WEEK FOURTENN
BYU at SAN DIEGO ST

Baker, Thompson lead SDSU to 13-3 win vs BYU

SAN DIEGO -- San Diego State’s stingy defense took all the pres-
sure off redshirt freshman Carson Baker, who was taking his first
college snaps against former conference rival BYU.

Tariqg Thompson had a strip-sack fumble recovery and an intercep-
tion, and Baker threw for the go-ahead score to lead SDSU to a 13-3
victory against the Cougars on Saturday night.

“We just want the ball more,” said Thompson, a junior who played
at San Diego’s St. Augustine High. “We came out wanting to shut
them out and we gave up three, but we said we’re not going to give
them a touchdown.

SDSU (9-3) rebounded from a loss at Hawaii that cost it the
Mountain West Conference West Division title and a spot in the
league’s championship game.

The teams didn’t come close to recreating their wild, high-scor-
ing matchups in the wacky Western Athletic Conference. Ty Detmer
famously rallied BYU from a 28-point third-quarter deficit for a
52-52 tie in 1991 at San Diego, throwing for 599 yards and six
touchdowns.

Baker, who played at Helix High in nearby La Mesa, had never taken
a college snap before getting the start in place of senior Ryan
Agnew, who’s out with an injured left calf. Baker completed 19 of
24 passes for 172 yards and a 25-yard scoring pass to tight end
Daniel Bellinger.

“It felt good,” Baker said. “I think the coaches did a really good
job of keeping my nerves down, keeping me in the game and focused.
It was really fun. The defense played terrific tonight. Seniors on
the defense played really well. Ultimate goal was to get a win for
them, so it felt really good.”

The defensive players were impressed with Baker.

“That’s my guy,” Thompson said.
“He stepped up big for us,” middle linebacker Kyahva Tezino said.
“He played great. I'm pretty sure his future is bright from here.”

BYU
for
six
up,
SDSU 23-6 in their most recent encounter,
Bowl in San Diego.

(7-5) had its five-game winning streak snapped and lost to SDSU
the first time since 2005. The Cougars had beaten the Aztecs
straight times, including in their final regular-season match-
in 2010 before leaving the MWC and going independent. BYU beat
in the 2012 Poinsettia

BYU’s Zach Wilson threw for 316 yards, completing 31 of 53, but
overall had a tough night against SDSU stingy defense. He was in-
tercepted twice and lost one fumble.

SDSU’s defense has played well all season,
tecs anemic offense.

overshadowing the Az-

“I think our defense played as well as any defense I've ever been
around,” coach Rocky Long said. “In the 10 years I’'ve been here
that’s by far the best defensive performance when you count from
the first game to the last game. The players have to be commended
for playing that well.”

After looking lethargic for most of the first half, Baker led the
Aztecs on a two-minute drill capped by his 25-yard touchdown pass
to Bellinger for a 7-3 lead with 13 seconds left before halftime.
The Aztecs had punted on five of their previous six possessions and
were stuffed on fourth-and-1 at the BYU 10.

The Cougars had the ball at the SDSU 40 late in the third quarter
and tried a flea flicker, but Thompson hit Zach Wilson for the strip-
sack and recovered the fumble.

Thompson intercepted Wilson with 4:43 to play.

“Tough loss. We didn’t anticipate that,” BYU coach Kalani Sitake
said. We weren’t able to put points on the board on offense. They
made their kicks and we didn’t make ours, and they caused turn-
overs and we didn’t.

“It was a defensive battle and you’re not going to win a lot of
games scoring three points. I’'ve got to do a better job getting
our guys to score more points.”

SDSU’s Matt Araiza kicked field goals of 44 and 27 yards in the
second half. Baker had completions of 33 and 32 yards to Jesse
Matthews to set up Araiza’s second field goal.

Wilson moved the Cougars down the field early in the fourth quar-
ter before the drive stalled and Skyler Southam shanked a 26-yard
field goal attempt off the left upright. Southam missed again with
12 seconds left.

