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Scoring Summary report 
#8 Ohio State vs #7 Notre Dame (Jan 20, 2025) 

#8 Ohio State (14-2) vs #7 Notre Dame (14-2) 

SCORE BY QUARTERS 

Team 1st 2nd 

#8 Ohio State 

#7 Notre Dame 

0 

7 

21 

0 

SCORI NG SUM MARY 

Qtr Time 

1st 05:15 

2nd 14:10 

2nd 06:15 

2nd 00:27 

3rd 12:46 

3rd 07:52 

Scoring Play 

UND - #13 R.Leonard 1 yd rush (#98 M.Jeter kick), 18-75, 09:45 

OSU - #4 J.Smith 8 yd pass from #18 W.Howard (#38 J.Fielding kick), 11-75, 06:05 

OSU- #1 Q.Judkins 9 yd rush (#38 J.Fielding kick), 10-76, 06:06 

OSU- #1 Q.Judkins 6 yd pass from #18 W.Howard (#38 J.Fielding kick), 12-80, 04:26 

OSU - #1 Q.Judkins 1 yd rush (#38 J.Fielding kick), 5-75, 02:14 

OSU - #38 J.Fielding 46 yd FG, 6-5, 03:26 

3rd 

10 

8 

3rd 

4th 

4th 

03:03 

04:15 

00:26 

UND - #1 J.Greathouse 34 yd pass from #13 R.Leonard (#4 J.Love pass from #13 R.Leonard), 10-75, 04:49 

UND - #1 J.Greathouse 30 yd pass from #13 R.Leonard (#5 B.Collins pass from #6 J.Faison), 6-80, 02:10 

OSU - #38 J.Fielding 33 yd FG, 9-61, 03:44 

TI ME DETAILS 

Kickoff time: 07:48 P M  
End of Game: 11:08 P M  
Total elapsed: 03:20 

OFFICIALS 

Referee: Steve Marlowe 
Umpire: Brent Sowell 
Linesman: Chad Green 
Line judge: Jeremiah Harris 
Back judge: Keith Parham 
Field judge: Phillip Davenport 
Side judge: Justin Larrew 
Center judge: Jason McArthur 
Replay Official: John Allmond 

WEATHER 

Indoor 

Date: Jan 20, 2025 
Site: Atlanta, Georgia 

Stadium: Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
Attendance: 77660 

4th Total 

3 

8 

34 

23 

V-H

0-7 

7-7 

14-7 

21-7 

28-7 

31-7 

31-15 

31-23 

34-23 
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MISCELLANEOUS STATISTICS 
 

  OHIO STATE NOTRE DAME 
FINAL SCORE ...................................... 34 23 
Time Spent in the Lead (Tied 17:40) ..... 36:15 6:05 
Total Plays-Yards ................................. 62-445 58-308 
 20-Plus/10-Plus ................................ 4/15 4/10 
Plus Territory: Plays-Yards ................... 37-240 29-147 
 First Half .......................................... 19-123 12-47 
 Second Half ..................................... 18-117 17-100 
Drives With Plays in Plus Territory ........ 7 of 8 4 of 9 
First Down Plays/Yards ........................ 28/108 24/72 
Average on First Down ......................... 3.9 3.0 
  First Half .......................................... 5.1 (16-81) 3.5 (10-35) 
 Second Half ..................................... 2.3 (12-27) 2.6 (14-37) 
 Rushes/Average ...............................  18/3.2  8/1.8 
   Passes/Average (includes sacks) ...... 10/5.1 16/3.6 
 Times Gained: 20+/10+/5+ ............... 0/4/9 0/3/9 
    Times Gained: 2-/0/Neg ................... 14/3/3 14/5/5 
Second Down Efficiency ...................... 9-22 5-18 
 First Half .......................................... 5-11 1-7 
 Second Half ..................................... 4-11 4-11 
 Yards Gained ................................... 214 125 
Third Down Efficiency .......................... 9-12 5-12 
 Rushing ............................................ 5-6 3-6 
 Passing ............................................ 4-6 2-6 
 Average Yards To Go (All) ................. 6.2 7.0 
 Average Yards To Go (Conversions)  4.7 4.6 
 Yards Gained.................................. 123 93 
    3rd & 5 or less .................................. 6-7 3-6 
 3rd & 6 or more ................................ 3-5 2-7 
Fourth Down Efficiency (Yards) ............ 0-0 (0) 3-4 (18) 
Total Possessions/Average FP ............. 8/OS28 9/ND24 
 First Half .......................................... 3/OS23 4/ND25 
 Second Half ..................................... 5/OS34 5/ND23 
 Drives Started Inside/At Own 20 ....... 2 (0/2) 1 (0/1) 
 Drives Started In Plus Territory ......... 1 (3 pts) 0 (0 pts) 
   Three Plays & Out (or worse) ............ 0 3 
Opponent Turnovers (Pts) .................... 0 (0) 1 (0) 
Scores-Times Penetrated The 20 (pts) .. 5-5 (31) 1-2 (7) 
 Plays-Yards ...................................... 16-57 10-18 
 Third Down Efficiency ....................... 3-4 1-3 
 Fourth Down Efficiency ..................... 0-0 1-1 
Scores Outside The 20 (#/TD, FG) ........ 1 (0/1) 2 (2/0) 
Yards by Quarter: 1st ........................ 62 75 
                            2nd ....................... 169 18 
                           3rd ........................ 105 68 
 4th ........................ 109 147 
 


