WEEK TWO
TEXAS A&M at CLEMSON

No. 1 Clemson, Lawrence dominate 1l2th-ranked Aggies 24-10

CLEMSON, S.C. —-- No. 1 Clemson wanted to leave little doubt it was
better than No. 12 Texas A&M. In the process, the Tigers left some
doubts that anyone could challenge the defending national champs
in another title run.

Trevor Lawrence threw a touchdown pass and ran for a score and the
top-ranked Tigers won their record-tying 17th straight game with
a 24-10 victory over the Aggies on Saturday.

Many circled this game as the best chance to take down Clemson,
given Texas A&M’s nail-biting, 28-26 loss to the Tigers in 2018.
But it was Clemson’s relentless playmaking on offense and defense
that held the Aggies to their fewest points in a game since a 19-7
loss at LSU in 2015.

“We wanted to leave no doubt this year,” Lawrence said.
we did that.”

The decisive victory tied Clemson’s best-ever run of success that
spanned the 2014 and 2015 seasons. It also left a major question
in college football: Who can stop these guys?

“I think

“That is definitely not how we think,” Clemson co-offensive coor-
dinator Jeff Scott said. “We’ll look back at this game in six or
seven weeks and go, "Hey, that was a really big-time win early in
the year.”

The Tigers will be double-digit favorites the rest of the regular
season in their try for a fifth straight Atlantic Coast Conference
title and College Football Playoff berth.

Texas A&M came in filled with confidence. The Aggies vowed they
wouldn’t let their near-miss, 28-26 loss to Clemson happen this
time. They shrugged off the Death Valley crowd with all their own
experience in loud Southeastern Conference venues. Offensive line-
man Jared Hocker even predicted the upset.

Instead, it was A&M shaking its head about what went wrong as
Clemson relentlessly wore down the Aggies with its collection of
fast, talented playmakers.

“We just didn’t play well enough today to do what we needed to do,”
Texas A&M coach Jimbo Fisher said.

Clemson did what it’s done most of the past few seasons.

It began with Lawrence, who scrambled out of pressure as Justyn
Ross broke behind defenders for a way-too-easy, 30-yard TD catch
to put Clemson up for good.

Then safety Nolan Turner jarred Mond on what would have been a
first-down run to cause a fumble that linebacker James Skalski
pounced on to blunt an Aggies’ drive.

With the half running out, Clemson receiver Tee Higgins reached
behind him to snag Lawrence’s throw at the A&M 2. Two plays lat-
er, Lawrence had a l-yard scoring run to send Clemson up 17-3 at
the break.

The Aggies could not respond.

“I think we played well, but I don’t think we played to our stan-
dard,” Aggies linebacker Buddy Johnson said.

Mond, who threw for 430 yards against Clemson a season ago, fin-

ished with 236 yards passing -- only 115 of those the first three
quarters -- with an interception and a fumble. His lone TD pass
came with 6 seconds remaining in the game, a 2-yard lob to Jalen
Wydermeyer.

Clemson coach Dabo Swinney was proud of how his secondary respond-
ed to keep the Aggies out of synch after getting burned by Mond
a year ago. There was “a lot of talk about our secondary in last
year’'s game versus A&M and these guys responded,” Swinney said.

THE TAKEAWAY

Texas A&M: The Aggies need to regroup on both sides of the ball
after getting hammered by Clemson and seem to get the chance to
do it. Texas A&M returns home to face FCS opponent Lamar before
starting Southeastern Conference play at home against No. 10 Au-
burn in two weeks.

Clemson: Welcome to the Heisman Trophy chase, Trevor Lawrence.
Clemson’s sophomore passer has a so-so outing in the opener against
Georgia Tech last week, but look sharp and in control against the
Aggies, much more the player he was when the Tigers topped Alabama
to win the title last January.

RODGERS BACK

Clemson receiver Amari Rodgers, a starter on last year’s title
team, returned to the field less than six months after an operation
on a torn ACL. Rodgers finished with two catches. Scott was not
surprised on Rodgers quick return. “He’s an above and beyond type
of guy,” he said.

WHY RUSH?

Texas A&M managed just 53 yards rushing, a far cry from last year’s
219 yards a game that had them third in the Southeastern Confer-
ence. The Aggies opened strongly with 241 yards in a win over Texas
State, but found little running room against the Tigers. Jashaun
Corbin, a 100-yard rusher last week, was held to 34 yards.

