WEEK FIFTEEN

LOUISIANA at APPALACHIAN ST
Evans’ 3 TDs lead No. 20 App State to Sun Belt title, 45-38
BOONE, N.C. —-- Moments after his team won its second straight Sun
Belt Conference championship game, Appalachian State coach Eli
Drinkwitz continued to set the bar higher.

“It better be the Cotton Bowl!” Drinkwitz told fans on the field at
Kidd Brewer Stadium when asked where he thought his team should
play next.

Darrynton Evans scored three touchdowns and 20th-ranked Appala-
chian State won its fourth straight Sun Belt championship overall
with a 45-38 victory over Louisiana-Lafayette on Saturday. Evans
was named the game’s MVP for the second season in a row.

Zac Thomas threw for 149 yards and two touchdowns and Daetrich
Harrington and Marcus Williams added touchdown runs. The Mountain-
eers racked up 416 yards on offense, including 267 on the ground
-- most of those in a dominating first half.

Drinkwitz set the goal of repeating as champions since taking over
as head coach earlier this season after Scott Satterfield left for
Louisville.

He kept a poker chip with him since late May, a symbol to remind
his team of its goal this season. He pulled it out of his pocket
after the game and thanked his players, saying “we asked then to
keep the chip all year long and be motivated to do something that
has never been done before. And this group did it. Impressive.”

The Mountaineers (12-1, 8-1 Sun Belt) accomplished something North
Carolina, Duke, North Carolina State and Wake Forest never have
-- becoming the first FBS team from North Carolina to win 12 games
in a season.

Appalachian State defeated Lafayette 17-7 early this season on the
road, but this one featured more offense.

The Mountaineers entered the game averaging 38.9 points per game
and showed their firepower in the first half by scoring touchdowns
on their first five possessions -- the first three by Evans -- to
build a 35-14 lead.

Thomas got things going when he found Evans on a perfectly execut-
ed screen pass on third-and-15, resulting in a 58-yard touchdown
less than two minutes into the game. After defensive tackle E.J.
Scott forced and recovered a fumble at midfield on Lafayette’s next
possession, the Mountaineers cashed in with a 8-yard touchdown run
by Evans. Then Thomas made it 21-0 when he connected with Evans in
the flat for a 5-yard score.

“We Jjust dug too deep of a hole,” Lafayette coach Billy Napier
said. “It was 21-0 before you could look around.”
Thomas said it was important for App State to get a lead early.

“We knew they hadn’t won a game trailing, so that was our goal
this week to start off fast and let them play from behind,” Thomas
said. “We maintained the lead, so we pride ourselves on offense
starting fast and getting points on the board. At the beginning we
were 5-for-5 on touchdowns. We were just rolling, and no one could
stop us at that point. Everything was working for us at that point,
throwing, running it. It was just unbelievable to see that.”

Levi Lewis threw for a Sun Belt championship game-record 354 yards
and four touchdowns for Lafayette (10-3, 8-2). But the left-hander
turned the ball over twice, including an interception that re-
turned 16 yards for a score by linebacker Josh Thomas in the third
quarter that gave App State a 42-17 lead.

“We made a few too many mistakes to be a champion today,” Napier
said. “But for us to get back and make it a one-score game I'm
proud of our players.”

POLL IMPLICATIONS

The Mountaineers could eclipse a school record if they move up
higher than No. 20 in the AP poll. Their current ranking tied a
school record set earlier this season before they briefly fell
out of the top 25 with their only loss to division rival Georgia
Southern.

THE TAKEAWAY

Lafayette: After limiting the Mountaineers to 17 points and keep-
ing Evans in check in the first meeting, the Ragin’ Cajuns didn’t
seem remotely prepared for what was coming this time around. Their
defensive line got nearly no penetration on the QB, and when they
did they were fooled by screen passes. Giving up five TDs on five
possessions is never a good look, although they did keep App State
in check in the second half.

Appalachian State: The Mountaineers looked like a well-oiled ma-
chine on offense with its big front controlling the line of scrim-
mage by blowing off the ball. Harrington ran for 89 yards, Wil-
liams had 78 and Evans 73 for App State. “Our offensive line was
getting the second level, and that is something we were doing in
the first game we played them,” Evans said.

COACHING RUMORS

Drinkwitz and Napier have been the subject of coaching rumors, and
naturally both did their best to deflect attention.

“My family and I love it here and are very excited about what we’re
doing at Appalachian State,” Drinkwitz said. “But at the same time
I owe it to my family to see if it is something we are interested
in. ... But I'm not in any hurry to leave.”