 

CFP NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP PLAYERS OF THE GAME 
 

Offensive: #18 Will Howard, Gr., QB, Ohio State 
 21-17-0, 231, 2 TD, 10 FDE, 204.8 rating; 16-57 rushing, 8 FDE 
 288 total offense; earned 18 of OSU’s 21 offensive first downs  
Defensive: #0 Cody Simon, Gr., LB, Ohio State 
 (4,4—8 TT; 1 TFL) 
 

ATTENDANCE Tonight’s attendance of 77,660 brought the final count to 1,905,635 for the 2024-25 bowl season, an average of 
41,427 for 46 postseason FBS games (41 bowl, five CFP).  Tonight’s crowd was the second largest in CFP championship game history, topped only by the inaugural game in 2015 (85,689: Ohio State-Oregon at AT&T Stadium in Arlington) 

 
 

ONE-LINER QUICKIES    
The winner of the coin toss is now 7-4, only Oregon won (in 2015) and chose to go on offense first; all others went on defense including Ohio State tonight.    

Ohio State dominated in its four CFP games: the Buckeyes led 
for 193:59 out of 240 minutes (154:31 by two scores or  more)  were 
tied for 39:56 and trailed for only 6:05.    
Both Ohio State and Notre Dame finish 14-2, the third time the Buckeyes have won 14 games in a season (14-0 in 2002, 14-1 in 2014), the first time for the Irish.  Ten different schools have now won 14 games a combined total of 17 times.  
Champion Rallies. The eventual champion has had to come from behind in eight of the 11 CFP title games; below is the largest margin they were behind (*—indicates also trailed in the fourth quarter, but by a lesser margin):  
14 2017 *Clemson vs. Alabama    0-14  (10:42, 2Q) W, 35-31 
13 2018 *Alabama vs. Georgia (OT)    7-20  (  6:52, 3Q) W, 26-23 
10 2020 LSU vs. Clemson  7-17  (10:38, 2Q) W, 45-28 
 7 2025 Ohio State vs. Notre Dame 0-   7  (  5:15, 1Q) W, 34-23 
 7 2015 Ohio State vs. Oregon  0-   7  (12:21, 1Q) W, 42-20 
 7 2016 *Alabama vs. Clemson  7-14  (   0:00,1Q) W, 45-40 
 6 2022 *Georgia vs. Alabama      3-   9  (  7:07, 2Q) W, 33-18 
 2 2019 Clemson vs. Alabama    14-16  (14:18, 2Q) W, 44-16  
Ohio State’s win improved the Big Ten’s final 2024-25 record in bowl games to 11-6 record, the best of the Power-4 conferences (the SEC, Big 12 and ACC combined to go 14-23  
Possession Breakdown.   How they broke down this evening:    OHIO STATE  NOTRE DAME 
 Plays Yards Avg. Plays Yards Avg. 
Touchdown Drives .................... 38 306 8.1 34 215 6.3 
Field Goal Drives ....................... 5 15 3.0 0 0 0.0 
Non-Scoring Drives................... 19 124 6.5 24 93 3.9 
Total .......................................  62 445  7.2 58 308 5.3  
Big Play Breakdown.   How they broke down this evening:   OHIO STATE NOTRE DAME 
 Plays Yards Avg. Plays Yards Avg. 
Plays of 10+ Yards ......................  15 324 21.6 10 201 20.1 
 Plays of 20+ Yards (included)  4 171 42.8 4 127 31.8 
 (Remaining Plays) ......................  47 121 2.6 48 107 2.2  
Notre Dame’s opening drive (18 plays, 75 yards, 9:45) marked the second-most plays and the second-most time of possession on a touchdown drive this bowl season (46 games).  
Notre Dame did not allow its opponent to score in the first quarter for the last seven games this season.  
Ohio State did not punt until its seventh possession; it ran plays in Note Dame territory in its first six possessions (30 total).  
The teams combined for the fewest punts in a CFP championship game with three (Notre Dame 2, Ohio State 1); the previous low was six in 2018 (Clemson 4, Alabama 2) and in 2023 (TCU 5, Georgia 1).  
Tonight was the 36th game historically deemed for a national 
championship; some trends by the winning team:  
First Downs (4) .................................  19-13 
Rushing Yards ..................................  25-11 
Total Plays .......................................  18-18 
Total Offense ....................................  23-13 
Quarterback Sacks (7) .....................  19-10 
Fewest Turnovers (3) .......................  27-  6 
Third Down Efficiency (2) .................  22-12 
Leading After One Quarter (10) ........  16-10 
Leading At Halftime (5) ....................  26-  5 
Leading After Three Quarters (1) .....  28-  7 
(#)—times team had same number CONTINUED …
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PUNCH vs. COUNTER PUNCH 
 

