WEEK TWO
MARSHALL at BOISE ST

Bachmeier helps No. 24 Boise State beat Marshall 14-7

BOISE, Idaho -- With a pair of true freshmen guiding Boise State’s
sputtering offense, the Broncos leaned on their defense to deliver
a win against Marshall.

The No. 24 Broncos held the Thundering Herd to zero yards of of-
fense in the second half and got just enough offense to grind out
a 14-7 victory Friday night.

It wasn’t flashy or dominant, perhaps something fans and analysts
expected after Boise State won in Tallahassee last week against
Florida State.

But Boise State coach Bryan Harsin didn’t care.

“Our defense played great, and our offense did just enough to take
care of the football at the end of the game so we could run the
clock out,” Harsin said. “It’s hard to be 1-0 every week. Like
everybody, you like to dominate on all phases of the game, but it
doesn’t always work out like that. It’s nice to be able to learn
with a win.”

Boise State (2-0) is learning that its freshman quarterback, Hank
Bachmeier, is more than competent to continue the program’s bur-
geoning lineage of star quarterbacks. And, it might just have a
freshman star running back, too.

Bachmeier, who threw for over 400 yards in the season opener, was
22-0f-34 passing for 282 yards with a touchdown and an intercep-
tion. He also scored on a l-yard run just before the end of the
first half, diving and extending the ball across the goal line as
he absorbed a hit.

“Hank has shown his toughness and competitiveness in these two
games,” Harsin said. “There’s been no back down. He wants to go
out there and succeed.”

In the second half, with starter Robert Mahone out with a sting-
er in his right shoulder, George Holani rushed for 103 yards on
22 carries. He was the first running back to eclipse the 100-yard
mark against Marshall since Southern Miss’s Ito Smith had 150 on
Nov. 25, 2017.

But it was the Boise State defense that stole the spotlight, hold-
ing its opponent scoreless in the second half.

“That’s a relentless defense, to go out there and do what they did
in the second half,” Harsin said. “If we win games with our defense
like that, I'm all about it.”

Marshall didn’t convert a first down in the second half and ran only
16 plays that accounted for just 6:52 of possession.

“Our defense played well, but our offense needs to make more
plays,” Marshall coach Doc Holliday said. “I'm proud of the way we
played, but not proud that we didn’t win the game.”

THE TAKEAWAY

Marshall: While the Thundering Herd had their streak of 15 games
without a 100-yard rusher snapped, the secondary needs the most
immediate attention. Marshall allowed five pass plays of 20 yards
or more, igniting Boise State’s first two scoring drives.

Boise State: After last week’s opener, one area of emphasis for
the offensive line was getting better protection for its quar-
terback. The Broncos still have work to do there as Bachmeier was
under duress all night long and was strip-sacked once, resulting
in a takeaway for Marshall.

BAD WOLF?

Early in the second quarter, with Boise State’s offense strug-
gling, Harsin went after one of the line judges about an earlier
missed penalty and bumped him, drawing a 15-yard penalty for un-
sportsmanlike conduct.

“Maybe I let the bad wolf out a little bit in that moment,” Harsin
said after the game. “It hurt our team. I told them that we haven’'t
had a personal foul this season, and when they see what I have to
do, they’re not going to want to get one. We can’t have it happen.
I owned it and we’ll handle it.”

Harsin wouldn’t say what his punishment would be, but by the way
he talked, it’s likely to be tougher than the 20-minute run Nick
Saban’s wife made him spend on the treadmill for the unsportsman-
like penalty he drew against Duke in Alabama’s opener.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

MRSH 7 0 0 0 7

BSU 0 7 7 0 14
Scoring Summary ----—-—-—-————————-

FIRST QUARTER MRSH BSU

MRSH TD 1:02 Brenden Knox 13 Yd Run (Justin Rohrwasser Kick)

5 plays, 68 yards, 1:55 7 0
SECOND QUARTER MRSH BSU
BSU TD 0:10 Hank Bachmeier 1 Yd Run (Eric Sachse Kick)

9 plays, 88 yards, 3:43 7 7
THIRD QUARTER MRSH BSU
BSU TD 13:27 John Hightower 47 Yd pass from Hank Bachmeier (Eric
Sachse Kick)

4 plays, 72 yards, 1:33 7 14
Team Stats MRSH BSU

First Downs 9 22

Passes for First 3 11

Rushes for First 6 10

Penalties for First 0 1

Third Down Efficiency 2-9 10-17

Fourth Down Efficiency 0-0 0-2

Total Yards 172 437

Total Plays 43 81
Avg Gain Per Play 5.4
Net Yards Rushing 155
Rushes 25 47
Yards Per Rush 3.3
Stat Name

Net Yards Passing 56
Comp-Att 10-18 22-34
Yards Per Pass 3.1 8.3
Times Sacked 3 2

Yds Lost To Sacks -14 -10
Interceptions 1 1
Punts 7 3
Punt Average 39.4 36.3
Penalties 6 3
Penalty Yards 45 36
Fumbles 1 3
Fumbles Lost 1 1
Time of Poss 20:48 39:12

282

Individual Stats
RUSHING
MARSHALL Rush Yds
Brenden Knox 10 71
Willie Johnson 2 16
Tyler King 5 16
Xavier Gaines 2 14
Isaiah Green 5 0
BOISE ST Rush Yds
George Holani 22 103
Hank Bachmeier 7 26
Andrew Van Buren 5 18
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Robert Mahone 14
Khalil Shakir
Garrett Collingham
John Hightower
PASSING

MARSHALL Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Isaiah Green 10 17 56 3.3 0 1 13.8
Xavier Gaines 0 1 0 0.0 0 0 1.1
BOISE ST Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Hank Bachmeier 22 34 282 8.3 1 1 80.9
RECEIVING

MARSHALL R
Xavier Gaines

Artie Henry

Willie Johnson

Tyler King

Devin Miller

Talik Keaton

BOISE ST R
Khalil Shakir

John Bates

John Hightower
Garrett Collingham
Octavius Evans
Akilian Butler

Robert Mahone

George Holani
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