WEEK ONE
LOUISIANA TECH at TEXAS

Ehlinger’s 4 TD passes lead No. 10 Texas over Louisiana Tech

AUSTIN, Texas -- It took three years to get there, but Texas is
finally 1-0 under coach Tom Herman.

Sam Ehlinger threw four touchdown passes and the 10th-ranked Long-
horns rolled past Louisiana Tech 45-14 on Saturday night, giving
Herman his first season-opening victory with the program.

Texas had started each of the past two seasons with losses to Mary-
land, but had no trouble overwhelming the Bulldogs from Confer-
ence-USA in this one. Ehlinger was coolly efficient from the start
with scoring passes on three of Texas’ first four possessions.

Herman dismissed the previous bad starts as “irrelevant,” but
those losses had hung over his first two seasons, even when Texas
finished 2018 with a Sugar Bowl win over Georgia.

His players were more willing to acknowledge just how significant
getting to 1-0 meant.

“It’s a testament to the maturity or our team,” Ehlinger said.
“The confidence we have to just let loose in the opener after the
last two years.”

Offensive lineman Sam Cosmi called the win good for the soul.

“Getting a win is really good for our heads, our morale and con-
fidence,” Cosmi said.

Texas is one of the favorites to challenge Oklahoma for the Big
12 title as long as Ehlinger can keep delivering touchdowns like
he did last season and Saturday night. The junior passed for 25
TDs and ran for 16 more last season, and his four scoring thrown
against the Bulldogs tied his career high. Ehlinger left the game
at 38-0 and did not play in the fourth quarter.

Devin Duvernay caught nine passes and Ehlinger’s first touchdown,
and Brennan Eagles caught touchdowns of 28 and 25 yards in the
second and third quarters.

Texas could have easily looked past the Bulldogs to next week’s
big matchup with No. 6 LSU in Austin. Herman said there was no
chance of that after the last two years.

“The letters LSU never came out of anybody’s mouth the entire nine
months since we left New Orleans,” Herman said. “The leaders in
the locker room know how the openers turned out the last couple
of years.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Louisiana Tech: The Bulldogs (0-1) needed senior quarterback J’'Mar
Smith and his top playmaker, Adrian Hardy, to have big games and
neither could deliver against a swarming Texas defense. Smith was
under regular pressure and missed some open looks, most notably a
wild pass in the first half that missed an easy touchdown when the
game was still close. Hardy didn’t have a catch in the first half.

“Poor Adrian, that guy is going to have bruises all over his body
the way he got tackled tonight,” Bulldogs coach Skip Holtz said.
“They weren’t going to let him free.”

Texas: The Longhorns had eight new starters on defense from a year
ago and got off to a good start behind a dominant effort with so
many fresh faces. Texas used a mix of looks that even included
eight defensive backs on some plays, and forced three turnovers.
Refine that scheme, and having that kind of coverage speed all over
the field could have a big impact when Big 12 play starts.

POLL IMPLICATIONS

There’s no reason to drop Texas down after a methodical disman-
tling of a Bulldogs team that has been known to give bigger pro-
grams fits.

STAYING HEALTHY

Ehlinger was well protected for most of the night but still took a
couple of big hits in the first half on a run and a sack. He missed
games each of the last two years with injuries and Texas only has
freshmen with no experience behind him this year. Casey Thompson
ran for a touchdown after Ehlinger left the game.

A key concern for Texas is keeping sophomore running back Keaon-
tay Ingram healthy. After nursing a knee bruise out of training
camp, Ingram rushed for 78 yards and a touchdown and caught three
passes. Ingram is Texas' leading returning rusher from 2018 and is
packing an extra 20 pounds on his frame.

“I feel like I need to take another step, not leave any yards out
there, be perfect in everything I do,” Ingram said. “My body is
good.”

