WEEK NINE
TULANE at NAVY

Nichols’ 48-yard field goal lifts Navy past Tulane, 41-38

ANNAPOLIS, Md. -- Navy senior quarterback Malcolm Perry has
watched Bijan Nichols kick long field goals in practice ever since
the freshman arrived at the academy over the summer.

Still, he wasn’t taking any chances when Nichols lined up for a
game-winner Saturday against Tulane. ”"At the end of practice, ev-
erybody’s screaming and everybody’s trying to get in his head and
try to emulate this situation on the field,” Perry said. “I’'ve seen
him do it before, and I was really confident in him. But my eyes
were closed. I was praying.”

Perry's prayers -- as well as the Midshipmen’s -- were answered
when Nichols connected on a 48-yarder as time expired to help Navy
edge the Green Wave 41-38 on Saturday.

“I had a really good feeling that our offense was going to get me
in range, if not score, so I needed to be ready,” Nichols said. “I
just went through my normal routine and practiced what I always
practice doing.”

Nichols’ kick -- a yard shy of a career long -- capped a sev-
en-play drive to secure bowl eligibility for the Midshipmen (6-1,
4-1 American Athletic Conference) for the 15th time in 17 years.

Navy, which squandered a 24-0 lead against the Green Wave (5-3,
2-2), has doubled its win total from 2018, when it went 3-10 and
endured its worst season since 2002.

“After last year, it’s great to be bowl eligible,” coach Ken Niu-
matalolo said. “I'm never going to take that for granted again.”

After Tulane tied it at 38 with 1:01 left, Perry rushed five times
for 44 yards on the ensuing drive to set up Nichols’ winner from
the left hash.

“We wanted to get a stop there and go into overtime,” Tulane coach
Willie Fritz said. “I thought we were playing well, and I made a
decision to play into overtime. We just did not tackle on a couple
plays there at the end. If we would have gotten some tackles, they
probably would have played for overtime, too.”

Sophomore fullback Jamale Carothers rushed for a career-high 154
yards and accounted for four touchdowns and Perry rushed for 142
yards and threw for a touchdown for the Midshipmen.

Diego Fagot returned an interception for a touchdown late in the
first half for Navy, which scored on its first four possessions and
never trailed.

Tulane quarterback Justin McMillan threw for 290 yards and three
touchdowns and rushed for another two scores in the loss.

Carothers capped Navy'’s first two possessions with touchdown runs
of 52 and 35 yards, running untouched into the end zone on both
occasions. He then collected a 31l-yard touchdown catch from Perry
to cap the Mids'’ third series.

Navy would push the lead to 24-0, but Tulane stitched together a
pair of second-quarter touchdown drives to climb back in it. The
Green Wave was starting a push for another score just before half-
time, but Fagot collected a carom off running back Tyjae Spears
and returned it 17 yards for a score to make it 31-14 at the break.

Tulane drew closer on McMillan’s short touchdown passes to Jaeta-
vian Toles and Ygenio Booker in the third quarter. The Green Wave
finally tied it on Merek Glover'’s 39-yard field goal with 10:17 to
play.

Carothers scored his fourth touchdown of the day on a 15-yard rum-
ble with 5:23 to go, but Tulane responded with McMillan’s sneak
with 1:01 remaining to tie it at 38. Navy then went 44 yards in
less than a minute before Nichols trotted onto the field with 2
seconds left.

“He kicks 55-plus in practice,” Niumatalolo said. *“He gets the
ball up, he gets the ball out fast. He’'s as talented as a kicker
as we’ve ever had.”

IT’'S BEEN AWHILE

Fagot’s interception return for a touchdown was Navy’s first in 36
games. The last Mid to return an interception for a score was Jus-
tin Norton against Southern Methodist on Nov. 26, 2016.

STREAK EXTENDED

After a slow start, Tulane finished with 187 rushing yards. It was
the 48th consecutive game the Green Wave surpassed the 100-yard
plateau, a streak that dates to 2015.

THE TAKEAWAY

Tulane: After a promising 5-1 start, the Green Wave has dropped
consecutive road games to AAC West contenders. Tulane will need
help to climb back into contention in the division, but a second
bowl berth in a row remains well within reach.