Before Tonight: Notre Dame averaged 5.83 yards per rushing attempt 
(fourth in the NCAA); Ohio State allowed 2.68 yards per rushing 
attempt (second nationally).   
WINNER: Ohio State: Notre Dame rushed 26 times for 53 yards (2.04 
per).  The Irish had 83 rushes of 10-plus yards, 19th nationally (and 
eighth with 29 of 20 yards or more), coming into tonight; their 
longest rush was 9 yards with just seven of 5-plus yards. 
whereas the Buckeyes allowed the sixth-fewest (37, and just 12 of 
20 yards or longer). 
 

 ONE-LINER QUICKIES (continued)   
The Big Ten last won back-to-back national championships in 1965 and 1966 when Michigan State we co-champs both years; the last outright were in 1940-42 (Minnesota, Minnesota, Ohio State)..  
Ohio State improved to 6-0 when the opponent scored first, yet trailed on the season only 81:55 out of 960 minutes.  
The 46-yard field goal by Ohio State’s Jayden Fielding was the fourth-longest in CFP title game history.  
Ohio State’s Will Howard set a championship game record for most consecutive completions, opening with 13 in a row (old mark 
was 12); including the end of the Texas semifinal, it extended his streak to 16.  It was his season-best and also the fourth time this season he started a game completing his first 10 passes (also vs. Western Michigan, Iowa and Nebraska).  
Ohio State’s Will Howard accounted for 18 first downs out of 21 the offense earned from scrimmage (the 22nd was by penalty); he thre for 10 and rushed for eight – four of which came on third downs.  
Ohio State’s Ryan Day becomes the fourth active head coach to win a national title in playoff era; he joins Sherrone Moore (Michigan 2024); Kirby Smart (Georgia, 2022 & 2023); and Dabo Swinney (Clemson, 2016 & 2018).  
Ohio State’s 214 rushing yards is the fourth-highest total in CFP NCG history.   
Ohio State’s 21-point second quarter was the 12th 21-point quarter this bowl season: by 11 different teams but the Buckeyes were the only ones who did it twice (also vs. Tennessee).  It was the eighth time the Buckeyes scored 21 in a quarter this season.  
Seven different players touched the ball on Ohio State’s first 15 plays; only two others would the remainder of the game.  
Ohio State’s 214 rushing yards is the fourth-highest total in CFP NCG history.  Seven of its first 16 plays went for 10-plus yards; just eight of its final 46 did the same.  
Trailing 31-7, the 24-point margin was Notre Dame’s biggest deficit of the season.  It’s previous-high deficit was 10-0 vs. Penn State in the CFP Semifinal at the Orange Bowl.   
Notre Dame’s opening drive (18 plays, 75 yards, 9:45) marked the second-most plays and the second-most time of possession on a touchdown drive this bowl season (46 games).  
Notre Dame did not allow its opponent to score in the first quarter for the last seven games this season.  
Notre Dame opened the game with an 18-play, 75-yard drive that ate up 9:45 off the clock; but on its next four possessions, the OSU defense held them to 26 yards on 11 plays, with two three-and-outs and a fourth down stop. 

 
Ohio State is now 32-29 in bowl/postseason games, while Notre Dame fell to 24-22; in CFP games, OSU is 7-4, UND 3-3.  The Buckeyes become the fourth multiple champion in the CFP Era with two titles; Alabama has won three, Clemson and Georgia two and LSU and Michigan 1. 


