WEEK TEN
WESTERN KENTUCKY at ARKANSAS

Storey leads Western Kentucky past former team Arkansas

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. -- Ty Storey, the son of a football coach and school
administrator, has stoically answered questions from the media since
his days as a high school All-American quarterback. It’s how he was
taught.

And while his words stayed dry and plain after he led Western Kentucky
to a 45-19 win over his former team, Arkansas, on Saturday, his expres-
sion belied those remarks.

Storey, who lost his job as Arkansas starting quarterback in 2018,
transferred to Western Kentucky after that season. His performance
against old mates -- 22 for 32 for 213 yards with a touchdown and two
more on the ground -- was the primary reason he gained his redemption.
As to whether he felt some schadenfreude, the facade cracked with a
toothy grin and a touch of blush.

“I'm playing for WKU. I hope the best for them,” Storey said. “I hope
they win out and do what they can. Right now, I have too much to focus
on in Bowling Green.”

Storey was the most heralded in-state quarterback recruit Arkansas had
netted in a generation. He was a Parade All-American and two-time Gato-
rade and Wendy'’'s Player of the year in the state. And while it may have
taken five years, he made an impression on the Razorbacks. He also may
have been a harbinger of Arkansas coach Chad Morris’ future.

Arkansas didn’t stop Storey or the Hilltoppers one time in the first
half. Touchdown drives of 42, 75, 59, 73 and 68 yards paced Western
Kentucky to a 35-7 halftime lead.

“I think when you look at the outcome today, it is very disappointing
for all of us,” Morris said. “We’re trying to find the right fix right
there. It was disappointing with the effort and has been over the last
couple weeks.”

Arkansas (2-8) is just 4-18 since Morris was hired to replace Bret
Bielema in December 2017. The Razorbacks haven’t won a single SEC game
and are just 4-4 in nonconference games, including losses to Colorado
State, North Texas, San Jose State, and Western Kentucky. A win over
the Hilltoppers wouldn’t have signaled changing fortunes for the belea-
guered coach, necessarily, but a loss served only to further curiosity
and speculation about his job security.

A majority of the questions in the post-game press conference involved
his future.

“It’'s going to take some time,” Morris said. “Everybody is frustrated
with that and I get it. I am, too. But I also understand that to get
this thing right, it’s going to take some time in this league.”
Morris, using his third different starting quarterback of the season,
still hadn’t found an answer at the position. Freshman John Stephen
Jones, grandson of Dallas Cowboys owner and former Razorbacks player
Jerry Jones, was making his first start of the year. He was ineffective
and, too, was swapped out for freshman K.J. Jefferson, whose debut
against Mississippi State the week before provided the loudest cheers
in Arkansas’ 54-24 loss that day. Together, the two freshmen combined
to go 9 for 25 for 87 yards and two interceptions. Jefferson’s pick-
six in the fourth quarter provided the final Western Kentucky points of
the day.

Rakeem Boyd'’s 76-yard touchdown run on the Razorbacks’ second series of
the game tied the game, 7-7, before Western Kentucky scored the next 31
points. Boyd added another touchdown on an 86-yard run in the fourth
quarter and finished with 185 yards on eight carries.

But even an average offensive day wouldn’t have been enough for Arkan-
sas. Already down 21-7 midway through the second quarter, Jahcour Pear-
son broke through the Arkansas secondary unseen. Storey floated him an
easy ball over the middle and he ran without a Razorbacks player within
10 yards to the end zone for a 69-yard touchdown.

Western Kentucky coach Tyson Helton was somewhat worried Storey may
come out too hyped against his former team, though that was his only
concern. A pass like the one thrown to Pearson could have been over-
cooked with a nervy performance. It wasn’t.

“You couldn’t write it any better. It was a heck of a story,” Helton
said. “He (Storey) was locked in from the get-go. He wanted this one
really bad. Thought he handled everything to perfection.”

The attendance on Senior Day was 42,985, almost 10,000 fewer than the
previous low since Donald W. Reynolds Razorback Stadium expanded in
2001. The total is the lowest in the stadium in any capacity since 1997
against Mississippi State. That was then-coach Danny Ford’s last game
in Fayetteville.

Morris, whose Razorbacks have an off week before finishing at LSU and
in Little Rock against Missouri, is staring at the possibility of a
similar fate.

For now, he remains in charge.

“I knew that this was going to be a rebuild. I knew it when I took the
job,” Morris said. “I knew from just looking at all the other SEC pro-
grams and looking at what we have to get and where we have to recruit
to to get this program where it needs to be. That was part of the rea-
son why I got the job is because of our recruiting and footprint. That
hasn’t changed and it’s not going to change.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Western Kentucky: The Hilltoppers are bowl eligible with two games
remaining. Western Kentucky has only suffered a regular-season losing
record once, last year, since 2010.

Arkansas: Morris’ job security will be under more scrutiny than ever as
Arkansas is in danger having the two worst seasons in school history
in his two years.