Clemson didn’t accomplish much on the ground either, held to 121
yards total. Heisman Trophy contender Travis Etienne 53 yards
against the Aggies a week after he had a career-best 205 yards
against Georgia Tech.

POLL IMPLICATIONS

Count on Clemson holding firm to its No. 1 ranking and Texas A&M
taking a huge fall down the rankings when the new poll comes out.

Final 1 2 3 4 T

TA&M 0 3 0 7 10

CLEM 0 17 7 0 24

Scoring Summary ----—----———————-

SECOND QUARTER TASM CLEM

TA&M FG 14:18 Seth Small 32 Yd Field Goal

16 plays, 48 yards, 7:33 3 0

CLEM TD 10:52 Justyn Ross 30 Yd pass from Trevor Lawrence (B.T. Pot-
ter Kick)

9 plays, 82 yards, 3:26 3 7
CLEM FG 4:57 B.T. Potter 29 Yd Field Goal

10 plays, 34 yards, 3:57 3 10
CLEM TD 0:33 Trevor Lawrence 1 Yd Run (B.T. Potter Kick)

9 plays, 89 yards, 2:53 3 17
THIRD QUARTER TA&M CLEM
CLEM TD 5:50 Lyn-J Dixon 4 Yd Run (B.T. Potter Kick)

7 plays, 83 yards, 2:32 3 24
FOURTH QUARTER TA&M CLEM

TA&M TD 0:06 Jalen Wydermyer 2 Yd pass from Kellen Mond (Seth Small
Kick)

16 plays, 91 yards, 5:43 10 24
Team Stats TA&M CLEM
First Downs 18 26

Passes for First 11 11

Rushes for First 6 11
Penalties for First 1 4

Third Down Efficiency 6-16 3-9
Fourth Down Efficiency 2-2 0-0

Total Yards 289 389

Total Plays 69 68

Avg Gain Per Play 4.2 5.7

Net Yards Rushing 53 121
Rushes 27 33

Yards Per Rush 2.0 3.7

Net Yards Passing 236 268
Comp-Att 24-42 24-35
Yards Per Pass 5.6 7.7

Times Sacked 2 2

Yds Lost To Sacks -18 -22
Interceptions 1 1

Punts 6 4

Punt Average 44.8 42.3
Penalties 9 4

Penalty Yards 85 30
Fumbles 2 0

Fumbles Lost 1 0

Time of Poss 32:36 27:24
Individual Stats

RUSHING

TEXAS A&M Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Jashaun Corbin 13 34 2.6 0 8
Isaiah Spiller 7 24 3.4 0 11
Kellen Mond 5 1 0.2 0 8
CLEMSON Rush Yds Avg TD LONG
Lyn-J Dixon 11 79 7.2 1 19
Travis Etienne 16 53 3.3 0 10
Darien Rencher 1 1 1.0 0 1
Team 1 -1 -1.0 0 0
Trevor Lawrence 4 -11 -2.8 1 10
PASSING

TEXAS A&M Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Kellen Mond 24 42 236 5.6 1 1 23.8
CLEMSON Comp Att Yds Y/A TD Int OBRat
Trevor Lawrence 24 35 268 7.7 1 1 77.5
RECEIVING

TEXAS A&M Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Jhamon Ausbon 7 69 9.9 0 16
Kendrick Rogers 6 60 10.0 0 16
Quartney Davis 5 59 11.8 0 18
Isaiah Spiller 2 22 11.0 0 16
Camron Buckley 1 20 20.0 0 20
Jashaun Corbin 2 4 2.0 0 4
Jalen Wydermyer 1 2 2.0 1 2
CLEMSON Rec Yds Avg TD LONG
Justyn Ross 7 94 13.4 1 30
Tee Higgins 4 70 17.5 0 29
Travis Etienne 4 52 13.0 0 27
Joe Ngata 1 25 25.0 0 25
J.C. Chalk 2 11 5.5 0 9
Lyn-J Dixon 2 8 4.0 0 7
Amari Rodgers 2 6 3.0 0 6
Cornell Powell 1 2 2.0 0 2
Frank Ladson Jr. 1 0 0.0 0 0



