WEEK THIRTEEN

BOSTON COLLEGE at NOTRE DAME
Book throws 3 TD passes, No. 15 Notre Dame beats BC 40-7

SOUTH BEND, Ind. -- Ian Book was coy after throwing three touchdown

passes in No. 15 Notre Dame’s 40-7 victory over Boston College
Saturday whether it would be his final game at Notre Dame Stadium.

“We’ll see — you never know what can happen,” Book said after being
introduced to fans before leading the Irish to a fourth straight
victory.

Notre Dame (9-2, No. 15 CFP) completed a second straight unbeaten
season (7-0) in Notre Dame Stadium, where the Irish have now won
18 straight.

Book completed 26 of 40 passes for 239 yards and led the Irish with
66 yards on 12 carries. His three touchdown passes give him 29 for
the season, 14 in the last four games.

“We haven’t sat down and talked about it,” Kelly said about the
future of Book, who has another season remaining because of a red-
shirt season in 2016.

What Kelly did want to talk about was his defense’s play in cor-
ralling star running back AJ Dillon of the Eagles (5-6). Dillon
was held to 56 yards on 14 carries and Boston College managed just
128 yards on 41 runs.

“It’s (about) controlling the line of scrimmage,” Kelly said.
“It’s not one guy. Our guys have bought into our scheme. They’'re
very disciplined. We were a little uneven early on. To go unde-
feated at home two years in a row says everything about what these
seniors mean to this program.”

A total of 29 players, some with eligibility remaining, were in-
troduced before the final home game. The group is 31-6 in three
seasons since a 4-8 freshman year in 2016.

But for the second straight week, Notre Dame Stadium was not filled
after a streak of 273 sellouts since 1973. The announced crowd of
71,827 was 5,795 short of capacity.

Leading 16-7 at halftime thanks to Jonathan Doerer’s field goals
of 47, 20 and 45 yards, the Irish scored 17 points in the third
quarter to ground the Eagles.

“I felt great about it at halftime, but we Jjust had a poor third
quarter,” said BC coach Steve Addazio, who was an assistant under
former Irish coach Bob Davie. “I think it was an execution let-
down. We did not execute in the third quarter.”

Book’s second touchdown pass, an ll-yarder to Cole Kmet, followed
a fumble recovery by linebacker Drew White. On Notre Dame’s next
possession, wideout Braden Lenzy zipped 61 yards on a jet sweep to
put the Irish in command, 33-7.

Book also connected with Chase Claypool on a 6-yard TD in the sec-
ond quarter and Chris Finke for a 6-yard score in the final quarter
that was set up by freshman safety Kyle Hamilton’s team-leading
fourth interception. Claypool and Finke have used up their eli-
gibility.

“We wanted to be all seniors in the end zone on Senior Night,” Book
said. “To be able to get those two in there is awesome.”

Boston College’s only touchdown came in the second quarter on a
l-yard run by quarterback Dennis Grosel, who managed just 63 yards
on 9-0f-20 passing and was sacked four times by the Irish, twice
by defensive end Adetokunbo Ogundeji.

THE TAKEAWAY
Boston College: The Eagles were fifth in the nation in rushing at
282.2 yards a game coming in.

“I think the defense played out of their minds today, but as far
as the third quarter, we’ve just got to play better on offense,”
said Dillon, whose grandfather Thom Gatewood was a 1970 All-Amer-
ica split end at Notre Dame. “It’s not on anybody specifically. We
just got to do better.”

The 1l6-play, 84-yard scoring drive leading to Grosel’s TD that
took 6:52 off the second-quarter clock and temporarily provided a
7-6 lead was the highlight of a long day for the Eagles, who had
191 total yards.

Notre Dame: The Irish scored on four of five first-half posses-
sions, but four offensive line penalties, including three on false
starts, bogged down the drives and forced field goals. Book and the
Irish heated up in the second half, finishing with 501 total yards,
252 on the ground and 249 through the air. It was their third game
of the season over 500 yards.

BOWL ELIGIBILITY

After a poor second half, the Eagles now must regroup at home
before trying to become bowl eligible for the sixth time in Add-
azio’s seven seasons at Chestnut Hill.

