WEEK FOURTENN
GEORGIA at GEORGIA TECH

No. 4 Georgia closes regqgular season with 52-7 rout of Tech

ATLANTA -- This trip to Atlanta was barely an annoyance for No.
4 Georgia.

The Bulldogs are really focused on their return to the A-T-L next
weekend.

Jake Fromm threw four touchdown passes and Georgia cruised into
the Southeastern Conference championship game with a 52-7 victory
over Georgia Tech on Saturday -- the Bulldogs’ biggest win ever
against their state rival.

The Bulldogs (11-1) were 28-point favorites and this one was never
in doubt, even as they fumbled the ball away three times, dealt
with injury woes, had a key player ejected, and failed to cover
an onside kick.

It was Georgia’s third straight win in the one-sided series known
as “Clean, Old-Fashioned Hate” -- all of them blowouts. The Bull-
dogs have outscored Georgia Tech 135-35 during that span.

“This was the next step,” coach Kirby Smart said. “We expected to
win this game. We expected to dominate this game. We go on to the
next one.”

When Tyson Campbell recovered a fumbled punt for Georgia’s final
touchdown in the closing minutes, it surpassed the Bulldogs’ pre-
vious biggest margin over the Yellow Jackets, a 51-7 rout in 2002.

The Bulldogs move on to next weekend’s SEC title game, which will
be held about a mile away at Mercedes-Benz Stadium, to face No. 1
LSU for a berth in the College Football Playoff.

“Anytime we play in Atlanta, we like to play well,” Fromm said.
“We feel like we’re playing at home.”

Yet, some troubling issues emerged for Georgia.

Star running back D’Andre Swift was knocked out by a shoulder
injury. Freshman receiver George Pickens didn’t play in the first
half because of a disciplinary issue, then was ejected in the sec-
ond half for throwing a punch at a Georgia Tech player -- which
means he’ll miss the first half of the LSU game as well.

Fromm failed to complete half his passes for the fourth week in
a row, but it didn’t matter. He finished 14 of 29 for 254 yards,
connecting on scoring throws of 20 yards to Charlie Woerner, 17
yards to Tyler Simmons, 41 yards to Pickens and 9 yards to Domi-
nick Blaylock.

The TD to Blaylock with 4 1/2 minutes left in the third quarter
wrapped up a mixed day for Fromm.

“He’'s got to play better,” Smart said. “But we’ve got to help
around him. We’ve got to help him in the run game, help him in the
passing game, help him play the way he needs to play.”

Things got chippy as the game turned into a blowout.

On Blaylock’s score, a scrap broke out between Pickens and Georgia
Tech cornerback Tre Swilling on the other side of the end zone,
with each player throwing punches. The officials assessed offset-
ting unsportsmanlike conduct penalties, but Pickens was ejected.

Swift’s injury is another concern going into next weekend’s game,
though Smart said it was merely a contusion that shouldn’t prevent
his No. 1 back from playing.

Swift fumbled twice against Georgia Tech, the second of which left
him crumpled on the turf holding his left shoulder. After a trip
to the medical tent, he watched the rest of the game from the bench
with a towel over his head.

Georgia Tech wrapped up its first season under coach Geoff Collins
with just 139 yards and seven first downs on offense. The Yellow
Jackets went three-and-out 11 times and were forced to punt a
school-record 13 times.

James Graham was 5 of 20 for 40 yards passing. Georgia Tech’s lone
touchdown -- Graham’s 6-yard pass to Tyler Davis -- was set up by
a fumbled punt that was recovered at the Georgia 17.

“Our guys kept battling, but it got away from us in the third
quarter,” Collins said. “We let it slip and couldn’t find a way to
get it back.”

SHORT-HANDED RECEIVING CORPS
Pickens wasn’t the only Georgia receiver missing at the start of
the game.

Lawrence Cager'’s college career appears to be over after he sus-
tained a serious ankle injury in practice during the week. He un-
derwent surgery Friday.

Smart said it’s doubtful the graduate transfer will return for
either the playoff or a bowl.

“I wish it didn’t come to an end like this and if I could go back
in time to the beginning and do it again, there isn’t another
school I would rather choose,” Cager wrote on his Instagram ac-
count.

He had 33 catches for 476 yards and four touchdowns this season.

THE TAKEAWAY

Georgia: The Bulldogs look like the most heavily flawed of the
playoff contenders, especially on offense. Fromm continues to
struggle with his accuracy, Pickens’ absence will be a key loss,
and the injury to Swift is a concern going into the SEC champion-
ship. But a stellar defense gives Georgia a shot in every game.