The 11 CFP Championship games have now drawn 771,428 in attendance; that’s an average of 70,130.  Minus the COVID-19 year, the 10 other games have had 756,502 in attendance (75,650  avg.).  
Notre Dame’s 308 total yards is the third-lowest total in CFP NCG history, all in the last three games: in 2023, Georgia held TCU to 188 yards, and last year, Michigan limited Washington to 301.  
Under Pressure What kind of pressure each defense was able to put on the opposing quarterback:     HOWARD, OSU LEONARD, UND 
Sacked/Yards ........................... 2/4 2/13 
Hurried Throws ......................... 1 3 
Times Knocked Down ............... 3 5 
Passes Broken Up ..................... 2 1 
 

CFP CHAMP TEAMS FOUR GAME STAT LEADERS 
  
RUSHING LEADERS   
Player, Team G Att Yds Avg. Long TD 
TreVeyon Henderson, Ohio State 4 36 265 7.4 66t 4 
Quinshon Judkins, Ohio State 4 47 255 5.4 70 6 
Will Howard, Ohio State 4 33 92 2.8 18 0 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Riley Leonard, Notre Dame 4 60 185 3.1 32 3 
Jeremiyah Love, Notre Dame 4 29 175 6.0 98t 2 
Jadarian Price, Notre Dame 4 31 95 3.0 20 0 
Aneyas Williams, Notre Dame 4 8 45 5.6 15 0 
Jayden Thomas, Notre Dame 4  2 25 12.5 18 0 
 

PASSING LEADERS   
Rk Player, Team G Att-Com-Int Pct. Yards TD 
Will Howard, Ohio State 4 109-82-2 75.2 1,150 8 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Riley Leonard, Notre Dame 4 110-75-3 68.2 769 5 
Steve Angeli, Notre Dame 2 8-  6-0 75.0 44 0 
 

RECEIVING LEADERS  
Player, Team G Att Yds Avg. Long TD 
Jeremiah Smith, Ohio State 4 19 281 14.8 56 3 
Emeka Egbuka, Ohio State 4 21 268 12.8 42t 1 
TreVeyon Henderson, Ohio State 4 8 149 18.6 75t 1 
Gee Scott Jr., Ohio State 4 11 103 9.4 30 4 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Jayden Greathouse, Notre Dame 4 16 247 15.4 54t 3 
Jordan Faison, Notre Dame 4 14 166 11.9 44 0 
Mitchell Evans, Notre Dame 4 11 127 11.5 33 0 
Aneyas Williams, Notre Dame 4 9 81 9.0 36 0 
 

DEFENSIVE LEADERS  
Player, Team G UT,AT—TOT QBS TFL PBU 
Cody Simon, Ohio State 4 15,11—26 2-13 4-18 1 
Sonny Styles, Ohio State 4 15,  9—24 2-21 4-24 2 
JT Tuimoloau, Ohio State 4 15,  8—23 6½-44 10-54 2 
Caleb Downs, Ohio State 4 15,  5—20 0-0 1-2 3 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Xavier Watts, Notre Dame 4 22,11—33 ½-0 2-10 1 
Jack Kiser, Notre Dame 4 18,8—26 1-12 2-13 0 
Drayk Bowen, Notre Dame 4 13,11—24 ½-3 1½-2 0 
Adon Schuler, Notre Dame 4 12,  8—20 0-0 1-2 2  
  CONTINUED … 
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CFP CHAMPIONSHIP GAME RECORDS  
 

INDIVIDUAL 
 

MOST CONSECUTIVE COMPLETIONS 
13, Will Howard, Ohio State vs. Notre Dame, 1/20/25 (first 13 in game)  
Previous: 12, Mac Jones, Alabama vs. Ohio State at Miami, 1/11/2021. 
 

HIGHEST PASSER RATING 
204.8, Will Howard, Ohio St. vs. Notre Dame, 1/20/25 (21-17-0, 231, 2 TD)  
Previous: 203.3, Mac Jones, Alabama vs. Ohio State at Miami Gardens, 1/11/2021 
 (45-36-0, 464, 5 TD) 
 

TEAM 
 

MOST PLAYS (TD DRIVE) 
18, Notre Dame vs, Ohio State at Atlanta, 1/20/25 (74 yards) 
Previous: 12, Ohio State vs. Oregon at Arlington, 1/12/2015 (75 yards); 
 Clemson vs. Alabama at Santa Clara, 1/07/2019 (89 yards); Alabama vs. Ohio State at  
 Miami Gardens, 1/11/2021 (78 yards) 
 

