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OFFENSE-The Minutemenret'djust4 off starters butret'd
their all-time leading passer QB Liam Coen. They went
from #5 to #6in scoring but remained #5in total offense.
They return 7 starters incl three 1sttm CAA players. As
mentionedthey return2ndtm CAA QB CoenLY, whohad
thrown for 3,091 (64.4%) with a 30-14 ratio in‘07. Coen
again earned 2nd tm CAA but with just 2,749 (61.7%
with a 24-15 ratio and departs. They return backup QB
Scott Woodward who hit just 9 of 19 for 97 yds LY and
add QB Kyle Havens (PS#381JC), who was in for the
spring. They has to replace a 2nd tm CAA RB LY, who
had led the team with 1,585 (5.0, 16 td). They ret'd their
#2 and #3 rushers in RB Tony Nelson (486, 5.3, 1 td
and FB Chris Zardas (53, 17.7). They return their top 7
rushers this year led by 1st tm CAATB Nelson (1325,
5.5, 12 td), TB Korrey Davis (191, 3.8, 2 td) and FB
Zardas (138, 6.0, 4 td). They had to replace their top
3 rec who comb for 2,637 yds and 16 TD’s including 2
all-CAAWR's who each had over 1,000 yds. The top ret
rec was WR Jeremy Horne with just 146 (12.2). They
return their top 6 rec led by 1sttm CAAWR Victor Cruz
(1064, 15.0, 6 td) and 3rd tm CAA WR Horne (895,
17.9, 8 td). The OL lost 3 starters incl two all-CAA OL.
They did return 2nd tm CAA RT Sean Calicchio. While
the rush ypg declined slightly the ypc increased from
4.2 t0 4.4 but the sacks allowed increased from 17 to
22.The OL loses 2 starters including 3rd tm CAA C
Calicchio but return 5 who comb for 39 starts including
AA LT Vladimir McCracken.

DEFENSE - The D ret'd 8 starters and 10 of their top
13 tkir but lost 3 of their top 5. The defense allowed
over 7 ppg and almost 50 ypg more and plummeted
from #1 to #8 in both scoring and total defense. They
return 6 starters but lose 4 of their top 7.6 tkir. The

DL had to replace a 1st tm CAA DE (#4 tklr) but ret'd
3 starters including 3rd tm CAA DT Brandon Collier
(#6 tKlr). They allowed 79 ypg more rushing and fell
from #2 to #11 in rush D as the ypc increased from
2.9t0 4.6 and the sack total dropped by over half (44
to 18). They return 3 starters including 3rd tm CAA
NT Kyle Harrington (#5 tklr, 2.5 sk) and DT Collier (#8
tklr, 2.5 tfl). The LB unit had to replace an AA LB and
a 1sttm CAA LB, who were the top 2 tkIr. They again
lose 2 starters (#3 and #7 tkir) but return 1st tm CAA
MLB Josh Jennings (#2 tkir). The secondary ret'd all 4
stin‘08.They improved from #5 to #2 in pass defense
butallowed a 16-8 ratio. The return 2 starters including
AA FS Miles (104 tkl, 3 int) but lose 1st tm CAA CB
Courtney Robinson (11pbu).

SPECIALTEAMS-The ST only retd P Brett Arnold and
3rd tm CAA KR Courtney Robinson. Robinson was
again the top KR and Arnold won AA honors avg 45.2
ypp but both depart. They return their K and top PR.
COACHES - Five year HC Don Brown, who had led
UMass to 5 straight winning season and 2 playoff trips
resigned in Jan to became the DC at Maryland. OC
KevinMorris (5yrs) was promoted to HC.OL Cch Brian
Picucci (5yrs) was promoted to OC. DC Keith Dudzinski
kept his position and enters his 6th season.
FORECAST - After allowing season high 35 pts in the
playoff in ‘07 UMass allowed 4 teams 40+ including 3
of 52+ LY. The offense is poised for success if they can
find a QB to lead it. However if the Minutemen want
to return to the playoffs the defense will have to put
last year behind them and return to their dominating
ways. The disruption of the HC leaving in Jan was
probably minimized by promoting from within, but
could still be a factor TY.

Nov. 21 at Hofstra

2006 RESULTS (13.2)
OPPONENT

2007 RESULTS (10 3)
OPPONENT

2008 RESULTS (7-5)
OPPONENT SCORE

Colgate 28 7
at Navy 20-21
at Villanova 31-21
Stony Brook 48-7
William & Mary 48-7
at Towson 35-0
Rhode Island 41-16
at Northeastern 7-0

at New Hampshire
Maine
Hofstra

Holy Cross 40 30
at Colgate 35-17

Towson 36-13
at Maine 38-
at Boston College 14-24

Villanova 2-24

Northeastern -
at William & Mary

at Rhode Island
New Hampshire
Hofstra
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Holy Cross
James madison
Texas Tech
Delaware
Northeastern
Richmond
Bryant
Rhode Island
Maine

New Hampshire
Hofstra
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