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but was the #2 rec (557, 9.6) and now departs. They add
aJC and return 3 of their top 4 rushers led by Ducksworth
who had 245 (4.8). Last year the Lions had to replace
their top rec who had 503 (14.4), they then lost their top
returning WR Lanaux. They also had 3 players with 50+
rec for the first time ever. This year they return 4 of their
top 5 rec (all 300+ yds) including WR Chris Wilson who
led with 740 (14.5) and was SLC Frosh of the Year, as well
as WR/TE Simmie Yarborough (490, 9.6). The OL had to
replace 4 starters LY but retd ‘06 starter LT David Ward
(inj‘07) and added 3 JC’s. Their rush ypg plummeted by
62 ypg (ypc from 4.5 to 2.8). The sacks allowed went
from 27 to 46 (FCS worst 3.83 pg, 10.2%). This year they
lose two 12 gm starters in C Brad Bardy and OG Brent
Blazevich (both 4 yr lett). They return two 12 gm starters
including Ward along with LG Josh Bridges, who started
the first 8 till inj. They also add two JC's who are the #1
RG and #2 C on the preseason depth chart incl Michael
Stallworth (PS#825JC).

DEFENSE -The Lions retd 6 Def starters and 7 of their
top 9 tkir LY, added 3 JC’s and were in the 2nd yr of the
3-3-5 D but dropped 1 spot to #6 in total def. This year
they return just 5 def starters but while they lose 6 of

2 JC's and retd 4 starters LY including 2nd tm SLC SS
Tommy Conners (#2 tkir ‘07). While they allowed 39 ypg
more passing they moved up from #5 to #2 in pass D
24-9 ratio). This year they lose 4 starters including 2nd
tm SLC Marquis Powell (#6 tKlr, 7 tfl, 2 int). They return
1sttm SLC SS Conners (#1 tklr, 5 tfl) who led with 4 int
and add 2 JC's including CB Michael Ducksworth.
SPECIALTEAMS - They only lost their top KR LY. This year
they lose their top KR along with 2 yr P Cody Samples.
COACHES - HC Mike Lucas enters his 3rd full ssn as HC,
He was the DC for 2 yrs and interim HC the final 3in ‘06
but did miss part of LY after heart surgery. OC Tommy
Condell enter his 3rd yr. Mike Webb enters his 3rd as
DC and 5th overall.

FOREGAST - The Lions have had 5 losing seasons in the
6 years since restarting their football program and are
just 7-19 in SLC play since joining the conf in ‘05. While
they went 2-5 in SLC play last year their avg loss was
by just 8 ppg. Their win at SHS was their 1st road SLC
win since 2005. After 3 straight yrs with 2 FBS opp the
Lions only play one this year and with 8 starters back
on an improving offense could break their streak of 4

straight losing seasons.
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