MOST TIME CONSUMED (TD DRIVE) 
9:45, Notre Dame vs, Ohio State at Atlanta, 1/20/25 (18 plays, 75 yards) 
Previous: 6:39, Ohio State vs. Oregon at Arlington, 1/12/2015 
 (12 plays, 75 yards) 
 

HIGHEST COMPLETION PERCENTAGE 
81.0 (17 of 21), Ohio State vs. Notre Dame, 1/20/25  
Previous: 80.0 (36 of 45), Alabama vs. Ohio State at Miami Gardens, 1/11/2021 
 

MOST CONSECUTIVE COMPLETIONS 
13, Ohio State vs. Notre Dame, 1/20/25 (first 13 in game)  
Previous: 12, Alabama vs. Ohio State at Miami, 1/11/2021. 
 

BEST THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY 
75.0 (9 of 12), Ohio State vs. Notre Dame at Atlanta, 1/20/25 
Previous: 69.2 (9 of 13), Georgia vs. TCU at Inglewood, 1/09/2023 
 

MOST TWO-POINT CONVERSIONS MADE 
2, Notre Dame vs. Ohio State at Atlanta, 1/20/2025 
Previous: 1, Clemson vs. LSU at New Orleans, 1/13/2020 
 

LONGEST RUSHING PLAYS 
70, Quinshon Judkins, Ohio State vs. Notre Dame, 1/20/2025 
67, James Cook, Georgia vs. Alabama at Indianapolis, 1/10/2022 
59, Blake Corum, Michigan vs. Washington at Houston, 1/08/2024 
50, Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson at Glendale, 1/11/2016 (TD) 
46, Donovan Edwards, Michigan vs. Washington at Houston, 1/08/2024 (TD) 
 

LONGEST PASSING PLAYS 
80, Jake Fromm to Mecole Hardman, Georgia vs. Alabama at Atlanta, 1/08/2018 (TD) 
74, Trevor Lawrence to Justyn Ross, Clemson vs. Alabama, 1/07/19 (TD) 
70, Marcus Mariota to Byron Marshall, Oregon vs. Ohio State 1/12/2015 (TD) 
10th longest: 
57, Will Howard to Jeremiah Smith, Ohio St. vs. Notre Dame, 1/20/2025 
 
 
 

TOP 10 POSTSEASON PEFORMANCES (2024) 
 No one in tonight’s game cracked the top 10 in the below categories, thus the final leaders for the 2024-25 bowl season:  
RUSHING LEADERS  (28 100-yard games) 
Player, School  Att Yards Avg. TD Long 
Rahjai Harris, East Carolina 17 220 12.9 1 86t 

Dylan Edwards, Kansas State  18 196 10.9 2 65t 

Damien Martinez, Miami-Fla. 14 179 12.8 1 75t 

Desmond Reid, Pittsburgh 32 165 5.2 1 22 

Blake Horvath, Navy (QB) 18 155 8.6 2 95t 

Kevin Davis, Miami-Ohio 9 148 16.4 2 97t 

Jayden Blue, Texas (vs. Clemson) 14 146 10.4 2 77t 

Lincoln Pare, Texas State 21 143 6.8 2 73t 

Cam Skattebo, Arizona State 30 143 4.8 2 33 

Hollywood Smothers, North Carolina St. 15 142 9.3 0 44 

PASSING LEADERS  (20 300-yard games) 
Player, School  Att-Com-Int Yards Pct. Avg. TD Rating 
Kyle McCord, Syracuse 34-24-0 453 70.6 13.3 5 231.0 

Sawyer Robertson, Baylor 51-30-1 445 58.8 8.7 2 141.1 

Jaxson Dart, Mississippi 35-27-0 404 77.1 11.5 4 211.8 

Drew Mestemaker, North Texas 41-26-2 393 63.4 9.6 2 150.3 

Connor Bazelak, Bowling Green 49-32-0 390 65.3 7.9 3 152.4 

Demond Williams, Jr., Washington 32-26-1 374 81.3 11.7 4 214.4 

Tyler Huff, Jacksonville State 32-21-1 366 65.6 11.4 1 165.8 

Zevi Eckhaus, Washington State 43-31-2 363 72.1 8.4 2 156.7 

Taylen Green, Arkansas 21-11-0 341 52.4 16.3 2 220.2 

Cade Klubnik, Clemson 43-26-1 336 60.5 7.8 3 144.5 
 

RECEIVING LEADERS  (38 100-yard games) 
Player, School  No. Yards Avg. TD Long 
Harold Fannin, Jr., Bowling Green 17 213 12.5 1 35 