Navy: The Midshipmen are back to playing meaningful conference
games in November like they did in 2015 and 2016, their first two
years in the AAC. They still have a game against AAC West leader
Southern Methodist, which visits Annapolis on Nov. 23.

Final 1 2 3 4 T
TULN 0 14 14 10 38
NAVY 21 10 0 10 41

Scoring Summary ------—————————-
FIRST QUARTER TULN NAVY
NAVY TD 11:49 Jamale Carothers 52 Yd Run (Bijan Nichols Kick)

8 plays, 75 yards, 3:11 0 7
NAVY TD 5:09 Jamale Carothers 35 Yd Run (Bijan Nichols Kick)
10 plays, 82 yards, 5:14 0 14

NAVY TD 0:17 Jamale Carothers 31 Yd pass from Malcolm Perry (Bijan
Nichols Kick)
7 plays, 83 yards, 3:18 0 21

SECOND QUARTER TULN NAVY
NAVY FG 9:40 Bijan Nichols 31 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 58 yards, 4:00 0 24
TULN TD 7:45 Justin McMillan 1 Yd Run (Merek Glover Kick)

5 plays, 79 yards, 1:55 7 24

TULN TD 4:19 Darnell Mooney 22 Yd pass from Justin McMillan (Merek
Glover Kick)

3 plays, 72 yards, 0:54 14 24
NAVY TD 2:03 Diego Fagot 17 Yd Interception Return (Bijan Nichols
Kick)

1 play, 0 yards, 0:02 14 31
THIRD QUARTER TULN NAVY
TULN TD 7:43 Jaetavian Toles 5 Yd pass from Justin McMillan (Merek
Glover Kick)

7 plays, 46 yards, 3:08 21 31
TULN TD 1:59 Ygenio Booker 2 Yd pass from Justin McMillan (Merek
Glover Kick)

9 plays, 39 yards, 4:20 28 31
FOURTH QUARTER TULN NAVY
TULN FG 10:17 Merek Glover 39 Yd Field Goal

11 plays, 68 yards, 5:16 31 31
NAVY TD 5:23 Jamale Carothers 15 Yd Run (Bijan Nichols Kick)

10 plays, 75 yards, 4:54 31 38
TULN TD 1:01 Justin McMillan 1 Yd Run (Merek Glover Kick)

12 plays, 77 yards, 4:23 38 38
NAVY FG 0:00 Bijan Nichols 48 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 44 yards, 1:01 38 41

Team Stats TULN NAVY
First Downs 24 21
Passes for First 12 2
Rushes for First 12 19
Penalties for First 0 0
Third Down Efficiency
Fourth Down Efficiency 2-2 3-3
Total Yards 477 453
Total Plays 71 65
Avg Gain Per Play 6.7 7.0
Net Yards Rushing 187 385
Rushes 42 56
Yards Per Rush 4.5 6.9
Stat Name
Net Yards Passing 290
Comp-Att
Yards Per Pass
Times Sacked 1
Yds Lost To Sacks -3
Interceptions 2
Punts 3
Punt Average 0
Penalties 2
Penalty Yards 1
Fumbles 0
Fumbles Lost 0
Time of Poss
Individual Stats
RUSHING
TULANE Rush Yds
Cameron Carroll 8 71
Tyjae Spears 12 60
Amare Jones 6 31
Justin McMillan 16 25
NAVY Rush Yds
Jamale Carothers 14 154
Malcolm Perry 22 142
Nelson Smith 14 76
Tazh Maloy 3 14
Keoni-Kordell Makekau 1
Team 1 -1
CJ Williams 1 -2
PASSING
TULANE Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int
Justin McMillan 20 29 290 10.0 3 2
NAVY Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Malcolm Perry 2 7 68 9.7 1 1 62.7
Team 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 -
CJ Williams 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 3.0
RECEIVING
TULANE Re
Darnell Mooney 5
Tyrick James 1
Jalen McCleskey 4
Ygenio Booker 3
Amare Jones 2
Jacob Robertson Jr. 2 16 8.0
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