DECISION TO BE MADE

Morris was asked whether athletic director Hunter Yurachek had spoken
with him at point in the recent weeks about Morris’ future at Arkansas.
“We talk each and every Sunday and go through the program in depth each
week and go through the game. I’ll continue to visit,” Morris said.

If Morris were to be dismissed after the season or sooner, his stint
would be the shortest by a non-interim coach at Arkansas since 1942.

LOST PASSION

For the second consecutive week Arkansas hosted the smallest crowd at
Donald W. Reynolds Razorback Stadium in 18 years. The dwindling atten-
dance and associated money lost because of it, coupled with a recent
$160 million renovation to the stadium, is likely to weigh into any
decisions to retain or fire Morris.

LONE BRIGHT SPOT

Boyd has been Arkansas’ best player all season. He entered the game
third in the SEC in rushing, averaging 91 yards per game. His 185 Sat-
urday lifted him above 1,000 yards rushing on the season and making him
the first player since Rawleigh Williams III in 2016 to reach that mark.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

WKU 14 21 3 7 45

ARK 7 0 0 12 19
Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER WKU ARK
WKU TD 9:30 Jacquez Sloan 19 Yd Run (Cory Munson Kick)

9 plays, 42 yards, 3:45 7 0
ARK TD 8:02 Rakeem Boyd 76 Yd Run (Connor Limpert Kick)

4 plays, 88 yards, 1:28 7 7
WKU TD 1:59 Ty Storey 9 Yd Run (Cory Munson Kick)

12 plays, 75 yards, 6:03 14 7
SECOND QUARTER WKU ARK
WKU TD 7:42 Ty Storey 1 Yd Run (Cory Munson Kick)

16 plays, 59 yards, 7:09 21 7

WKU TD 6:02 Jahcour Pearson 69 Yd pass from Ty Storey (Cory Munson
Kick)

2 plays, 73 yards, 0:38 28 7
WKU TD 0:19 Gaej Walker 1 Yd Run (Cory Munson Kick)

12 plays, 68 yards, 3:24 35 7
THIRD QUARTER WKU ARK
WKU FG 9:38 Cory Munson 19 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 67 yards, 2:53 38 7
FOURTH QUARTER WKU ARK
ARK TD 12:21 Rakeem Boyd 86 Yd Run (Connor Limpert PAT blocked)
2 plays, 86 yards, 0:18 38 13
WKU TD 8:20 Devon Key 25 Yd Interception Return (Cory Munson Kick)
3 plays, 0 yards, 1:11 45 13

ARK TD 4:44 K.J. Jefferson 2 Yd Run (Two-Point Pass Conversion
Failed)

9 plays, 70 yards, 3:36 45 19
Team Stats WKU ARK

First Downs 23 12

Passes for First 11 3

Rushes for First 12 8

Penalties for First 0 1

Third Down Efficiency 9-18 4-12

Fourth Down Efficiency 5-5 1-2

Total Yards 478 340

Total Plays 79 54
Avg Gain Per Play
Net Yards Rushing
Rushes 47 28

Yards Per Rush 5.6 9.0

Net Yards Passing 213 87

Comp-Att 22-32 9-26

Yards Per Pass 6.7 3.3

Times Sacked 2 0

Yds Lost To Sacks -19 0
Interceptions 0 2

Punts 3 4

Punt Average 0.0 0.0
Penalties 3 3

Penalty Yards 20 25

Fumbles 1 1

Fumbles Lost 1 0

Time of Poss 36:57 23:03
Individual Stats

RUSHING

WKU Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Gaej Walker 23 129 5.6 1 39

Ty Storey 17 77 4.5 2 22
Jacquez Sloan 1 19 19.0 1 19
Davis Shanley 1 16 16.0 0 16
Joshua Samuel 3 14 4.7 0 6
KeShawn McClendon 2 10 5.0 0 9
ARKANSAS Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Rakeem Boyd 8 185 23.1 2 86
K.J. Jefferson 16 32 2.0 1 17
T.J. Hammonds 1 29 29.0 0 29
John Stephen Jones 2 5 2.5 0 4
Devwah Whaley 1 2 2.0 0 2
PASSING

WKU Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQOBRat
Ty Storey 22 32 213 6.7 1 0 93.2
ARKANSAS Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
K.J. Jefferson 6 15 60 4.0 0 1 13.6
John Stephen Jones 3 10 27 2.7 0 1 5.4
Treylon Burks 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 2.5
RECEIVING

WKU Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Jahcour Pearson 10 120 12.0 1 69

Lucky Jackson 7 73 10.4 0 26
Joshua Simon 2 22 11.0 0 22
Jacquez Sloan 1 0 0.0 0 0

Gaej Walker 1 -1 -1.0 0 0
Garland LaFrance 1 -1 -1.0 0 0
ARKANSAS Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Treylon Burks 5 59 11.8 0 20

Mike Woods 2 16 8.0 0 11

T.J. Hammonds 1 7 7.0 0 7
Devwah Whaley 1 5 5.0 0 5