Junior Vandeross III, Toledo 12 194 16.2 1 67t 

Jeremiah Smith, Ohio State (vs. Oregon) 7 187 26.7 2 45t 

Cam Vaughn, Jacksonville State 10 184 18.4 1 75t 

Jordan Watkins, Mississippi 7 180 25.7 2 69t 

Kyle Williams, Washington State 10 172 17.2 1 66t 

Hudson Clement, West Virginia 11 166 15.1 2 37 

Jeremiah Webb, South Alabama 6 162 27.0 2 52t 

Giles Jackson, Washington 11 161 14.6 4 49t 

Jaden Williams, Texas State 8 155 19.4 1 70 
 

TACKLE LEADERS  
Player, School UT,AT—TOT TFL QBS 3DS FF FR PD INT 
Chandler Martin, Memphis 7,10—17 1  1 0 0 0 0 1 

Zakee Wheatley, Penn State (vs ND) 9,7—16 2 1 2  0 0 0 0 

Daveon Crouch, Boston College 9,5—14 2 1 3  0 0 0 0 

Marcel McDuffie, UNLV 11, 2—13 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Devyn Bobby, Baylor 7, 6—13 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Matthew Bailey, Illinois 5, 8—13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuasivi Nomura, Fresno State 11, 1—12 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 

Six others (with single digit UT’s)  12  
 

Most Unassisted Tackles— 14, Jay Higgins, Iowa vs.  Tennessee (16TT; Citrus) 
Most Tackles For Loss— 5, Chandler Martin, Memphis vs. Iowa State (Liberty) 
Most Quarterback Sacks—3, Amir Washington, Texas Tech vs. Cal (Indep.) 
Most Pass Deflections—3, on five occasions  
Most Interceptions—2, Jaheem Joseph, Northwestern vs. Utah (Las Vegas);  Brian Holloway, Texas State vs. Rice (First Responder; 2 TD); Gunner Maldonado, Arizona vs. Oklahoma (1 TD; Alamo)  
 FINAL CONFERENCE RECORDS  
League (’24 bowl teams) W L Pct. Pts Opp vs.  P4 
Independents (2) 4 1 .800 127 99 4-1 
American Athletic (8) 6 2 .750 237 201 3-1 
Mid-American (7) 5 2 .714 229 185 1-0 
Big Ten (12) 11 6 .647 494 386 10-6 
Sun Belt (7) 4 3 .571 169 208 0-1 
SEC (13) 8 7 .533 429 380 7-6 
Big 12 (9) 4 5 .444 295 299 3-4 
Conference USA (5) 1 4 .200 88 136 0-0 
Mountain West (5) 1 4 .200 114 156 1-1 
Atlantic Coast (13) 2 11 .154 328 443 1-8 
Pac-12 (1) 0 1 .000 35 52 0-1 
Totals (92) 46 46 .500 2545 2545 …..  
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD  For the 2025 season, barring any changes, the first round games are on campus sites (No. 12 at No. 5; No. 11 at No. 6; No. 10 at No. 7; No. 9 at No. 8).  The Cotton, Orange, Rose and Sugar bowls are the quarterfinals (Dec. 19-20), the Fiesta and 
Peach the semifinals (Jan. 8-9).  The championship is set for Monday, Jan. 19 in Miami (Hard Rock Stadium). 
Notre Dame will open the 2024 season on Saturday, Aug. 30 at Miami-Fla.; Ohio State will open the 2025 season at home against Texas in a CFP semifinal rematch, also on Saturday, Aug. 30. 



 
 
FINAL SCORE 
(7) No. 3/3 Notre Dame (14-2) 23, (13-3) No. 6/7 Ohio State (13-2) 34 

TEAM NOTES 
●​ Ohio State won the toss and deferred its choice to the second half.  Notre Dame received the 

kickoff and  defended the end zone to the east.   
●​ Attendance: 77,660 
●​ Notre Dame’s 14 victories are the most in a single season in the history of the program. The 

Irish and Buckeyes are also the first college football teams to play 16 games in a season.  
●​ Notre Dame falls to 2-7 all-time against Ohio State and 0-3 against the Buckeyes in postseason 

play (2005, 2016 Fiesta Bowl).  
●​ Notre Dame finishes 4-1 against the Big Ten Conference this season and 316-170-22 all-time 

against the Big Ten. Notre Dame has not played five Big Ten teams in a season since 1968 
(3-2).  

●​ Notre Dame’s 18-play, 9:45 scoring drive to begin the game was the longest of the season for 
the Irish for plays and time of possession. It also marked the longest in the history of the 
College Football Playoff by any competing team.  