Southam kicked a 24-yard field goal in the first quarter.

BIG PICTURE

BYU: The Cougars came in having won five straight, starting with a
28-25 win against MWC Mountain Division champion Boise State and
ending with blowout victories against Idaho State and UMass. BYU
still leads the series against SDSU, 28-8-1.

SDSU: Baker came from the same high school that produced Alex
Smith and Reggie Bush. “I thought it was OK,” Long said of Baker’s
performance. “I didn’t know what to expect. I thought he handled
himself confidently. He didn’t look like he got frustrated. He
stayed in the game. He did what he could. He made a couple really
good throws. For the first time out and never playing in a college
football game, he probably played really, really well.

Final
BYU
SDSU

Scoring Summary
FIRST QUARTER

wow

BYU FG 3:39 Skyler Southam 24 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 39 yards, 2:36

SECOND QUARTER

SDSU TD 0:13 Daniel Bellinger 25 Yd pass from Carson Baker (Matt Ara-

iza Kick)
10 plays, 61 yards, 2:
THIRD QUARTER

10

SDSU FG 5:23 Matt Araiza 44 Yd Field Goal

11 plays, 52 yards,
FOURTH QUARTER

6:19

SDSU FG 5:40 Matt Araiza 27 Yd Field Goal

8 plays, 70 yards, 4:29
Team Stats

First Downs

Passes for First
Rushes for First
Penalties for First
Third Down Efficiency
Fourth Down Efficiency
Total Yards

Total Plays

Avg Gain Per Play
Net Yards Rushing
Rushes

Yards Per Rush

Net Yards Passing
Comp-Att

Yards Per Pass

Times Sacked

Yds Lost To Sacks
Interceptions

Punts

Punt Average
Penalties

Penalty Yards
Fumbles

Fumbles Lost

Time of Poss

Individual Stats
RUSHING

BYU Rush
Zach Wilson 8
Lopini Katoa 10
Aleva Hifo 4
Tyler Allgeier 3
Dax Milne 1
Team 1
SAN DIEGO ST Rush
Chase Jasmin 7
Juwan Washington
Kaegun Williams

Carson Baker

Chance Bell

Jordon Brookshire

Team

PASSING

BYU Comp
Zach Wilson 31
Aleva Hifo 1 1
SAN DIEGO ST Comp
Carson Baker 19
Team 0 1
RECEIVING

BYU

Talon Shumway
Matt Bushman
Gunner Romney
Lopini Katoa
Micah Simon
Aleva Hifo

Dax Milne

Tyler Allgeier
SAN DIEGO ST
Jesse Matthews
Daniel Bellinger
Kobe Smith
Jordan Byrd
Parker Houston
Kaegun Williams
Justin Dinka
Chance Bell
Juwan Washington
Chase Jasmin
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Att
53

Att
24

83
59
53
52
46
20
15
10

78

19
10
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13
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Yds

Yds

BYU
23
15

7

1
6-17
1-3
416
81
5.1
78
27
2.9
338
32-54
6.3
2
-24
2

4
32.0
4

20

1

1
31:38
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0 3
3 13
BYU SDSU
3 0
BYU SDSU
3 7
BYU SDSU
3 10
BYU SDSU
3 13
SDSU
12
7
5
0
4-14
0-1
269
60
4.5
97
35
2.8
172
19-25
6.9
2
-7
0
7
46.1
4
30
0
0
28:21
TD LONG
0 17
0 6
0 9
0 5
0 4
0 0
D LONG
0 17
0 8
0 8
0 5
0 2
0 2
0 0
Y/A TD Int OQBRat
6.0 0 2 47.2
22.0 0 0 93.6
Y/a TD Int OBRat
7.2 1 0 57.0
0.0 0 0 -
D LONG
0 21
0 22
0 35
0 34
0 20
0 11
0 10
0 6
D LONG
0 33
1 25
0 10
0 10
0 8
0 8
0 7
0 6
0 3
0 4