Georgia Tech: Another harsh demonstration of how much work the
Yellow Jackets have to do, especially on offense. Collins needs
to put together several strong recruiting classes to fulfill his
vision for the program.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

UGA 17 0 21 14 52

GT 0 7 0 0 7
Scoring Summary ----—-—-—-————————-

FIRST QUARTER UGA GT

UGA FG 10:00 Rodrigo Blankenship 49 Yd Field Goal

4 plays, 4 yards, 1:29 3 0
UGA TD 4:52 Brian Herrien 2 Yd Run (Rodrigo Blankenship chk)
7 plays, 64 yards, 3:40 10

UGA TD 1:21 Charlie Woerner 20 Yd pass from Jake Fromm (Rodrlgo Blan-
kenship Kick)

6 plays, 77 yards, 1:54 17 0

SECOND QUARTER UGA GT

GT TD 10:58 Tyler Davis 6 Yd pass from James Graham (Brenton King
Kick)

4 plays, 17 yards, 2:21 17 7

THIRD QUARTER UGA GT

UGA TD 13:32 Tyler Simmons 17 Yd pass from Jake Fromm (Rodrigo Blan-
kenship Kick)

3 plays, 53 yards, 1:28 24 7

UGA TD 7:44 George Pickens 41 Yd pass from Jake Fromm (Rodrigo Blan-
kenship Kick)

1 play, 41 yards, 0:07 31 7

UGA TD 4:28 Dominick Blaylock 9 Yd pass from Jake Fromm (Rodrigo
Blankenship Kick)

6 plays, 34 yards, 1:22 38 7

FOURTH QUARTER UGA GT

UGA TD 11:19 Kenny McIntosh 2 Yd Run (Rodrigo Blankenship Kick)

12 plays, 90 yards, 6:40 45 7

UGA TD 3:06 Tyson Campbell 0 Yd Fumble Return (Rodrigo Blankenship
Kick)

3 plays, 4 yards, 2:35 52 7
Team Stats UGA GT

First Downs 26 7

Passes for First 10 1

Rushes for First 13 6

Penalties for First 3 0

Third Down Efficiency 7-13 3-17

Fourth Down Efficiency 0-0 0-0

Total Yards 500 139

Total Plays 72 58

Avg Gain Per Play 6.9 2.4

Net Yards Rushing 219 99

Rushes 40 37

Yards Per Rush 5.5 2.7

Net Yards Passing 281 40

Comp-Att 16-32 5-21

Yards Per Pass 8.8 1.9

Times Sacked 1 1

Yds Lost To Sacks -8 -12
Interceptions 0 0

Punts 4 13

Punt Average 46.3 45.2
Penalties 0 4

Penalty Yards 0 34

Fumbles 3 2

Fumbles Lost 3 1

Time of Poss 30:12 29:48
Individual Stats

RUSHING

GEORGIA Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
D’Andre Swift 10 73 7.3 0 18
Brian Herrien 8 46 5.8 1 13
James Cook 4 30 7.5 0 14
Zamir White 6 30 5.0 0 13
Tyler Simmons 2 22 11.0 0 12
Kenny McIntosh 6 20 3.3 1 6
Jake Fromm 2 1 0.5 0 9
Stetson Bennett 2 -3 -1.5 0 0
GEORGIA TECH Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Jordan Mason 16 37 2.3 0 11
Jamious Griffin 6 33 5.5 0 16
James Graham 10 12 1.2 0 5
Christian Malloy 3 11 3.7 0 5
Nathan Cottrell 1 4 4.0 0 4
Jordan Yates 1 2 2.0 0 2
PASSING

GEORGIA Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Jake Fromm 14 29 254 8.8 4 0 82.5
Stetson Bennett 2 3 27 9.0 0 0 86.1
GEORGIA TECH Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
James Graham 5 20 40 2.0 1 0 4.9
Jordan Yates 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.2
RECEIVING

GEORGIA Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Tyler Simmons 3 52 17.3 1 25

Eli Wolf 1 47 47.0 0 47
George Pickens 1 41 41.0 1 41

James Cook 2 34 17.0 0 19
Dominick Blaylock 2 29 14.5 1 20

Matt Landers 1 26 26.0 0 26
Demetris Robertson 2 22 11.0 0 14
Charlie Woerner 1 20 20.0 1 20

Brian Herrien 2 9 4.5 0 8

Tommy Bush 1 1 1.0 0 1
GEORGIA TECH Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Malachi Carter 1 23 23.0 0 23

Tyler Davis 2 8 4.0 1 6
Jamious Griffin 1 6 6.0 0 6
Ahmarean Brown 1 3 3.0 0 3