Final 1 2 3 4 T
LT 0 0 0 14 14
TEX 7 17 14 7 45

Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER LT TEX
TEX TD 12:40 Devin Duvernay 4 Yd pass from Sam Ehlinger (Cameron
Dicker Kick)

7 plays, 57 yards, 2:20 0 7
SECOND QUARTER LT TEX
TEX TD 13:20 Collin Johnson 6 Yd pass from Sam Ehlinger (Cameron
Dicker Kick)

11 plays, 74 yards, 3:32 0 14
TEX TD 10:26 Brennan Eagles 28 Yd pass from Sam Ehlinger (Cameron
Dicker Kick)

2 plays, 37 yards, 0:34 0 21
TEX FG 2:56 Cameron Dicker 43 Yd Field Goal

4 plays, 6 yards, 1:08 24
THIRD QUARTER LT TEX

TEX TD 9:06 Brennan Eagles 25 Yd pass from Sam Ehlinger (Cameron
Dicker Kick)

9 plays, 74 yards, 2:46 0 31
TEX TD 2:44 Keaontay Ingram 1 Yd Run (Cameron Dicker Kick)

9 plays, 61 yards, 3:30 0 38
FOURTH QUARTER LT TEX

LT TD 13:31 Malik Stanley 5 Yd pass from J’Mar Smith (Bailey Hale
Kick)

9 plays, 75 yards, 4:13 7 38

LT TD 7:54 Griffin Hebert 12 Yd pass from J’'Mar Smith (Bailey Hale
Kick)

12 plays, 70 yards, 3:52 14 38
TEX TD 1:09 Casey Thompson 2 Yd Run (Cameron Dicker Kick)
5 plays, 27 yards, 1:43 14 45
Team Stats LT TEX
First Downs 25 24
Passes for First 19 14
Rushes for First 4 9
Penalties for First 2 1

Third Down Efficiency 5-14 8-15
Fourth Down Efficiency 1-3 1-2
Total Yards 413 454
Total Plays 80 73

Avg Gain Per Play 5.2 6.2

Net Yards Rushing 73 153
Rushes 26 30

Yards Per Rush 2.8 5.1

Net Yards Passing 340 301
Comp-Att 35-54 31-43
Yards Per Pass 6.3 7.0
Times Sacked 1 1

Yds Lost To Sacks -6 -6
Interceptions 2 0

Punts 2 3

Punt Average 35.5 41.0
Penalties 5 6
Penalty Yards 40 47
Fumbles 1 1
Fumbles Lost 1 1

Time of Poss 32:16 27:44
Individual Stats

RUSHING

LOUISIANA TECH Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Jagwis Dancy 7 25 3.6 0 17
Justin Henderson 5 18 3.6 0 7
Israel Tucker 6 12 2.0 0 6
J'Mar Smith 5 8 1.6 0 5
DeAndre Marcus 1 7 7.0 0 7
Bobby Holly 2 3 1.5 0 2
TEXAS Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Keaontay Ingram 11 78 7.1 1 19
Sam Ehlinger 8 34 4.3 0 9
Roschon Johnson 7 26 3.7 0 8
Casey Thompson 2 11 5.5 1 9
Devin Duvernay 2 4 2.0 0 2
PASSING

LOUISIANA TECH Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
J'Mar Smith 34/51 331 6.5 2 1 60.9
Westin Elliott 1/3 9 3.0 0 1 0.2
TEXAS Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
Sam Ehlinger 28/38 276 7.3 4 0 90.7
Casey Thompson 3/5 25 5.0 0 0 57.7
RECEIVING

LOUISIANA TECH Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Smoke Harris 6 58 9.7 0 18
Cee Jay Powell 6 56 9.3 0 19
Griffin Hebert 5 50 10.0 1 18
Malik Stanley 4 48 12.0 1 26
Isaiah Graham 4 39 9.8 0 13
Adrian Hardy 3 38 12.7 0 14
Israel Tucker 3 24 8.0 0 12
Jaqwis Dancy 2 18 9.0 0 13
DeAndre Marcus 1 9 9.0 0 9
Bobby Holly 1 0 0.0 0 0
TEXAS Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Brennan Eagles 3 59 19.7 2 28
Collin Johnson 4 59 14.8 1 27
Devin Duvernay 9 55 6.1 1 22
Keaontay Ingram 3 43 14.3 0 21
Jake Smith 4 31 7.8 0 18
Jordan Whittington 2 17 8.5 0 14
Roschon Johnson 2 14 7.0 0 13
Jordan Pouncey 1 11 11.0 0 11
Cade Brewer 2 8 4.0 0 5
Malcolm Epps 1 4 4.0 0 4