 

NOTABLE 

●​ Riley Leonard rushed nine times for 31 yards on Notre Dame’s game-opening drive, accounting 
for all five first downs (four rushing, one by passing) while also converting two fourth downs, 
one third down and posting his 17th rushing touchdown of the season.  

●​ Those 17 rushing touchdowns extend his single-season record for a quarterback at Notre 
Dame and just one behind Audric Estimé’s program overall single-season rushing touchdown 
record of 18 from last season.  

●​ Those 17 touchdowns also rank third (tied with Ian Book and Rick Mirer) on the Notre Dame 
career list for rushing touchdowns by a quarterback, behind DeShone Kizer (18, 2015-16) and 
Tony Rice (23, 1987-89).  

●​ Leonard’s 17 carries for 40 yards gives him a total of 906 rushing yards this season, surpassing 
Tony Rice’s school-record for a single-season quarterback rushing yards of 884 from 1989.  

●​ Jeremiyah Love’s two-point conversion in the third quarter pushes his season points scored 
total to 116, which is four points off Jerome Bettis’ single-season school record of 120. Bettis 
was the honorary captain for the Fighting Irish before today’s game.  

●​ Riley Leonard finished with 226 points in 2024, tied for third on the all-time single season at 
Notre Dame with Everett Golson in 2014. Book 228 in 2019 Quinn 234 in 2006 

●​ Jack Kiser extended his Notre Dame program record for games played in a career appearing in 
his 70th game this evening. Howard Cross III ranks second all-time in games played at Notre 
Dame and appeared in his 66th career contest tonight.  

 



 
●​ Appearing in their home state this evening from the Irish roster - senior WR Deion Colzie, 

freshman DL Cole Mullins, freshman OT Anthonie Knapp and senior WR Jayden Thomas.  
●​ Xavier Watts started his 33rd consecutive game today, the second-most for an Irish safety in 

program history (Jalen Elliott, 39 from 2017-19) and the 11th-most for any defensive player in 
Notre Dame history.  

●​ Riley Leonard, Jeremiyah Love, Beaux Collins, Aamil Wagner, Jack Kiser, Drayk Bowen, Adon 
Shuler and Xavier Watts made their Notre Dame-record-extending 16th start of the season 
tonight.  

 
FIRSTS 
●​ Start of the season and second of his career for freshman LT Charles Jagusah. His other 

career start was in the 2023 Sun Bowl victory to cap last season.  

CAREER HIGHS 
●​ Six catches, 128 receiving yards and two touchdowns (ties career high) - Jaden Greathouse 
●​ Two sacks - junior DE Joshua Burnham  
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 CFP NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME / HALFTIME NOTES         1 of 1   
 No. 8 Ohio State Buckeyes 21, No. 7 Notre Dame Fighting Irish 7  Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Atlanta (January 20, 2025) 

 