“We prepared our tails off for this one,” said Addazio, whose team
was coming off a bye week and has now lost two straight games.
“I'm excited to go back, figure out our problems and go on to the
next one. We got to go play, go practice and come out a hundred
miles an hour.”

“It’s to extend the season — it’s do or die,” BC defensive tackle
Tanner Karafa said.

POLL IMPLICATIONS
Notre Dame: The Irish probably won’t make any significant move up
from No. 15.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

BC 0 7 0 0 7

ND 3 13 17 7 40
Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER BC ND
ND FG 11:11 Jonathan Doerer 47 Yd Field Goal

9 plays, 50 yards, 3:49 0 3
SECOND QUARTER BC ND
ND FG 14:52 Jonathan Doerer 29 Yd Field Goal

12 plays, 61 yards, 4:45 0 6
BC TD 7:56 Dennis Grosel 1 Yd Run (Aaron Boumerhi Kick)

16 plays, 84 yards, 6:56 7 6

ND TD 2:48 Chase Claypool 6 Yd pass from Ian Book (Jonathan Doerer
Kick)

15 plays, 75 yards, 5:08 7 13
ND FG 0:01 Jonathan Doerer 45 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 56 yards, 1:17 7 16
THIRD QUARTER BC ND
ND FG 7:03 Jonathan Doerer 37 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 27 yards, 1:58 7 19
ND TD 3:44 Cole Kmet 11 Yd pass from Ian Book (Jonathan Doerer Kick)
6 plays, 40 yards, 1:56 7 26
ND TD 1:44 Braden Lenzy 61 Yd Run (Jonathan Doerer Kick)

1 play, 61 yards, 0:11 7 33
FOURTH QUARTER BC ND

ND TD 11:31 Chris Finke 6 Yd pass from Ian Book (Jonathan Doerer
Kick)

3 plays, 12 yards, 0:38 7 40
Team Stats BC ND

First Downs 11 27

Passes for First 1 17

Rushes for First 10 9

Penalties for First 0 1

Third Down Efficiency 8-18 10-19

Fourth Down Efficiency 0-1 1-2

Total Yards 191 501

Total Plays 64 85
Avg Gain Per Play 3.0 5.9
Net Yards Rushing 128 252
Rushes 43 44
Yards Per Rush 3.0
Net Yards Passing 63
Comp-Att 9-21
Yards Per Pass 3.0
Times Sacked 4 1
Yds Lost To Sacks =21 -8
Interceptions 1 0
Punts 8 4
Punt Average 44.6
Penalties 2 8
Penalty Yards 25 54
Fumbles 2 0
Fumbles Lost 1 0
Time of Poss 34:56

Individual Stats
RUSHING

BOSTON COLLEGE

AJ Dillon 14 56

Rush Yds A

4

Dennis Grosel 13 45 3.
2

1

LONG
24
David Bailey 10 26
Travis Levy 5 5
Zay Flowers 1 -4 -4
NOTRE DAME Rush Yds Av
Ian Book 66 5.
Braden Lenzy 61 61
Tony Jones Jr. 61 4
Phil Jurkovec 42 8
Mick Assaf 11 5.
2
1
0

LONG

C’Bo Flemister 10
Nolan Henry
Jahmir Smith
PASSING
BOSTON COLLEGE Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OQBRat
Dennis Grosel 9 20 63 3.2 0 1 24.1
Matt Valecce 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.5
NOTRE DAME Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Ian Book 26 40 239 6.0 3 0 72.2
Phil Jurkovec 1 1 10 10.0 0 0 87.1
RECEIVING

BOSTON COLLEGE R
Kobay White

Hunter Long

AJ Dillon

Zay Flowers

David Bailey

NOTRE DAME R
Cole Kmet

Chris Finke

Chase Claypool

Tommy Tremble
Lawrence Keys III
George Takacs

Tony Jones Jr.
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Yds Avg
29 9.7
17 5.7
14 14.0

LONG

71 10.1
60 8.6
13 6.5
11 5.5
10 10.0

21
12

10
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TD
0
0
0
0
0

Yds Avg TD
1
1
1
0
0
0
0