Napier said he loves coaching at Lafayette, but he didn’t rule
anything out, either, saying there is a lot of consider including
quality of life, family and the people you work for.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

UL 7 10 7 14 38

APP 21 14 7 3 45

Scoring Summary ------—————————-

FIRST QUARTER UL APP

APP TD 13:02 Darrynton Evans 58 Yd pass from Josh Thomas (Chandler
Staton Kick) 0 7

APP TD 9:38 Darrynton Evans 8 Yd Run (Chandler Staton Kick)

5 plays, 47 yards, 2:00 0 14

APP TD 1:43 Darrynton Evans 5 Yd pass from Zac Thomas (Chandler Sta-
ton Kick)

14 plays, 76 yards, 6:42 0 21

UL TD 0:25 Peter LeBlanc 37 Yd pass from Levi Lewis (Stevie Artigue
Kick)

5 plays, 71 yards, 1:18 7 21
SECOND QUARTER UL APP

APP TD 13:27 Marcus Williams Jr. 29 Yd Run (Chandler Staton Kick)

5 plays, 75 yards, 1:58 7 28

UL TD 8:13 Elijah Mitchell 1 Yd pass from Levi Lewis (Stevie Artigue
Kick)

11 plays, 76 yards, 5:14 14 28

APP TD 4:13 Daetrich Harrington 25 Yd Run (Chandler Staton Kick)

9 plays, 75 yards, 4:00 14 35

UL FG 0:03 Stevie Artigue 53 Yd Field Goal

7 plays, 37 yards, 1:09 17 35

THIRD QUARTER UL APP

APP TD 5:57 Josh Thomas 16 Yd Interception Return (Chandler Staton
Kick)

2 plays, 2 yards, 0:35 17 42

UL TD 2:41 Ja’'Marcus Bradley 2 Yd pass from Levi Lewis (Stevie Ar-
tigue Kick)

8 plays, 63 yards, 3:16 24 42
FOURTH QUARTER UL APP
APP FG 8:12 Chandler Staton 35 Yd Field Goal

8 plays, 43 yards, 4:41 24 45
UL TD 4:18 Elijah Mitchell 1 Yd Run (Stevie Artigue Kick)

13 plays, 76 yards, 3:54 31 45

UL TD 1:19 Peter LeBlanc 38 Yd pass from Levi Lewis
Kick)

(Stevie Artigue

6 plays, 64 yards, 1:09 38 45
Team Stats UL APP

First Downs 31 20

Passes for First 16 4

Rushes for First 12 16

Penalties for First 3 0

Third Down Efficiency 8-14 5-13

Fourth Down Efficiency 1-1 2-3

Total Yards 513 416

Total Plays 84 68
Avg Gain Per Play 6.1 6.1
Net Yards Rushing 159 267
Rushes 38 51

Yards Per Rush 4.2 5.2

Net Yards Passing 354 149
Comp-Att 24-46 9-17
Yards Per Pass 7.7 8.8

Times Sacked 1 3

Yds Lost To Sacks -25 -16
Interceptions 1 0

Punts 3 4

Punt Average 44.3 43.8
Penalties 5 6

Penalty Yards 21 39
Fumbles 2 1

Fumbles Lost 2 1

Time of Poss 29:49 30:11
Individual Stats

RUSHING

LOUISIANA Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Elijah Mitchell 18 85 4.7 1 18
Raymond Calais 8 49 6.1 0 31
Trey Ragas 5 19 3.8 0 13
Levi Lewis 7 6 0.9 0 12
APPALACHIAN ST Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Daetrich Harrington 9 89 9.9 1 25
Marcus Williams Jr. 8 78 9.8 1 29
Darrynton Evans 19 73 3.8 1 16
Zac Thomas 13 25 1.9 0 25
Malik Williams 1 7 7.0 0 7
Jalen Virgil 1 -5 -5.0 0 0
PASSING

LOUISIANA Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Levi Lewis 24 46 354 7.7 4 1 47.9
APPALACHIAN ST Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Zac Thomas 9 17 149 8.8 2 0 69.2
RECEIVING

LOUISIANA Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Peter LeBlanc 3 118 39.3 2 43
Jarrod Jackson 4 80 20.0 0 22
Ja’Marcus Bradley 5 58 11.6 1 18
Jalen Williams 3 39 13.0 0 16
Calif Gossett 2 19 9.5 0 10
Nick Ralston 3 16 5.3 0 8
Devon Pauley 1 14 14.0 0 14
Neal Johnson 1 8 8.0 0 8
Elijah Mitchell 1 1 1.0 1 1
Jamal Bell 1 1 1.0 0 1
APPALACHIAN ST Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Darrynton Evans 2 63 31.5 2 58
Thomas Hennigan 4 50 12.5 0 15
Malik Williams 1 19 19.0 0 19
Jalen Virgil 1 9 9.0 0 9
Henry Pearson 1 8 8.0 0 8



