47 Yd pass from Sam Howell (Noah Ruggles
Kick)

4 plays, 75 yards, 1:37 3 14
DUKE TD 8:57 Scott Bracey 11 Yd pass from Quentin Harris (AJ Reed
Kick)

10 plays, 74 yards, 4:21 10 14
DUKE TD 8:37 Quentin Harris 7 Yd Run (AJ Reed Kick)

1 play, 7 yards, 0:05 17 14
UNC FG 3:59 Noah Ruggles 34 Yd Field Goal

12 plays, 58 yards, 4:38 17 17
FOURTH QUARTER DUKE UNC
UNC FG 7:00 Noah Ruggles 40 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 67 yards, 2:45 17 20
Team Stats DUKE UNC

First Downs 22 22

Passes for First 12 10

Rushes for First 7 12

Penalties for First 3 0

Third Down Efficiency 7-19 3-13

Fourth Down Efficiency 2-2 1-1

Total Yards 329 432

Total Plays 80 71

Avg Gain Per Play 4.1 6.1

Net Yards Rushing 100 205

Rushes 37 45

Yards Per Rush 2.7 4.6

Net Yards Passing 229 227

Comp-Att 22-43 10-26

Yards Per Pass 5.3 8.7

Times Sacked 2 5

Yds Lost To Sacks -14 -30
Interceptions 2 2

Punts 8 5

Punt Average 0.0 0.0
Penalties 4 4

Penalty Yards 19 34

Fumbles 3 3

Fumbles Lost 1 1

Time of Poss 29:18 30:42
Individual Stats

RUSHING

DUKE Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Deon Jackson 19 91 4.8 0 25
Mataeo Durant 4 22 5.5 0 11
Jalon Calhoun 1 -4 -4.0 0

Quentin Harris 13 -9 -0.7 1

NORTH CAROLINA Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Javonte Williams 22 111 5.0 0 40
Michael Carter 12 64 5.3 0 17
Antonio Williams 5 50 10.0 0 24

Team 1 -2 -2.0 0

Sam Howell 5 -18 -3.6 0 4
PASSING

DUKE Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
Quentin Harris 22 39 229 5.9 1 1 34.4
Team 0 2 0 0.0 0 0 -
Aaron Young 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 1.4
Deon Jackson 0 1 0 0.0 0 1 0.0
NORTH CAROLINA Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Sam Howell 10 26 227 8.7 2 2 26.5
RECEIVING

DUKE Rec Yds Avg TD LONG

Scott Bracey 5 62 12.4 1 20

Jake Bobo 4 51 12.8 0 17

Jalon Calhoun 6 37 6.2 0 20

Noah Gray 3 29 9.7 0 18

Aaron Young 2 28 14.0 0 20

Deon Jackson 1 19 19.0 0 19

Mataeo Durant 1 3 3.0 0 3

NORTH CAROLINA Rec Yds Avg TD LONG

Dazz Newsome 4 103 25.8 1 47

Beau Corrales 2 70 35.0 1 41

Emery Simmons 1 20 20.0 0 20
Michael Carter 1 19 19.0 0 19
Garrett Walston 1 9 9.0 0 9
Rontavius Groves 1 6 6.0 0 6