MISCELLANEOUS STATISTICS 
 

  OHIO STATE NOTRE DAME 
HALFTIME SCORE ............................... 21 7 
Time Spent in the Lead (Tied 17:40) ..... 6:15 6:05 
Total Plays-Yards ................................. 33-231 25-93 
 20-Plus/10-Plus ................................ 1/11 0/2 
Plus Territory: Plays-Yards ................... 19-123 12-47 
Drives With Plays in Plus Territory ........ 3 of 3 1 of 4 
First Down Plays/Yards ........................ 16/81 10/35 
Average on First Down ......................... 5.1 3.5 
  First Half .......................................... 5.1 (16-81) 3.5 (10-35) 
 Rushes/Average ...............................  8/4.7  4/1.8 
   Passes/Average (includes sacks) ...... 8/5.5 6/4.7 
 Times Gained: 20+/10+/5+ ............... 0/4/8 0/1/4 
    Times Gained: 2-/0/Neg ...................  7/1/3 6/3/1 
Second Down Efficiency ...................... 5-11 1-7 
 First Half .......................................... 5-11 1-7 
 Yards Gained ................................... 85 36 
Third Down Efficiency .......................... 6-6 2-6 
 Rushing ............................................ 3-3 2-5 
 Passing ............................................ 3-3 0-1 
 Average Yards To Go (All) ................. 4.8 6.0 
 Average Yards To Go (Conversions)  4.8 2.0 
 Yards Gained.................................. 65 15 
    3rd & 5 or less .................................. 4-4 2-5 
 3rd & 6 or more ................................ 2-2 0-1 
Fourth Down Efficiency (Yards) ............ 0-0 (0) 2-2 (7) 
Total Possessions/Average FP ............. 3/OS23 4/ND25 
 Drives Started Inside/At Own 20 ....... 0 (0/0) 0 (0/0) 
 Drives Started In Plus Territory ......... 0 (0 pts) 0 (0 pts) 
   Three Plays & Out (or worse) ............ 0 2 
Opponent Turnovers (Pts) .................... 0 (0) 0 (0) 
Scores-Times Penetrated The 20 (pts) .. 3-3 (21) 1-1 (7) 
 Plays-Yards ...................................... 10-52 6-19 
 Third Down Efficiency ....................... 2-2 1-2 
 Fourth Down Efficiency ..................... 0-0 1-1 
Scores Outside The 20 (#/TD, FG) ........ 0 (0/0) 0 (0/0) 
Yards by Quarter: 1st ........................ 62 75 
                            2nd ....................... 169 18  
FIRST HALF LINER NOTES  
Coin Toss.  Ohio State won the toss and elected to defer. 
First Play of the Game. Notre Dame called just the fourth running play to open a CFP title game; the 1-loss was the third negative play.  All opening plays in the 11 CFP championship games:  
2015 Oregon O25 Mariota 8 pass to Marshall 
2016 Alabama A21 Coker 0 pass to Ridley 
2017 Alabama A24 Hurts passes incomplete 
2018 Georgia G25 Fromm (-1) pass to Chubb 
2019 Clemson C25 Lawrence passes incomplete 
2020 Clemson C25 Lawrence (-6) pass to Ross 
2021 Ohio State O25 Sermon 2 rush 
2022 Alabama A25 Robinson 4 rush 
2023 TCU T25 Penalty: illegal procedure (TCU) 
2024 Michigan M16 Corum 4 rush 
2025 Notre Dame N25 Love -1 rush 
 


Notre Dame’s opening drive (18 plays, 75 yards, 9:45) marked the second-most plays and the second-most time of possession on a touchdown drive this bowl season (46 games).  
Notre Dame did not allow its opponent to score in the first quarter for the last seven games this season.      

Possession Breakdown.   How they broke down in the first half:    OHIO STATE  NOTRE DAME 
 Plays Yards Avg. Plays Yards Avg. 
Touchdown Drives .................... 33 231 7.0 18 75 4.2 
Field Goal Drives ....................... 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 
Non-Scoring Drives................... 0 0 0.0 7 18 2.6 
Total .......................................  33 231  7.0 25 93 3.7  
Big Play Breakdown.   How they broke down in the first half:    OHIO STATE NOTRE DAME 
 Plays Yards Avg. Plays Yards Avg. 
Plays of 10+ Yards ......................  11 162 14.7 2 24 12.0 
 Plays of 20+ Yards (included)  1 20 0.0 0 0 0.0 
 (Remaining Plays) ......................  22 69 3.1 23 69 3.0      

CFP CHAMPIONSHIP GAME RECORDS  
(set in the first half) 
 

INDIVIDUAL 
 

MOST CONSECUTIVE COMPLETIONS 
13, Will Howard, Ohio State vs. Notre Dame, 1/20/25 (first 13 in game)  
Previous: 12, Mac Jones, Alabama vs. Ohio State at Miami, 1/11/2021. 
 

TEAM 
 

MOST PLAYS (TD DRIVE) 
18, Notre Dame vs, Ohio State at Atlanta, 1/20/25 (74 yards) 
Previous: 12, Ohio State vs. Oregon at Arlington, 1/12/2015 (75 yards); 
 Clemson vs. Alabama at Santa Clara, 1/07/2019 (89 yards); Alabama vs. Ohio State at  
 Miami Gardens, 1/11/2021 (78 yards) 
 

MOST TIME CONSUMED (TD DRIVE) 
9:45, Notre Dame vs, Ohio State at Atlanta, 1/20/25 (18 plays, 75 yards) 
Previous: 6:39, Ohio State vs. Oregon at Arlington, 1/12/2015 
 (12 plays, 75 yards) 
 

MOST CONSECUTIVE COMPLETIONS 
13, Ohio State vs. Notre Dame, 1/20/25 (first 13 in game)  
Previous: 12, Alabama vs. Ohio State at Miami, 1/11/2021.   
NEW YORK, NEW YORK The Empire State Building for the 11th straight year illuminated this evening to acknowledge the CPF Championship Game.  This time around, the building is highlighted by scarlet (red) for Ohio State and the upper portion in green (Notre Dame).  Postgame, the colors will shift to those of the winner on all four sides.         
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