WEEK FOURTENN
WYOMING at AIR FORCE

Air Force downs Wyoming 20-6 behind Hammond

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. -- On a cold, blustery day when defense
figured prominently for both Wyoming and Air Force, free safety
Jeremy Fejedelem helped swing the game in favor of the Falcons.

Fejedelem led a strong defensive effort with his first two inter-
ceptions of the season, Donald Hammond III ran for one touch-
down and threw for another, and Air Force rolled to its seventh
straight win by beating Wyoming 20-6 on Saturday amid gusting
winds and near freezing temperatures.

“It’'s always good when you can make a big play like that for the
team,” said Fejedelem, who made both interceptions after the ball
was deflected. “But I really didn’t have to do much. My teammates
tipped them up for me.”

The turnovers thwarted Wyoming drives and produced time-consuming
drives ending in two field goals by Jake Koehnke.

“When we get 3-and-outs, that doesn’t help our defense, and our
defense was spectacular today,” said Hammond, who was 5 of 6 for
121 yards passing, including a 75-yard touchdown pass to Ben Wa-
ters in the closing minutes. “Granted we didn’t do what we needed
to do on every possession but the long drives helped us out at the
end of the day.”

Hammond also ran 15 times for 35 yards, including a short touch-
down run for Air Force (10-2, 7-1 Mountain West). The Falcons’ win
streak is their longest in a single season since Air Force won
eight in a row in 1998, which is also the last time the Falcons
finished with 10 or more wins in the regular season.

Levi Williams and Tyler Vander Waal split time at quarterback for
Wyoming (7-4, 4-4) with Williams finishing 6 of 11 for 84 yards and
Vander Waal going 4 of 7 for 27 yards. Each had an interception
in Wyoming’s first loss to Air Force in the last four meetings be-
tween the teams.

“I thought their defensive front did a great job of being disrup-
tive,” Wyoming coach Craig Bohl said. “We popped a couple of plays
into the red zone. We just couldn’t come up with enough movement
to stick a couple plays in the end zone.”

Ahead by a touchdown at halftime, the Falcons moved in front 10-0
on a 3l-yard field goal by Koehnke with 5:50 left in the third
quarter. The Falcons began the drive near midfield after Fejedelem
intercepted a pass by Vander Waal that was tipped by lineback-
er Grant Theil. Air Force got to the Wyoming 13-yard line before
Hammond was stopped short of the first down on a third-down run.

Wyoming got on the scoreboard with a 26-yard field goal by Coo-
per Rothe with 13:08 left to play and minutes later, Wyoming was
poised for another scoring chance when they started a drive at
the Air Force 47 following a shanked punt by Charlie Scott that
traveled only 13 yards. But Fejedelem came up with his second in-
terception after it was tipped by linebacker Jake Ksiazek, leading
to another field goal by Koehnke, a 27-yarder with 5:31 remaining.

Wyoming answered with a drive that reached the Air Force 6, where
the Falcons stopped Williams’ third-down scramble short of the
first down, forcing the Cowboys to settle for a 23-yard field goal
by Rothe to pull Wyoming to 13-6 with 2:23 left.

That was as close as the Cowboys would get as the Falcons pulled
off the most explosive offensive play in a game dominated on both
sides by defense.

With Wyoming defenders bunched up near the line of scrimmage,
gearing up to stop a run in hopes of getting the ball back with
time dwindling, Hammond hit a wide-open Waters over the middle and
he outran the defensive pursuit to the end zone to complete the
75-yard score.

Air Force led 7-0 at halftime behind Hammond’s 1l-yard dive into
the end zone.

ATIR FORCE MILESTONE
The win was the 400th in the history of the Air Force Academy,
which is 400-329-13 in 64 seasons.

STRONG AT HOME

The Falcons finished the season 6-0 at home, the sixth time in the
school’s history the Falcons had swept their home schedule and the
fourth time in Troy Calhoun’s 13 seasons as head coach.

MAKING A POINT

Place-kicker Cooper Rothe accounted for the Cowboys’ points with
a pair of field goals. The senior is Wyoming’s all-time scoring
leader with 334 points.

THE TAKEAWAY

Wyoming: The Cowboys struggled to establish a balanced offensive
attack that had been their hallmark in recent games. Running back
Xazavian Valladay was held to 38 yards rushing after gaining at
least 100 in the previous five games. Neither quarterback was ef-
fective against the Falcons’ sustained pressure.

Air Force: The Falcons’ opportunistic defense kept the Cowboys out
the end zone and forced key turnovers, leading to a pair of field
goals. Their offense persevered against a determined Wyoming de-
fense that proved vulnerable only at the end when it was focused
on trying to hem in the Falcons’ running game in a bid to get the
ball back for one last offensive possession.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

WYO 0 0 0 6 6

AFA 0 7 3 10 20
Scoring Summary ----—----———————-

SECOND QUARTER WYO AFA

AFA TD 14:56 Donald Hammond III 1 Yd Run (Jake Koehnke Kick)
16 plays, 73 yards, 8:42 0 7
THIRD QUARTER WYO AFA
AFA FG 5:50 Jake Koehnke 31 Yd Field Goal

13 plays, 41 yards, 7:10 0 10
FOURTH QUARTER WYO AFA
WYO FG 13:08 Cooper Rothe 26 Yd Field Goal

16 plays, 66 yards, 7:42 3 10
AFA FG 5:31 Jake Koehnke 27 Yd Field Goal
9 plays, 51 yards, 4:10 3 13
WYO FG 2:23 Cooper Rothe 23 Yd Field Goal
5 plays, 35 yards, 2:58 6 13

AFA TD 2:04 Benjamin Waters 75 Yd pass from Donald Hammond III (Jake

Koehnke Kick)

2 plays, 75 yards, 0:19 6 20
Team Stats WYO AFA

First Downs 12 18

Passes for First 6 5

Rushes for First 6 12

Penalties for First 0 1

Third Down Efficiency 4-12 7-13

Fourth Down Efficiency 1-3 0-1

Total Yards 225 305

Total Plays 51 63
Avg Gain Per Play 4.4
Net Yards Rushing 114
Rushes 33 56
Yards Per Rush 3.5
Net Yards Passing 111
Comp-Att 10-18
Yards Per Pass
Times Sacked

Yds Lost To Sacks
Interceptions
Punts

Punt Average
Penalties

Penalty Yards
Fumbles

Fumbles Lost

Time of Poss
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Individual Stats
RUSHING

WYOMING Rush Yds Avg
Levi Williams 15 79 5.3
Xazavian Valladay 14 38 2.7
Jeff Burroughs 3 8 2.7
Tyler Vander Waal 1 -11
AIR FORCE Rush Yds
Kadin Remsberg 14 63 4.5
Taven Birdow 13 47
Donald Hammond IIT 15 35
Christian Mallard 8 21
Matthew Murla 1 3
Team 5 -7 -1
PASSING

WYOMING Comp Att Yds Y/A
Levi Williams 6 11 84 7.6
Tyler Vander Waal 4 7 27 3.9
AIR FORCE Comp Att Yds Y/A
Donald Hammond 5 6 121 20.2
Chance Stevenson 1 1 22 22.0
RECEIVING

WYOMING

Raghib Ismail Jr.
Josh Harshman
Austin Conway
Brett Brenton
John Okwoli

Ayden Eberhardt
Tyler Vander Waal
AIR FORCE

Benjamin Waters
Geraud Sanders
Donald Hammond III
Kadin Remsberg
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